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BARRY: AN IMAGINATIVE 
CHRISTMAS EXPERIENCE - 
PAGES 25-28 

Porthcawl bonfire 
and fireworks 

Page 7 

Santa’s reindeer 
- the final chapter 

Page 9 

Cowbridge at 
Christmas pages 18 22 


COUNTY BOROUGH REMEMBERS THE FALLEN 



Remembrance Sunday was observed 
throughout the county borough and at each 
location, the story was the same - record 
numbers, with both young and old giving up 
their time to pay their respects. 

Young Sea Cadets marched in Porthcawl 
(photo by Malcolm Nugent) and their elders 
were lost in thought at Pencoed (photo by 
Mandy Thomas). The centenary of the 
outbreak of World War One meant that many 
communities chose to do something special. 
In Pencoed, for instance, 32 schoolchildren 
wore sashes, each bearing the name of a 
soldier lost in The Great War. 

See pages 4,5,6,8 and 33 for images from 
many of the ceremonies that took place 
around the Bridgend county borough. 



‘PLEASE RETURN IT - NO QUESTIONS ASKED’ 

Veterans* shock as Standard is stolen 


REPORT by PHILIP IRWIN 



VETERANS who fought in military 
campaigns in Malaysia and Borneo were 
forced to march without their Standard 
in Bridgend last Sunday, after it was 
stolen on Remembrance Day morning! 

The distinctive flag, which is almost 
entirely green, with a gold badge and gold 
edging, was stolen from outside the home of 
Ted Williams, the secretary of the Malaya & 
Borneo Veterans Association. 

Mr Williams, who lives at No3, Pendre, 
Bridgend, said it was stolen at about 9.10am. 

Although he was extremely upset, Mr 
Williams was taking a charitable view of the 
theft. 

He said: “I believe that the person who 
took the standard may not have realised what 


he/she was taking, as it was in a green, 
fishing rod style bag. 

“The Standard is of no use to anyone, but 
holds a great deal of memories for those who 
fought in the Malaya Emergency 1948-1957 
campaign and the Borneo Confrontation 
1963-1966. 

“The Malaya Emergency was a very hard- 
fought conflict and a large number of 
National Servicemen took part. 

“We left over 1,200 of our comrades buried 
in Malaya, and in those days we did two or 
three-year tours.” 

Mr Williams’ main concern now is to get 
the Standard back - no questions asked. 

He fears that it may have been dumped in 
a hedge somewhere, as it would be almost 


impossible to sell. Anyone interested in 
buying a fiag would know what it signified. 

He continued: “This is the first time that 
our Standard has not been on parade at the 
Bridgend War Memorial on Remembrance 
Sunday. 

“This Standard represents comrades who 
failed to come home, memories of our youth 
and of those who have passed on in recent 
years. 

would be very grateful for the Standard's 
safe return. Please contact me on 01656 
661585 or via e-mail at 
tedwilliamsl29@aol.co.uk. 

“/ guarantee anonymity on safe return of 
the Standard to the above address, or 
knowledge of its whereabouts for collection.” 


BUILDER BAGS AVAILABLE - 
HARD OR SOFT 



BEHIND PETROL STATION 
SOUTH CORNELLY 


CONTACT US FOR BEST PRICES 

01656 671822 
Mob: 07794 934115 

sales@marinescene.co.uk 



RCPAIRS ? SPARES rOR WASHING 
MACHINES COOKERS TUMBLE DRYERS 
FRIDGE^FREEZERS VACUUM CLEAFeRS 


Al I MA-i-S N-: i UU NO 

CANDY HOOVER 


HOTPOINT CRFOA 
^ANUSSI INOF^IT 



Door Magic 

Replacement Kitchen Doors and Worktops Established i5 years 
For Free Friendly Advice 

Freephone 0800 130 3710 
or 01656 478498 

Or visit us at: 

Unit 8, Kodak House, Abergarw Trading 
Estate, Bridgend, CF32 9LW. 

6 Year Guarantee. 

We will beat 
any price guaranteed. 

Hundreds of doors. 
Available any size. 

Family run business 

GUARANTEED to beat any PRICE 

Covering South and West Wales. 

See more of our work at vwvw.doormagic.co.uk 
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Patients have their own 
special poppy garden at 
Princess of Wales hospital 


A MINIATURE 
Flanders Field has 
been created for 
elderly patients at 
the Princess of 
Wales hospital. 

Staff on Ward 18, 
which provides care to 
the elderly, decorated the 
walls and ceiling with 
poppies for 

Remembrance Day. 

The idea came from 
the ward’s two sisters, 
Sara Ralston and 
Donella Davies, who 
wanted it to be bright 
and colourful to interest 
patients. 

Some of the poppies 
are homemade, while 
others were donated to 
Donella for the ward by 
Dixie Dean, secretary to 
the Pontycymmer 
branch of the Royal 
British Legion, who also 
provided stick-on 
poppies for the patients. 

Sara said: “As our 
patients are older and 
many are quite frail, they 
spend a little bit longer 
on our wards and can be 
here for a few weeks. 

“Being in hospital can 
be distressing for them, 
particularly as some 
have mental health 
conditions, so we want 
the ward to be as 
welcoming as possible 
so their stay is more 
enjoyable. 

“As Remembrance 
Day was coming up we 



thought a poppy display 
would be interesting for 
the patients, especially 
as many were around for 
at least one of the world 
wars. 

“Not only are the 
patients enjoying the 
display, but their 
relatives appreciate it 
too, with many 
commenting on how 


lovely it is. 

“By making the extra 
effort, families feel 
assured we are doing all 
we can to help put 
patients at ease. 

“The whole team is 
really passionate about 
making the ward as 
homely as we can and 
giving patients the best 
experience possible.” 


Funding boost to help 
protect the Lapwing 


A VITAL Lapwing revival 
project will be undertaken at 
Parc Slip Nature Reserve, on 
the outskirts of Bridgend, 
thanks to a Landfill 
Communities Fund grant 
£26,060 from SITA Trust. 


In addition to the practical habitat 
management and creation, the project 
will also undertake research and 
monitoring on the reserve and in the 
wider landscape to better understand 
and conserve the species around 
of Bridgend. 

There will be plenty of opportunities 


Parc Slip Nature Reserve is owned for people to get involved in helping 
and managed by The Wildlife Trust of out with the project at Parc Slip; we are 
South and West Wales (WTSWW). looking for keen volunteers to help 
The reserve is a restored opencast site with practical rnanagement on the 
consisting of a mixture of meadows, reserve and we will be running regular 
wetlands and woodland. Thanks to this work party days - see 
funding one of the key species on the www.welshwildlife.org/events/ 


reserve, the Lapwing, will be receiving dates. 


major boost over the next few 
months 


Tools Granville of SITA Trust added: 
“This project focuses on a reserve, 


Vaughn Matthews, conservation which in the past has supported up to 
officer for WTSWW said: “We are 15 pairs of breeding Lapwing. This 
delighted that this funding has enabled number has declined, following the 
us to carry out work to benefit such a national pattern. As a ground nesting 
beautiful and evocative species and we bird the Lapwing needs quite an open 
are looking forward to seeing an site for nesting, where dense 
increase in breeding pairs at Parc Slip 
in the coming years.” 

The Lapwing is an iconic farmland 
bird which has undergone a drastic and wet areas where chicks can feed, 
decline across the UK as a result of WTSWW will reduce scrub levels, 
loss of breeding habitat. Today the create additional scrapes and nesting 
lapwing is a UK and Wales priority substrate which should lead to an 


vegetation and scrub does not provide 
cover for predators. 

Lapwing also like shallow scrapes 


requiring urgent positive increase in Lapwing at the site. We are 
delighted to have been able to support 
the Landfill 


species 
action. 

To reverse the decline at Parc Slip its work through 
Nature Reserve, a series of habitat Communities Fund.” 
creation and management projects will SITA Trust provides grants through 
soon be implemented. These will the Landfill Communities Fund. This 
range from the creation of wetland important source of funding has been 
scrapes and cryptic nesting sites to the available since 1997 and has provided 
appropriate management of wetlands, such worthy projects with more than 


meadows and arable fields. 


£1.3 billion. 


CARE HOMES 
OPERATING 
ON ^LIMITED 
RESOURCES’ 


CARE home bosses 
in Wales have 
backed a call for 
urgent reforms of 
the way services 
are commissioned 
and paid for in 
Bridgend. 

A review into the 
quality of life and care 
of older people in care 
homes in Wales 
conducted by the Older 
People's Commissioner 
has revealed worrying 
flaws in procedures for 
commissioning social 
care. 

According to Sarah 
Rochira’s report ‘A 
Place to Call Home?', 
the way care is procured 
is often more about 
“contractual frameworks 
and service 
specifications” rather 
than the quality of life 
of older people. 

Care Forum Wales, 
the organisation that 
represents 500 
independent care 
providers, welcomed 
many of the findings 
which reinforced what 
they had been saying for 
years. 

Chair Mario Kreft 
said the report had also 
highlighted the fact that 
it was less viable to run 
care homes in Wales 
than it was in England. 

As a result, an 
increasing number of 
Bridgend care homes 
were closing because 
they were not viable at a 
time when the need for 
them was growing 
because of the increase 
in the number of older 
people in Wales. 

Care Forum Wales, 
he said, supported Sara 
Rochira’s demand for a 
new approach which 


Free learning get-together 
for the local community 


BRIDGEND 
Communities First 
is inviting those who 
live in the Lower 
Cluster areas of 
Pyle, Brackla, 
Morfa, Newcastle, 
Oldcastle, Wildmill, 
Bryntirion, Laleston 
and Merthyr Mawr 
to a free community 
get together about 
learning, on 
November 27 at 
10am - 1pm in 
Brackla 
Tabernacle. 

The Welsh 
Government funded 
Communities First 
programme aims to 
reduce poverty by 
improving education 


and skills, health and 
employment 
opportunities. 
Throughout the morning 
you will find out about 
learning successes and 
barriers and find out 
what free learning 
opportunities are 
available for you. 

There will also be 
lots of fun taster 
learning demonstrations 
including arts and crafts 
sessions such as 
Christmas centre pieces 
and jewellery making; 
computer skills 
including ECDL and 
how to use your iPad; 
literacy and numeracy 
learning and a family 
learning demonstration, 
showing what activities 
Bridgend Communities 
Eirst delivers within 


schools. 

A free lunch is also 
provided giving you the 
chance to meet other 
community members 
and organisations to 
have your say on 
training needs within 
your community - as 
Bridgend Communities 
Eirst relies on your 
input to help plan future 
training programmes. 

This is your 
opportunity to have 
your say on what 
learning opportunities 
you would like to see in 
venues and times 
suitable for you .. .so 
don’t miss out! 

For details, call 
01656 815120 or 
www.commfirstbridgend 
.co.uk. 


fiobook 



MARIO KREFT. 

would see services 
being commissioned for 
quality rather than 
reinforcing a “culture of 
compliance to the bare 
minimum”. 

Mr Kreft said: “The 
report is an important 
piece of work but it 
does not fully recognise 
what is being achieved 


despite the system and 
does not give enough 
credit to the good 
quality care being 
provided by many good 
people across Wales. 

“Yes, the standard of 
care can be inconsistent 
in places and where 
there is bad practice it 
should be rooted out, 
but the majority of 
providers are doing a 
remarkable job in the 
circumstances. 

“Most care homes 
and nursing homes 
provide a very good 
standard of care while 
there are many 
examples of excellent, 
life-enhancing quality 
care taking place, often 
under difficult 
circumstances and with 
extremely limited 
resources because of the 
chronic underfunding of 
social care in Wales.” 


Guide Dogs need 
your used stamps 

I AM appealing for used postage stamps 
which help me raise funds which I then 
donate to the Guide Dogs for the Blind - in 
the past year, I raised £1,100 from stamp 
donations. 

Recycling used postage stamps is such an easy 
way to raise money for the charity and I am always 
in need of all types of postage stamps, including 
British, foreign and Christmas stamps. 

I would be grateful if people could cut the 
stamps from their envelopes (leaving a 1cm margin 
around the stamp) and send them to the address 
below: 

Myrna Chave, PO Box 91, 

Virginia Water, Surrey, 

GU25 9AR. 

(Email stamps4gdftb@live.co.uk). 
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fflGH TIDE TIMES 

(UNTIL NOVEMBER 20) 

The high tides listed in this week’s GEM are 
those in Porthcawl. It should be remembered 
that along the coast, high tide times will vary. 
For instance, in Barry, the high point 
will be 20 - 25 minutes later. 


DATE 

Time 

Ht 

Time 

Ht 


AM 

M 

PM 

M 

13 Thur 

10.08 

8.4 

22.37 

7.9 

14 Fri 

10.55 

8.1 

23.31 

7.6 

15 Sat 

11.59 

7.5 



16 Sun 

00.48 

7.5 

13.21 

7.7 

17 Mon 

02.06 

7.5 

14.34 

7.8 

18 Tues 

03.09 

7.9 

15.28 

8.2 

19 Wed 

03.59 

8.4 

16.16 

8.7 

20 Thur 

04.39 

8.8 

16.56 

9.1 


While The GEM makes every effort to check the 
accuracy of tide tables, we recommend that anyone 
putting out to sea, or walking in an area where they 
could be cut off, should check with a tide table 
specific to their location. 


We abide by the code of practice upheld by the 
Independent Press Standards Organisation 
(IPSO). This contains 
provisions for issues such as accuracy. 

If you have a complaint, write to us at the address 
below, left, or call editorial manager Don John on 
01446 774484. All complaints will be fully 
investigated. If you are not satisfied with the 
outcome, you may wish to contact IPSO do 
Halton House, 20-23 High Holborn, London 
EC IN 2JD. Website: www.ipso.co.uk. Tel: 0300 
123 2220. E-Mail: complaints@ipso.co.uk. 
Enquiries: inquiries@ipso.co.uk. 
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Local veterans mark 
centenary of battle 


IT was a mild, 
sunny morning 
when 14 veterans 
set off from M4 
Sarn services 
heading for the 
Belgium town of 
Ypres. 

Our objective, to 
commemorate the 
centenary of the battle 
of Gheluvelt that took 
place on October 31, 
1914. The journey by 
mini-bus to Dover, ferry 
to Calais and on to Ypres 
was just ordinary. 
However, arriving at 
Ypres at 19.00 we were 
confronted with a ‘lock- 
down’ situation, with 
roads and pavements 


closed off with barriers 
and armed police 
swarming everywhere. 

This was an 
unexpected 
inconvenience since we 
had to manhandle our 
luggage to our ‘luxury’ 
apartment. It soon 
became clear from the 
number of limos 
assembled in the square 
outside the Cloth Hall 
that something big was 
happening. It transpired 
that 20 world 
ambassadors were 
attending the Menin 
Cate to lay their 
respective wreathes. 

That’s the easy bit 
covered. The remaining 
three days are far more 


difficult to put into 
words with any degree 
of understanding for the 
reader since they are 
charged with much 
emotion. 

A visit to Essex Farm 
Cemetery to the north of 
Ypres had some 1,200 
graves. It was here in 
May 1915, Canadian 
army medic John 
McCrae wrote his 
famous poem ‘In 
Flanders Fields’. A visit 
to Tyne Cot cemetery, 
probably the largest 
Commonwealth war 
cemetery in the world 
with 12,000 graves, 
8,000 unidentified with 
the inscription ‘A soldier 
of the Creat war. Known 


Is your organisation 
in need of funding? 


IF you are a part of a voluntary 
group or organisation in Bridgend 
County Borough looking for 
funding now or in the future, it is 
vital that you attend a free of 
charge funding fair on Tuesday, 
November 18 from 2pm-7pm at 
Bridgend Life Centre in Angel 
Street, Bridgend. 

A Bridgend Association of 
Voluntary Organisations spokeman 
said: “The funding stalls will include 
Arts Council Night Out Scheme, 
Business in Focus, Charity Bank, 
Coalfields Regeneration Trust, 


Community Chest, Creen Shoots Rural 
Investment Fund, Heritage Lottery, 
Local Investment Fund, Social Firms 
Wales, Sport Wales, Tidy Towns (Keep 
Wales Tidy), Institute of Fundraising, 
Fundraising Standards Board, 
Community Foundation Wales and 
Groundwork. 

“There will be a number of 
presentations and workshops. 
Admission to the whole event (funding 
fair and workshops) is free of charge 
and no advance booking is required.” 

For further details, call BAVO on 
01656 810400. 


unto Cod’, leaves you 
with a chilled feeling of 
‘Why?’ 

The Artillery Wood 
cemetery in comparison 
has 141 graves that 
includes that of Hedd 
Wyn. 

All these cemeteries 
are maintained in 
immaculate condition by 
the Commonwealth War 
Graves Commission, in 
comparison to the 
German cemetery at 
Langemark. There, the 
black headstones lie 
horizontal on the ground 
and will often be the 
mark of a massed grave. 
Welsh memorial 

The new Welsh 
memorial at Pilckem 
Ridge, where 38 Welsh 
Division saw action in 
the third battle of Ypres 
in 1917, is a magnificent 
monument for all Wales. 
We met a couple from 
the Swansea valley who 
wanted us to sing the 
Welsh National Anthem. 
The small crowd that 
had gathered were in 
awe. 

And so, on October 
31, 2014, 100 years to 
the day after the battle of 
Gheluvelt, we all 
assembled at the village 
of Gheluvelt to view and 
walk the ground where 
2nd Welsh Regiment 
and 1st South Wales 
Borderers were in 


NO WIN 
NO FEE! 

Paying rent but your landlord is 
not maintaining your property? 
We can obtain compensation 
for you! 



A 

f local firm, 
offering 
a national 


service. 


Q: Will it cost me money if I lose? 

A: No 

Q: How much could I receive? 

A: All claims are different, the average 
claim is £2,500 


You have nothing to lose by calling us to assess whether you have a claim. 

Call on (01446)700693 or visit our office: 106 Broad 

Street, Barry, Vaie of Giamorgan CF62 7AJ or caii 01639 630844 

www.newboldsolicitors.com 




NewboldSolicitors 

Barry | Blackwood | Cwmbran | Neath 


defensive positions 
against the advancing 
German XXIV Reserve 
Corps. 

The battle 

commenced at 06:00 
and by 08:00, the 
artillery barrage had 
almost wiped out the 
2nd Welsh regiment 
position with 16 officers 
and 514 ranks dead, 
wounded or missing. 
The CO, Ft. Col 
Morland was killed in 
this action. 

A wreath was laid at 
the South Wales Borders 
memorial at this 
location. 

On the evening of 
October 31, 2014, three 
wreaths were laid at the 
Last Post ceremony at 
the Menin Gate, a very 
moving event at 20:00, 
every day of the year. 

Dave Davies, 
BEM, TD, 
President Bridgend 
Branch RW 
Comrades Ass (RRW) 


PAODS’s search for a star 


THE Porthcawl Amateur 
Operatic and Dramatic 
Society (PAODS) is looking for 
Porthcawl’s own Dorothy, Toto 
and Munchkins to appear in 
their next production next 
April of The Wizard ofOz. 

Dorothy: playing age 14 to 16 years 


old, must possess a good stage 
presence and a strong melodic voice; 
children, ages 8-17 years; Toto, a 
small well-behaved dog! 

Auditions will be held on Sunday, 
December 14. For an audition, please 
contact secretary Barrie Wilson on 
01656 788148 or by email: 

barriewilsonl @ sky.com. 


■JlNHS 




YOUR LOCAL MEDICAL 
NEGLIGENCE EXPERTS 

Call Now 01446 791811 

Misdiagnosis, birth injuries, cerebral palsy, 
missed fractures, wrong treatment. 

No win - no fee, fully qualified solicitors. 
Free Ciaim Evaluation. 

Tel: 01446 791811 

E-Mail: info@NHSIawyer.co.uk 
www.NHSIawyer.co.uk 

NHSIawyer is regulated by the Solicitors Regulation Authority 
(SRA number 569027) 


£1,000,000 




STOCK IN YOUR HOME F 


OR 




GUARANTEED! 


MATTRESS 
&BED z' 



iSaS 


w 


END OF LINE AND 
DISPLAY MATTRESSES 



3ft Mattresses 

were £99.95 

NOW ONLY £49.95 
4ft Mattresses 

were £199.95 

NOW ONLY £97.95 


Unit I, Retail Area, 

Llandow Ind. Est, 

Nr Cowbridge. CF71 7PA 

Tel; (01446) 772927/772928 

SATNAVCF7I 7PA 

NORMAL OPENING HOURS: 

MON, TUBS, WED & FRI 9am-5.30pm. OPEN LATE EVERY 
THURSDAY 9am-8pm.SAT 10am-5.30pm. SUN I lam-5pm. 


Silentnight agd 
Rest Assured 


www.theplaceforhomesltd.co.uk 



4ft 6 Mattresses i 

were £199.95 I 

NOW ONLY £99.95 
5ft Mattresses 

were £359.95 

NOW ONLY £179.95 | 



Visit our website at 
www.theplaceforhomesltd.co.uk 
Enquiries; email sales@theplaceforhomesltd.co.uk 


( YOU WANT IT...WE’VE GOT IT AT THE BEST PRICES 
AND DELIVERED FOR CHRISTMAS 
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BAVO seek 
people with 
big hearts 



PICTURED (left to right): Tracy Evans, 
BAVO’s AdvantAGE befriending support 
worker, Barbara Rees from Ogmore Valley, 
and peso Hayley Richards. 


AN innovative 
partnership has been 
developed between 
Bridgend Association 
of Voluntary 
Organisations 
(BAVO) and South 
Wales Police to visit 
isolated older people 
within the Garw and 
Ogmore Valley, as 
part of BAVO’s Big 
Lottery-funded 
Community 
Companions over 50s 
befriending project. 

BAVO receives 
many referrals from 
older people in need of 


company. In some 
areas the demand is 
high, and it needs more 
volunteers to meet it. 
BAVO has welcomed 
involvement from 
PCSOs to visit isolated 
people in our 
community until a 
suitable volunteer can 
be found. 

Can you make a 
difference to someone’s 
day? Find out how by 
contacting BAVO on 
01656 810400 or email 
bavo@bavo .org .uk. 


INSTALir 


^KM^HIRE LTD 



All sizes available. 
Delivered & Collected. 

Waste collection 
service. 

Free surveys and 
estimates. 

Labour hire 
to load your skip. 

Grab hire & Plant hire._ 

95% of our waste 
is recycled. 

Council/highway 
permits arranged. 



Tel: 01446 421072 

Email: installskiphireltd@hotmail.co.uk 

Unit 12F, Atlantic Trading Estate, Barry CF63 3RF 


Cadets’ Remembrance at Kenfig Hill 


CADETS and staff 
from 2117 (Kenfig 
Hill) Squadron RAF 
Air Cadets took part 
in the parade and 
service of 
Remembrance in 
Kenfig Hill on 
Sunday, November 9. 

The Squadron cadets 
paraded four standards 
this year. Two cadets 
from the Squadron laid 
wreaths; Cadet Thomas 
laid the wreath on behalf 
of the Squadron and 
Cadet Willoughby 
assisted in laying a 
wreath on behalf of the 
Submariners. 

The parade marshal 
was Sgt (ATC) Richard 
Peckham also of Kenfig 
Hill Squadron. 

Sqn Ldr Barry C 
Thomas RAFVR (T) 

Officer Commanding 
2117 (Kenfig Hill) 

Squadron RAF Air 
Cadets said the staff and 
cadets felt honoured to 
be part of the 
community’s tribute to 
those who have given their 
lives in service, both in past and present conflicts, 
and also remembering their families and loved 
ones. 

Lindsay Thomas 
Secretary Civilian Committee 


Staff and Cadets prior to 
the parade and service. 



Good neighbours 
can help thwart 
the rogue traders 


BRIDGEND county 
borough residents 
were urged last 
week to help protect 
their elderly and 
vulnerable 
neighbours from 
rogue doorstep 
traders - as part of 
National Consumer 
Week 2014. 

This year’s campaign 
asked neighbours, 
friends, relatives and 
carers to join a new 
scheme which lets 
elderly or vulnerable 
people nominate 

someone else to deal 
with cold callers and 
doorstep traders on their 
behalf. 

A ‘Nominated 

Neighbour’ postcard is 
being made available by 
Bridgend County 

Borough Council’s 
Trading Standards team 
and South Wales Police, 
which elderly and 
vulnerable residents can 
place on their front door 
after filling in details of 
their nominated 

neighbour’s address and 
phone number. 

Bridgend County 
Borough Council’s 
Leader, Coun Mel Nott 
said: “Unfortunately, 

rogue traders often target 
elderly and vulnerable 
members of our local 
communities. This year’s 
campaign focused on 
protecting yourself as 
well as your neighbours 
and loved ones from 


these doorstep criminals 
who often cold call and 
offer to carry out repairs 
which are poor quality, 
unnecessary and charged 
at extortionate prices. 

“There have even been 
reports of homeowners 
being driven to their 
bank to withdraw money 
to pay for a job. Doorstep 
crime can also have a 
significant impact on 
legitimate local traders, 
who can lose valued 
custom as a result of 
residents falling prey to 
the aggressive and 
underhand tactics of 
rogue traders. 

“This new postcard 
initiative helps to prevent 
direct contact between 
vulnerable residents and 
doorstep traders, 

therefore reducing the 
risk of doorstep crime 
taking place.” 

To report incidents of 
doorstep crime, contact 
South Wales Police on 
101. If you suspect a 
crime is in progress and a 
rogue trader is at yours or 
a neighbours’ property, 
call 999. 

To request a 
‘Nominated Neighbour’ 
postcard, contact 

Bridgend County 

Borough Council’s 
Trading Standards team 
by calling 01656 643275 
or by emailing 
tradingstandards ©bridge 
nd.gov.uk. 


Concert raises £2,200 for 
Sandville Centre funds 



A CHARITY 
concert on behalf of 
the Sandville Self- 
Help Centre in 
Porthcawl given by 
The MG Accordion 
Show Band, with 
the Col Canto 
singers, at the 
Stella Maris church 
hall, raised over 
£ 2 , 200 . 

A total of 100 guests 
were treated to a superb 
table buffet, arranged 
and supplied by Tracey 
and Paul of Town & 
Country Bedrooms. 

Estate agents Watts & 
Morgan kindly donated 
the £100 ‘Golden 
Ticket’ star prize, and 
various local business 
contributed valuable 
advertising support and 
other prizes, including a 
£50 dinner voucher from 
restaurant Rava in 
Porthcawl. 

The MG Accordion 
Show Band are 


delighted to have been 
able to donate all their 
profits, which exceed 
£5,000, to local charities 
in the last three years. 

They play a large 
repertoire of popular 
music, including Latin, 
songs from the great 
musicals, film themes 
and sing-alongs, and 
have completed over 40 


concerts at various local 
venues this year. 

Engagements this 
year included a wedding 
reception in the castle 
keep at St Donat’s, The 
Glamorgan Holiday 
Hotel, the Masonic and 
other retirement homes, 
plus various clubs, WIs 
and social events. 

Although the average 


age of the ‘boys in the 
band’, is over 75, and 
they have performed 
together for over 20 
years, they still have a 
light-hearted style, enjoy 
‘fooling around’, while 
they play, and 
entertaining audiences 
of all ages. 

GERRY EZARD 


Flying 
fares 
ore no 
contest 


I NEED to visit my apartment 80 miles from Malaga 
before Christmas, and having flown with Vueling 
from Cardiff before, I went to their website and was 
astounded to discover that they are offering just five 
flights in November and two in December. 

These two December flights are priced at €250 one 
way. Alternatively, I can fly from Bristol with Ryanair, 
with a choice of four flights a week at almost half this 
price. There is no contest. Wake up, Vueling! 

Dr Robert Balfour, Ogmore-by-Sea. 


Stay snug 
this season 



5 Roq^ 
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Fine turnout as citizens of Porthcawl pay 
their respects to those who died in war 


PICTURES by MALCOLM NUGENT 


PORTHCAWL’S Remembrance Day followed the usual format. 

A service was held in All Saints’ Church, and then the congregation 
walked to the Cenotaph in the church grounds, where they were joined 
by a large crowd of local people for the Last Post and the two-minute 
silence. 

Many young people were present - a trend that has been growing 
over recent years. 



ABOVE: Philip Richards made a personal family tribute to his father 
and grandfather, wearing their medals on Remembrance Day. 

The top row medals were awarded to his father, Garfield Richards, 
while the lower belong to his grandfather, Garfield Franklyn Richards. 
These include the Distinguished Conduct Medal (DCM). 
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Pencoed remembers the local men who 


died in World War One and Afghanistan 



Photos by MANDY THOMAS 
(Available for purchase, 
telephone 07541 982794) 

CONSCIOUS of the centenary of World 
War One, organisers of Pencoed’s 
Remembrance Sunday honoured the 32 
men who are recorded on the town’s 
Cenotaph as perishing between 1914 and 
1918. 

Local schoolchildren (helow) each wore a sash 
with the name of one of the 32. 

While World War Two was included in the 
somhre day, time was also found to remember 
two more recent deaths, hoth in Afghanistan. 

Lance Corporal Dane Elson and Lance 
Sargeant Tohie Fasfous were remembered when 
two white doves were released by family 
members. (See picture, far right). 

The Remembrance Parade was notable for 
the large number of young people who were 
present, as local youth organisations turned out 
in force. 












































Thursday November 13th, 2014 


WWW,facebook.com/slainorsansem • www.twitter.com/sem news 


Br 


THE GEM - 7 


Porthcawl is packed out on November 5 for 
firework display and community bonfire 


PORTHCAWL has always been busy on Bonfire Night in recent years, thanks to the 
free firework display organised by the Hi Tide Inn. 

However, a new community event - a bonfire on Salt lake car park - definitely bought more local 
people into the town centre to enjoy the occasion. 

The bonfire was the brainchild of some Porthcawl First members, and it was all organised within 
a week. Spokesman Steve Maitland-Thomas said that the original idea came from group member 
Les Tallon Morris, and that local businesses and the community had donated the wood. 

Mr Maitland Thomas said that car parking money taken by local businessman Pat Evans was 
being donated to Ty Hafan - at Mr Evans’ request. A sum of almost £700 has been collected. He said 
that a community collection on the night had raised almost £800, and that would go to local good 
causes. 

He said they had been delighted to make the event happen in such a short time, and they were 
keen to do it again next year. 



The Porthcawl Mayor, Court Sean Aspey, hands out sweets to the children. 






CANTORION COETY, a choir of 32 
mixed voices which meets at Gilead, Coity, 
has been busy preparing for the festive 
season. 

The choir sang at a musical evening arranged by 
Noddfa Ruhamah Chapel at Philadelphia Road, 
Porthcawl at the beginning of November. The 
performance was well received by the audience, and 
the choir shared the concert with the chapel’s 
talented instrumentalists and musicians. 

The choir will next perform at a concert to be held 
at Tondu Weslyan Church on November 14. As we 


approach the Christmas season the carols will 
assume their rightful place as part of the choir’s 
performances. 

Cantorion Coety will sing at the Gilead Christmas 
Tree Festival, to be held at Coity, on Monday 
evening December 8. 

The period up to Christmas this year will have 
proved to be a busy time for Cantorion Coety. 
Grateful thanks go to their talented musical team of 
Eira Paskin, musical director and Gareth Waite, 
accompanist. ARJ 
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Crowds gather in Bridgend town centre 
to observe special Remembrance Sunday 


Photographs by RANDELL JOHN 

www.RandellJohnPhotography.com (Tel 01656 662324) 

IN Bridgend, the Royal British Legion was conscious that extra attention was on this 
Remembrance Sunday - due to the 100th anniversary of the outbreak of World War 
One. 

The crowds seemed to be bigger as a result, but all went smoothly as the parade made it way past 
the Civic Offices in Angel Street, and on through town to the Cenotaph, where a moving service gave 
the assembled crowd a chance to refiect on all those who made the ultimate sacrifice during wartime. 
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Pencoed knitters 
are out to help 
Velindre charity 



ABOVE (left to right): Myra Jones^ Diane Dyer and Janice 
Davey are selling knitted toys for Velindre Hospital. 
(Photograph by Mandy Thomas^ 
www.mandythomasphotography.co.uk) 


A GROUP of ladies from 
Pencoed are hoping that their 
knitted Christmas toys will be 
a success once again and raise 
more money for Velindre 
Hospital. 

From left to right, Myra Jones, 
Dianne Dyer and Janice Davey have 
been making soft Christmas toys and 
filling them with chocolates for the 
Cardiff cancer hospital every year for 
15 years. 

Their responsibilities are neatly 


divided up. As Myra knits them, 
Dianne stuffs them, and Janice sells 
them! 

Last year, they collected £1,000 for 
cancer research and this year they are 
hoping to exceed this amount. 

The toys will be on sale as usual, in 
Pencoed, and are available from 
Sheppards chemists, and from the 
social club. There will be a Christmas 
fay re at the social club on November 
29, and the toys will be on sale there. 

For more information, contact 
Dianne Dyer on 01656 860521. 


Pancreatic cancer toll: 

‘More needs to be done’ 



WELSH Lib Dem AM for 
South Wales West, Peter Black, 
showed his support for 
November’s Pancreatic Cancer 
Awareness Month by attending 
a reception at the Welsh 
Assembly this week. 

Organised by Pancreatic Cancer 
UK, it brought together patients, 
family members, clinicians treating the 
disease, researchers studying ways to 
diagnose pancreatic cancer at an earlier 
stage and representatives of other 
cancer charities operating in Wales, to 
increase awareness of pancreatic 
cancer during the awareness month. 

In Wales, pancreatic cancer is the 
sixth biggest cause of cancer death, 
with 487 cases diagnosed, and 440 


deaths recorded in 2012. 5-year 
survival rates in Wales are just 3.4 per 
cent. 

He commented: “I was pleased to be 
able to support Pancreatic Cancer 
Awareness Month by attending this 
event in the Assembly. It was good to 
meet with people who have direct 
experience of the disease, including 
some of my constituents. And it was an 
opportunity to learn more about 
pancreatic cancer and what needs to be 
done to change its shockingly low 
survival rates. 

“Clearly there is more to be done to 
help improve early diagnosis into the 
disease so more people are diagnosed 
at a stage when curative surgery is still 
an option, and to come up with better 
treatments for patients.” 


Local band’s 
new album is 
one to get 
excited about 

I Review by PHILIP IRWIN | 



One Time Alive are (left to right): Jack 
Parryy Ed Rees and Sarah Griffiths. 
(Photograph by Peter Morgan). 


W RITING 
for The 
GEM 

comes with certain 
journalistic 
limitations - one 
being that if you 
make a statement, 
you should offer 
some evidence. 

However, when it 
comes to reviews, those 
shackles are off, so here 
goes with a pretty 
extravagant declaration! 

After seeing 
Porthcawl band One 
Time Alive launch their 
album. Sugar Train, at 
the SUSSED shop in 
James Street, I doubt if 
there is a better live 
band in the area. 

That’s extravagant for 
two reasons. First, I 
wouldn’t claim to have 
seen all the other local 
bands, and second, the 
launch gig was the 
band’s first - and there 
are no more local gigs 
on the horizon. 

However, what makes 
One Time Alive special, 
is that they don’t do 
cover versions. Every 
song on the album has 
been written by bassist 
and lead vocalist Ed 
Rees - so to hold an 
audience’s attention 
doing nothing but 
original material is really 
quite remarkable. 

How many times have 
you heard a band do a 
series of popular rock 
numbers, with the 
audience clearly 
enjoying the gig, and 
then they say the 
dreaded words: “We’d 
like to do a couple of 
our own compositions”. 

Generally, it takes 
about 45 seconds for the 
audience to wander off 
to replenish their drinks! 

So, what I mean is 
that One Time Alive 
have produced an album 
with 21 self-penned 
tracks covering different 
musical styles, all of 
which hold your interest 
when played live - and I 
wonder if there is a local 
band that can offer that. 

It helps that they are a 
solid unit instrumentally. 


Ed Rees is a bassist 
who knows how to keep 
the song moving. He’s 
not flashy, but is very 
much in the John Me Vie 
mould. Drummer Sarah 
Griffiths does the same, 
and adds variety on 
backing vocals and the 
occasional lead. 

Einally, Jack Parry, on 
lead and rhythm guitar, 
is a real prodigy, and at 
just 17, he seems vastly 
more mature. He’s 
content to be part of the 
team, but when he does 
cut loose the result is 
stunning. 

This is shown to best 
effect on the track, 
‘Certain Peace’, which is 
a ‘homage’ to ‘Ereebird’. 
Sarah sings lead on this, 
and it’s a gentle ballad, 
until Jack comes in for 
the finale, giving it the 
full Lynyrd Skynyrd 
treatment. 

Another favourite of 
mine, and it’s one that 
suits Ed's vocals best, is 
‘Midnight in 
Beech wood’. It has that 
edgy feel that you get 
from Don Henley or 
Tom Petty, with Jack 
Barry coming in with 
atmospheric guitar fills. 

You get the feeling 
that Ed must have a 
massive record 
collection, because there 
are plenty of different 
musical influences, from 
punk to rock to Motown. 

Lyrically, the songs 
are interesting rather 
than pointed. Ed is more 
Pete Sinfield than Paul 
Simon, but again the 
complete package holds 
your attention, and the 
songs repay repeat 
listening. 

The album was 
recorded in Ed’s studio 
at home in Porthcawl, 
and some of the bigger 
productions meant 
having the brass section 
set up in the living 
room! 

It would be good if 
this collection of songs 
could find their way to a 
wider audience. 

The album Sugar 
Train is available from 
SUSSED, James Street, 
Porthcawl and from 
Amazon. 


CHILDREN’S 

CHRISTMAS 

REINDEER 

COMPETITION 



Porthcawl shops 
taking part in the 
competition 
will be displaying 
the poster shown 
on the right . 

IT is the last week of 
the GEM reindeer 
competition - 

organised by 

Porthcawl Town 
Twinning 
Asssociation and 
Porthcawl Chamber 
of Trade. 

By now, youngsters 
taking part should have 
collected plenty of clues 
as they follow the story 
of Santa’s missing 
reindeer. 

Don’t worry, if you 
have missed the first 
four episodes, they can 
still be read via The 
gem’s online edition. 


Copies of those 
episodes can also be 
collected from the 
Porthcawl Town 

Council office in 
Victoria Avenue. 

The full competition 
rules were printed with 


parts one and two. 

Part five of the story 
is below, and keep a 
look out for the poster 
(above) that will identify 
which Porthcawl shops 
are taking part in the 
competition. 


The Mysterious 
Disappearance of 
Father Christmas’ 
Reindeer 


Part 5: The Good Fairy Saintse 


Written by Joel 
Guerriau 
(Mayor of St 
Sehastien sur 
Loire, Senator 
and children’s 
author) 

Illustrated by Mathieu 
Redelsperger 
Translated by Melanie 
Weaver (Porthcawl St 
Sebastien Town 
Twinning Association) 

DRESSED in a 
precious silky sari, 
the fairy Saintse was 
standing on the edge 
of a lake. Her long 
red hair accentuated 
her slim and long 
silhouette. She was 
focusing and getting 
ready to give life 
back to the reindeer 
that had been found. 

On the shore stood 
Father Christmas, 
accompanied by elves 
dressed in old boots 
which went up to their 
knees, patched jeans, 
creased shirts and 
jackets printed with 
flowers. 

Everybody was 

captivated and impressed 
by this magical 
ceremony. The fairy 
slowly immersed the six 
little wooden reindeer 
into the lake, then she 
held up her arms towards 
the forest in order to 
capture the force of 
nature and whispered in 
a soft voice her magical 
formula “Malabatou... 
Ahiboubou caribou...” 



A fine white mist 
covered the calm water 
of the lake. One by one, 
the reindeer emerged, 
growing little by little 
until they reached their 
normal size. 

Cries of joy rang out 
when Comet, the first, 
leapt onto the shore, 
followed by the five other 
reindeer. 

They were so happy to 
find themselves together 
again, but their joy didn’t 
last when they noticed 
that their three friends. 
Dancer, Dasher and 
Donner were not there. 

Suddenly, in the 
distance, a grey and 
hairy shape came out of 
the fir trees and 
approached slowly. Little 
by little, you could 
distinguish long hooves 
which landed gently on 
the ground. The dreamy 
animal breathed in 
nature’s good air. 

Donner! Always late 
and with his nostrils in 
the wind, he had escaped 
the poison! 

Between the imposing 
antlers, you could now 
see Know-it-all making 
big gestures. At his side 
two wooden objects were 
suspended. Dasher and 
Dancer! 


“There is Know-it-all 
and his informer 
Donner, ” Father 

Christmas guffawed with 

joy. 

“When we learnt that 
two children had had 
their figurines stolen, we 
were on the watch 
outside Ugly Dora’s 
thatched cottage, ” 
explained Know-it-all 
out of breath. 

“When Bright Spark 
and Ugly Dora came 
back with their loot 
stolen from the children, 
Donner charged at them 
with his head lowered 
and his antlers in front. 
Surprised, Bright Spark 
let go of his game bag 
and they ran away 
without a murmur. ” 

“You are 

tremendous, ” exclaimed 
Father Christmas 

grabbing hold of Dasher 
and Dancer. 

Everyone applauded 
the two heroes while the 
good fairy Saintse got 
ready to bring the two 
reindeer back to life. 

Father Christmas did 
not hold it against Bright 
Spark. Instead, he 
proposed that he become 
his special inventor- 
advisor and asked him to 
follow him on his next 
round with his sleigh 
Galactic One, so that he 
would not miss out a 
single child. 

Latest news: we have 
just learnt that Bright 
Spark has invented a 
children’s dream catcher 
which is linked to a 
machine that makes 
‘tailor-made’ toys. 

Never seen before ... 
another brilliant idea! 
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GEM readers respond to 
story of young Serb in 
search for grandfather 


by GEM REPORTER 


THE Glamorgan 
GEM recently told 
the story of a young 
Serbian man who 
was appealing to 
the people of south 
Wales to help him 
find out what had 
happened to his 
long lost 

grandfather, who 
fled a civil conflict. 

Slobodan Erdeljan 
(24), who lives in 
Belgrade, said his 
grandfather, Danilo 
Ljubenko, had travelled 
to London and then on 
to Wales during the 
Second World War. 

“My grandfather 
escaped to London from 
Belgrade when World 
War Two started and 
after that the family lost 
contact with him. 

“The family received 
a letter, and the address 
on the envelope referred 
to a street in south 


Wales - in Pontypridd.” 

Over the years, the 
family received 
infrequent letters from 
Pontypridd - and then 
they stopped. Slobodan 
suspected, but could not 
be certain, that his 
grandfather had died. 

He appealed in The 
GLM for information 
and has been receiving 
responses from people 
who knew his 
grandfather in 
Pontypridd. 

One said that Mr 
Ljubenko - “a very 
gentle person, a lovely 
man” - was known in 
Pontypridd as ‘Danny’, 
and that he passed away 
more than 10 years ago. 
He had lodged with a 
local family. 

Slobodan hopes to 
visit south Wales one 
day and see where his 
grandfather lived out the 
second half of his life. 



Slobodan hopes to visit 

south Wales to see ABOVE: 

where Danilo lived. Danilo Ljubenko. 


Timberaway 


Garden & Tree Services 

Qualified N.P.T.C • Competent & Insured 
Trees & Hedges Trimmed • Reduced & Lelled 
All Waste Removed. 

We can do the work for you. 

Free 

Quotation 
(trade also 
welcome) 


S01446 402848 # 07739 389578 



VALUATIONS 

General Antiques 

Bonhams will be in the areas of Cowbridge, 
Penarth and surrounding villages of the Vale 
of Glamorgan for home valuations. 


ON THE 
BATTLEFIELD 

Imagine you ’re on the battlefield 
You smell the fumes of the gun. 

Imagine you ’re in the trench, 

You feel the mud clench to your boots. 
Imagine you ’re leaning against the trench wall, 
You gaze at the sky wondering about your family. 
Where they are and if they’re ok? 

Imagine you’re staring across no-man’s land. 
The land that used to be a beautiful forest. 
Imagine you see your friend go over the wall 
The friend that never came back. 

Imagine you hear the sound of guns 
Your heart pounding with fear. 

Imagine you are shaking with horror. 

You taste the fire burning before you. 

Imagine you peer over the top. 

You are thinking about those you love. 
Imagine you’re thinking about those friends. 
Where are they? What could they be doing? 

This is why we remember them. 

Those people who fought for their country. 

This is why we think of 
these people 
Because of what they 
did. 

by ROSIE WATTS, 
a pupil at St Andrews 
Church in 
Wales School. 


APPOINTMENTS 

029 2072 7980 
oardiff@bonhams.com 


Bonhams 

7-8 Park Place 
Cardiff CF10 3DP 



J 




^ % 


pT' 

I ^ 




Maria Battle, Chair of Cardiff and Vale UHB; prostate cancer patienCs wife, 

Mrs Doris Dallimore; prostate cancer patient Mr David Dallimore; 

Mark Drakeford AM, Minister for Health and Social Services and Professor Howard Kynaston. 

Health board introduces 
robotic cancer treatment 


CARDIFF and Vale University Health 
Board is “proud” to be the first centre in 
Wales to offer the latest treatment for 
prostate cancer. 

Minister for Health and Social Services, Mark 
Drakeford AM visited UHW on November 6 to see 
this pioneering procedure. 

The regional service will benefit patients across 
south and west Wales and delivered by surgeons 
from Abertawe Bro Morgannwg, Aneurin Bevan, 
Cardiff and Vale and Cwm Taf University Health 
Boards. 


Local hospital 
discharge service 


DO you have a 
relative in hospital 
and wonder what 
help is available 
when they come 
home? Are you 
and 
about 

coping*' 

Age Connect Cardiff 
and Vale has its own 
hospital discharge 
service which can 
support you and your 
loved one with both 
emotional and practical 
support. 

Hospital discharge 


anxious 

worried 

9 


provides short term 
intensive support to older 
people in their own 
homes following 

discharge from hospital. 

The service operates 
over a seven-day period 
for six to eight weeks. 

An adviser will be 
available to chat on 
Tuesday, November 18, 
from 10am to 12 midday 
at The Senior Health 
Shop, Holton Road, 
Barry. 

Contact 01446 732385 
for further information 
or just come along, no 
appointment is needed. 

GF 


FOLLOW THE DRAGON 
IN THE SIX NATIONS! 


WELSH rugby fans 
hoping to see the 
RBS Six Nations 
2015 away games 
will be able to fly 
direct from Cardiff 
to Paris Charles de 
Gaulle and Rome 
with low-cost airline 
Vueling, to see 
Wales take on 
France and Italy. 

The special flight to 


Paris Charles de Gaulle 
departs Cardiff on 
Lebruary 28, 2015, at 
9.15am and lands in 
plenty of time to explore 
the Lrench capital before 
heading to the Stade de 
Lrance for the match. 

A special Rome flight 
departs the day before 
the Italy v Wales game, 
on March 20, 2015, 
meaning fans can enjoy a 
weekend break in the 
Italian capital city and 
return the day after the 


Registered Clinical Dental Technicians 


Express Denture Clinic 

Denture Experts 


A GEORGE III IRISH WHITE MARBLE AND 
AFRICAN BRECCIA MARBLE CHIMNEYPIECE, 

Sold for £50,000 


Bonhams 


bonhams.com/cardiff 

Prices shown include buyer’s premium. Details can be found at bonhams.com 


Implant Retained Dentures 
New Dentures - 5 day Service Available 
Free Initial Consultation and Advice 
Emergency Denture Repairs 
in 1 Hour 

New Flexible Dentures and 
Chrome Plates 
Home Visits Available 

Eat, Smile & Talk 

with confidence 

Telephone - Cardiff: 029 20623222 
Talbot Green: 01443 222509 

Andrews Denture Clinic, 89 Whitchurch Road, Cardiff, CF14 3JP 
Threeways Dental Laboratory, Talbot Square, Talbot Green, CF72 SAB 


The First Step to a Better Smile 


match. Cardiff Airport’s 
aviation and business 
development director, 
Spencer Birns, said: 
“This is really good news 
for Welsh rugby fans and 
is testament to Vueling’s 
commitment to Cardiff 
Airport. 

“As one of our leading 
airlines, we’re pleased 
that Vueling has 
recognised what rugby 
means to the people of 
Wales by offering these 
flights in addition to their 
Spanish programme.” 

Fans wanting to travel 
to the Scotland game can 
fly to Edinburgh with 
CityJet, who have 
additional seats 

available for the 
weekend away. 

CityJet also serves 
Paris Orly with a daily 
scheduled service. 

For more information 
on flights and routes from 
Cardiff Airport, visit 
www.cardiff-airport.com 
or to book your 6 Nations 
flights visit 

www.vueling.com/en or 
WWW. cityjet.com. 


Robot Prostatectomy, using the da Vinci system, 
is a procedure which involves precise keyhole 
surgery to remove the prostate, using robotic 
techniques. 

There are other methods available to surgically 
remove the prostate which include open surgery and 
conventional laparoscopic/keyhole surgery but the 
robotic-assisted method is minimally invasive and is 
quickly becoming the preferred treatment for the 
removal of the prostate following the diagnosis of 
clinically localised prostate cancer. 

Mark Drakeford, Minister for Health and Social 
Services, said, “This robotic treatment system is the 
first of its kind in Wales, showing how we are 
investing in the latest hi-tech equipment and 
procedures to provide the best treatment available 
for patients.” 

Professor Howard Kynaston, consultant 
urological surgeon said, “I’m delighted to welcome 
the Minister to UHW to view the da Vinci robot. 

“This method of treatment for prostate cancer has 
major benefits over traditional surgical treatment; 
there’s less post-operative pain, reduced blood loss, 
reduced length of stay, quicker recovery and better 
overall outcomes for patients. 

“I look forward to working with my colleagues 
across south and west Wales to provide a robotic 
assisted surgery centre of excellence.’’ 


MAESTEG ANIMAL WELFARE SOCIETY 

I Kittens, young 
and older cats- 
I All needing a new family! 

AH cats have been 
neutered & mieroehipp ed 

All our work is funded by Charity Shops. 

We sell bric-a-brac, books, clothes and all items of 
furniture. Donations always welcome. 

Tel: 01656 721496 or 01656 769855 

www.m aesteganim alrescue.co.uk 

Charity no. 1020630 




Our GEM Facebook winner 
for November 6, 2014 is: 

LAURA EVERin 

who correctly answered last week’s 
question in The GEM. 

Our lucky winning reader, chosen at randonn 
wins a £25 prize voucher to spend with any 
advertiser in last week’s GEM. 

The connpetition runs every week throughout 
2014 with a potential prize fund of £ 1, 150. 

Congratulations, Laura! 


REMEMBER TO LIKE US AND SHARE 
ON FACEBOOK: 

iacebook.com/glamorgangem 
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Little Liorah’s life filled 
with precious moments 


FOR little Liorah 
McCarthy, every 
Christmas is 

particularly 
special - because 
when she was born, 
doctors feared she 
might not even see 
her first festive 
season. 

But the brave seven- 
year-old, who suffered 
two major strokes shortly 


after birth, has defied 
medical expectations 
and, despite being unable 
to walk or talk, has 
enjoyed many precious 
moments with her family, 
thanks to the support of 
Ty Hafan, the family 
hospice for young lives. 

Liorah and her mum, 
Tegan, have now been 
chosen to lead Ty 
Hafan’s Christmas 
‘Precious Moments’ 
appeal which aims to 


raise funds to create 
many more such 
memories for children 
with life-limiting 

conditions, by providing 
emotional and practical 
support for the 
youngsters and their 
families. 

Since it was set up 15 
years ago, Ty Hafan in 
the Vale has helped more 
than 600 such life- 
limited children across a 
wide area of Wales, and 


Barry mum backs 
launch of National 
Adoption Service 


A BARRY woman 
who was adopted as 
a child, is 

supporting the 
launch of a new 
service, designed to 
speed up the 
adoption process 
for Welsh children 
and prospective 
adoptive parents. 

Sarah Chappie (39) 
was adopted when she 
was just four weeks old. 
She now lives in Barry 
with her husband Mark, 
their 10-year-old son and 
15-year-old daughter. 

She has a close 
relationship with her 
adoptive parents. Her 
parents adopted her 
through St David’s 
Children Society, a 
voluntary adoption 
agency based in Cardiff. 
She has volunteered as 


' f ' 


an adoption panel 
member at Barnardo’s 
Cymru for eight years. 

Sarah is now 
supporting the launch of 
the National Adoption 
Service for Wales, which 
will promote the positive 
impact of adoption, 
increase the pool of 
adopters in Wales and 
ensure good quality 
post-adoption support is 
available to those who 


need it, wherever they 
live in Wales. 

“Recent statistics 
show there are 139 
children on the Wales 
adoption register waiting 
to be matched with a 
family. While there are 
58 adopters referred to 
the Wales Adoption 
Register, only 22 are 
potentially available for 
these children as many 
are already having 
matches with other 
children considered,” a 
spokeswoman said. 

“The new service is 
being led and delivered 
by local government, 
working closely with 
voluntary sector partners 
and is a key part of the 
Welsh Government’s 
plans for transforming 
the way social services 
are delivered in Wales.” 


the number continues to 
grow steadily. 

A letter from Tegan is 
going out to tens of 
thousands of homes 
across Cardiff and the 
Vale this week 
explaining how the 
activities and facilities at 
Ty Hafan give Liorah 
precious experiences the 
family never thought she 
could enjoy. 

She said: ''When we 
were first introduced to 
Ty Hafan, we were all 
blown away by the 
support they could offer 
us. Liorah simply loves it 
there. She can’t walk or 
talk, but she’s very 
determined and knows 
what she likes. At Ty 
Hafan, her face lights up 
with a beautiful smileT 

Tegan is calling on the 
public to contribute 
towards creating more of 
those special moments 
for children, especially at 
Christmas. 

Ty Hafan also wants 
people to talk about their 
own ‘precious moments’ 
through social media in 


Festive 

bazaar 

THERE’S a 2014 
Christmas Bazaar at 
Bethel House, Dinas 
Powys (part of the 
Hebron Hall complex) 
on Saturday November 
22 from 2pm to 3.30pm. 

Crafters are invited 
to book a table (£5 per 
table) - these need to be 
booked by Monday 
November 17. Contact 
Sue or Julie on 02920 
513 162. 


the run-up to the 
Christmas season. 

Said Jenna Lewis, 
head of individual giving 
at Ty Hafan: “Life is 
made up of memorable 
moments. We’d like 
people to think about 
their own particularly 
special memories and 
share them online. 

“The support that Ty 
Hafan provides extends 
further than our hospice 
and is delivered in the 
family home, at hospital 
and in schools across 
Wales. Our hope is that 
the public will support 
our Christmas appeal so 
we can continue 
providing families with 
precious moments which 
they can cherish forever.” 

It costs £3.7m a year 
to provide the charity’s 
state-of-the-art facilities 
at Sully and deliver its 
support services to 
families out in the 
community. An individual 
donation of £23 would 
provide an hour of care 
and support to a child 
and his or her family. 
However the charity is 
urging people to donate 
what they feel able as the 
whole operation depends 
on the generosity of the 
public. 

To make a donation, 
please visit visit 
www.tyhafan.orglprecio 
us. Share your own 
precious moments by 
sending a tweet to 
©tyhafan with the 
#preciousmoments. 



ABOVE: Liorah with her grandparents. 






complete care solutions 


Exceeding your 
expectations... 


AWARD WINNING 

Quality Care at Competitive Prices 

From simple help in the home to 24 hour care, 

we can help you to keep your independence. 

Serving the Vale and surrounding areas for 14 years! 

Tailor made plans to suit your individual needs and budgets. 
For a no-obligation assessment and quote please call us. 

STAFF: WE WELCOME APPLICATIONS FROM MOTIVATED, 
QUALIFIED NURSES AND EXPERIENCED CARE STAFF. 

01656 863963 

. . . Our staff have been winners or finalists of Care Forum 

' ■ VLI Wales Awards nearly every year since its inception in 2000 


WHY RENT? 

BUY A NEW HOME AND 
BE ALL WRAPPED UP 
BY CHRISTMAS. 


Reserve your new home 
and legally complete in 
time for Christmas, and 
we'll pay your Stamp Duty.” 



Cloudy2Clear Windows 
- Service With A Smiie! 
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STEAMED UP DOUBLE GLAZING? 

Ooii*t roplaco tHo Framers*^ Just tho Panes! 


PERSIMMONHOMES.COM/ 

CHRISTMAS 

**Stamp Duty paid is available on selected plots for a December 2014 legal completion, subject to status. Terms and conditions apply. *For full terms and 
conditions on our‘win the interest paid on your mortgage' prize draw, seewebsitefordetailswww.persimmonhomes.com/christmas. Details correct at time of 
going to press. 


Broken or Dameged Windows? 
Faulty Handles or Locks? 

Want The Latest Energy Saving Glass? 

All Glaxing Backed By Our 

Manufacturers Guar antee 

^riortcy nMa|stso«i« 

0800 61 21118 
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GRABit 



SPECIAL OFFER 


Grab Loads Away at 
only £135 + vat 

COVERING: BARRY, SULLY,WENVOE, 
DINAS POWYS & PENARTH. 

Suppliers of Quarry/ 
Re-cycled Aggragates and Soil 

Please call for prices covering The Vale of Glamorgan. 
No load too big or small, 
we can cover it all. 

Vale of Glamorgan approved contractors. 
We cover all aspects of Tarmac/Block Paving 
/Concrete Slabs & Concrete Drive/Pathways. 


Driver & 1.5 ton Digger Hire from 

ONLY £200 

Driver & 3 ton Digger Hire from 

ONLY £230 

Driver & I ton Dumper Hire from 

ONLY £200 


We cover all aspects of Design and Build. 

For more information please 
call Simon on: 

01446 700535 




O 


You can follow 
The GEM on Twitter - 
find us @gem_news 


LOCAL SCHOOL HOLDS OPEN EVENING 



ON Wednesday, October 15, successful yet. We now look forward 
Ysgol Gyfun Bro Morgannwg to welcoming our largest ever year-7 
, . cohort in September 2015. 

held Its annual open evening. Among the activities on show was a 
Thank 


you to everyone who gymnastics demonstration. 


attended and helped make it the most 


Katy Hurley 


HELP ALFIE FIND OUT 
WHAT LIFE’S ALL ABOUT! 


The GEM has joined forces with the Dogs Trust to find 
suitable homes for inmates at the Bridgend rehoming centre. 


ALFIE is a six-month-old Jack Russell terrier who has 
missed out on all-important early socialisation, so he is 
quite sensitive for a young lad. 

As a result, Alfie will need gentle, patient handling and 
owners who won’t overwhelm him. He will need to live with a 
well adjusted dog in the home to show him the ropes, and he 
will need plenty of off-lead exercise to bum his energy and give 
him a chance to socialise with other dogs. 

Despite his worries, he has improved hugely in his short time 
with us - he’s still a young boy, so in the right hands we are 
sure he will live up to his full potential! He’s a real sweetheart 
and lots of fun. Alfie can live with children aged 14 or above. 

Linda Feagan 



Events at St* Donats 



Live Wire • AC/DC Tribute 

Sat 15 Nov, 7AOfu 
£1S 


9B4f:H 

T^uHi 20 Nc’V, 7.30 i*m 
T^ ufs nVSO / £12.00 ADv 


Craets eor Curistvias Favre 
30 N«tv , 11am - 5pm 

T t{TS £6 CAR / £2 PIR PtRSOM OK FOOT 


NlfHT A” TmI OiRA 

A Trbhjte to Queen 
Fri 5 OfT, 7 30^1 
I £16 


Frozen (PCI 

Sii»j 7 Off Ham 
TTaTs£S 50/£4 S0 Aov 


Do you need help in 
getting books from 
the library service? 


At this time of the year, many 
people find it difficult going out 
and relish the thought of reading a 
good book in front of a cosy fire. 
Are you, or do you know someone 
who is, an avid reader who can no 
longer get out to choose books 
from the library? 

Vale of Glamorgan libraries have 
just the service! 

A spokesman said: “We have a team 
of dedicated volunteers based at 
libraries throughout the Vale, who 
choose books and deliver them to 
readers who, through illness or 
incapacity are unable to visit the 
library. 


“The home library service can 
provide books in standard and large 
print and talking books on CDs or 
cassettes. 

“Why not give our community 
outreach officer, Andy Griffiths, a call 
to find out if you are eligible for the 
Home Library Service?” 

Andy visits every ‘home borrower’ 
for a chat and to find out their reading 
tastes and then pairs them with a 
volunteer at their local library. What 
could be simpler? Contact Andy on 
Barry 725381 or email 
ADGrijfiths@valeofglamorgan.gov.uk. 


Give your bedroom a 
magical transformation with 
replacement bedroom doors! 



We make doors to replace 
all leading brands, such as 
Sharps, Christies, Strachan, 
MFI and SigmaB. 

Laminate, Solid Wood 
or Fainted Doors available, 
all made to measure 

Most jobs completed in a day 
No need to empty wardrobes 
Fitted within 7 days of order 
Looks as good as new. 

No Mess • Less Cost • No 
Fuss 

All doors made to measure in 
any style, colour or finish. 

Free, no obligation 
quote - CALL NOW! 


SI'DONAJS 

&t<kit'4ts<6D«n 01446 739 1{!0 

□ Pitdouts f 1 itiionacs 


Lkwi (jir«iv. St \ V Lwdb 




BEDROOM GENIE 

Call: 01446 688021 or 01656 360030 

TRANSFORM YOUR BEDROOM AT A FRACTION OF THE COST 

www.thekitchengenie.co.uk 
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TRIPLE GLAZED WINDOWS 
ANY SIZE ONE PRICE! 




ORDER BEFORE 28TH NOVEMBER FOR INSTALLATION BEFORE CHRISTMAS 





I 


NO DEPOSIT 

MOST SECURE 
LOCKING SYSTEMS 

MADE TO MEASURE 
FOR A PERFECT FIT 
- EVERY TIME 

OOC^ W 

m tp 




Ttf^LI OIA2tO 
WINDOW PACICACCS 

5 THpIp Olmpd WMpm ANY UZI 

6 IHfil* GlacMi WMom ANY SIZE 

7 GImP d WMowt ANY SSE 

8 IHpIp OI«i»d WindoiMw ANY SIZE 

9 IVipIp GlM«d Wlmdowt ANY SSf 

10 TrM* Gl«<»d Wm6om% ANY 


Our p«ck«9« 
pric* only 


£3,420 

£4,104 


£4,788 

£5,472 

£6,156 


£6,840 


60 i w oiU N y p«ywwU 
m .7S% fU«d p«r lapaW 

£ 71.79 
£ 86.15 
£ 100.51 
£ 114.87 
£ 129.23 
£ 143.59 



4^ 


FREE £100 M&S 
GIFT VOUCHER! 


‘{K/l&b'" 

£100 Giii Voucher 


[ON COMPLETION OF YOUR ORDER 


ORDER NOW TO MAKE SURE THAT YOU HAVE YOUR NEW WINDOWS & DOORS FITTED BEFORE CHRISTMAS 



A R^ted Energy 
Effkicnt • Every Time 

NoUe Reduction 


The Host Secure 
Windows A Doors V 


RATED I 

EVERY Tl 



l^^^^lnstant Online Quote 

NO salesman. NO pressure. 

NO hassle, just an instant price! 


ALL PRICES INCLUDE FULL INSTALLATION AND VAT - NO HIDDEN EXTRAS 


Receive a FREE instant online quote: 

www.g2sgroup.co.uk 



Vmw our Ml product ranee at 


www.g2swales.co.uk 


Ihs Re rfert ni 


CAU US 

24/7 


01656 349 783 


Urvit 1 YlotL Park. BfiderfVd lodli^tfi^l Eilala, Rriclearvd CF31 3TB Cam Ilmieda* a tocjRfatotta—Ur^ikwc ewau aMU >er% uowdt >004 firoftkim 

SHOWROOMS ALSO AT SALISBURY. SWINDON, MtLILSKAM. BRISTOi AND CLOOCtSTtR 

i£i « I I I ea <m 


^monctmsrn i w e »eeRe «t»—we v ni ee»epiyr^— A ^<»i n ie im #e^ eaea nj ise^ t aretes i M i ei n * 
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Out and About with The Gl 




YOUR CHANCE 
TO WIN £25 

to spend with any GEM advertiser this week. 
Competition running every week during 2014. 


Simply answer the question posted 
on Facebook each week. 


You will find the answer in that week’s 
GEM which is available online and in print 
every Thursday. 

Inbox us your answer and contact details. 
Competition closes at 5pm every Monday. 

Every week a winner is chosen at 
random and will have £25 to spend with 
any advertiser in that week’s GEM! 

Like US on facebook: 
Jacebook.com/glamorgangem 



WHATS ON IN AND AROUND YOUR AREA 


Wick fayre 

Wick and District Pensioners’ Club will be 
holding their annual Christmas fayre in Wick 
Village Hall this Saturday, November 15, from 
2pm. 

Christmas stalls include cakes, books, produce, 
tombola and toiletries. Wick Youth Club will have 
a drinks, chocolate and sweets stall. There will 
also be a grand raffle with numerous prizes. 

Admission is 50p to include refreshments. 
Contact George on 01656 890386 for further 
information. 

Colwinston cinema’s 
Highsmith thriller 

ON Saturday, November 15, Colwinston Cinema 
will be screening The Two Faces of January in 
the Village Hall. 

This stylish adaptation of the classic Patricia 
Highsmith thriller set in 1962 Athens stars Kirsten 
Dunst and Viggo Mortensen as a wealthy couple 
with a dark secret who lure a young tour guide into 
a web of mystery and danger. 

Very elegant, very Alfred Hitchcock and with a 
splendid 1960s feel. 

Tickets are £6 on the door or £4.50 in advance 
from The Sycamore Tree Inn, Colwinston. Doors 
and bar open at 7pm, with screening at 8pm. 

_DF 




r rornc 


For all your entertainment needs 
please ring Russell on 01446 740520 
or email picknmixcircus@gmail.com 
or visit www.pick-n-mix.co.uk 


Age Connect 

AGE CONNECT Cardiff and Vale is holding a 
coffee morning on November 15 at The Senior 
Health Shop, Holton Road, Barry, from 10am to 
12 midday; free admission. 

Wide range of new and good quality baby and 
children’s clothes at drop down prices. Contact 
01446 732385 for further information. All proceeds 
of the coffee morning will go to The Ageing Well 
Project in Barry. 

Legal advice 

AGE CONNECT Cardiff and Vale is holding a 
free legal advice session at The Senior Health 
Shop, Holton Road, Barry on Tuesday, 
November 18 (lOam-12 midday). Contact 01446 
732385 for further information. 

No appointment necessary. 

Tuesday Club 

AT Llancarfan Ladies Tuesday Club on 
November 18, Mrs Mary Grey will demonstrate 
flower arrangements for Christmas at 7.45pm. 

All welcome. 

Diabetes talk 

THE Vale of Glamorgan Diabetes UK voluntary 
group will meet on November 18 in the Board 
Room, Llandough Hospital, from 7.30pm-9pm. 

Dr John Gregory will speak on ‘Current clinical 
paediatric trials in diabetes’. Everyone welcome. 

Bowls club AGM 

THE Llantwit Major Bowls Club will hold its 
AGM on Thursday, November 20 in the pavilion 
at 7pm. All members are requested to attend 
when an important proposition will be discussed 
and voted on. 

Lifeboat hop 

PENARTH Lifeboat Shop is selling souvenirs 
and gifts in order to raise money for the RNLI. 

It is situated within the RNLI boathouse on the 
Esplanade, Penarth seafront, next to the yacht club. 
Hours of opening, 2pm to 5pm, Wednesday, 


Saturday and Sunday; Christmas cards, 2015 
calandars and diaries in stock.Telephone 02920 
711659 for further information. 

Two organists 
in harmony 

ON November 23 at 7.30pm in St Augustine’s 
Church, Penarth, well-known organists Robert 
Court and Jeffrey Howard repeat their very 
successful Welsh Prom programme. 

Playing together and making use of iPads and a 
piano in various combinations, these two versatile 
musicians work together in perfect harmony. 

The event is being organised by the Eriends of St 
Augustine’s Church and the programme includes 
Saint-Saen’s Danse Macabre, film themes from On 
Golden Pond and extracts from Mozart’s Symphony 
No 40. 

Tickets are available on the door at £7 (full), £5 
(members of the Eriends). Eree for children under 
11 and £2 for those over 11 and students. 

Proceeds will be in aid of the charity Thrive, 
which supports children with disabilities and their 
families, and The Eriends of St Augustine’s, which 
helps to maintain St Augustine’s Church. 

Charity quiz 

MEMBERS of the Barry committee of Cancer 
Research UK (Cymru) is holding a quiz night to 
raise money for cancer research. 

It is being held at the Mount Sorrel Hotel, Barry 
on Wednesday, November 26 at 8pm. Entrance fee 
is £2 at the door. All are welcome. 

Valeways walks 

ON Thursday, November 27 at 10am, ‘Up one 
side and down the other’, seven-mile walk 
starting at the Sportsmans Arms, Peterston 
Super Ely. 

On Sunday, November 30 at 2pm, ‘coast and 
parks’ starting at the cliff top car park, Penarth. 



Scott Wroe Laura Wroe Tonya Sutton 


FREE Hearing Tests 

November at Scott Wroe Hearing Penarth 



Scott Wroe Hearing is a ieading, independent hearing practice, that has grown 
from recommendations and referrais. We spend time with our customers to 
ensure that they are fitted with the right hearing aid for their personai needs and 
aii of our devices come with a comprehensive aftercare service. 

We are a Five Star Hearing Centre for Phonak, a Widex Centre of Exceiience 
and the oniy approved suppiier of Beitone hearing aids in South Waies. 

At our centre we have the abiiity to demonstrate the benefits of using induction 
ioops, TV devices, and the new range of teiephones that enabie ciients to hear 
again easiiy whiist chatting to famiiy and friends. 

Throughout November, we are providing free hearing tests. 

This is a great way to find out if you have a hearing ioss. If you already have a 
hearing aid you are also quite welcome to come along and have it checked at 
the centre and to see what we have to offer. You may be quite surprised! 

If you would like to find out more information or would like an informal chat 
please do contact us on 02920 707760. 


• The highest levels of service and aftercare 

• 30 day trial on all hearing aids 

• 5 year warranty on all Phonak hearing aids 

• 5 year aftercare service plan with all hearing aids 

• Independent advice on all leading makes and models 

• Home visit service available 


For more information 
or to arrange your 
appointment 
Please call 

02920 707760 

Station Approach, 
Penarth CF64 SEE 

(FREE PARKING 
OPPOSITE THE 
CENTRE) 


“1 would thoroughly recommend 
Scott to anyone thinking of buying 
a hearing aid. He is extremely kind, 
patient and efficient. Thank you 
Scott and Laura for your incredible 
service.” 

“1 can't thank Scott enough 
for his excellent, kind and 
caring service. Without his 
professional help and 
advice my world would be 
a silent one “ 

“Many thanks for 
your wonderful 
after sales service 
over and above the 
call of duty!” 

“1 cannot speak highly 
enough of the help, attention 
and personal care Scott has 
given me and 1 would highly 
recommend him to all who 
have a hearing loss.” 

“1 would recommend 
Scott Wroe Hearing 
Centre to anyone who 
is missing quality of 
life as a result of 
hearing loss” 

“1 am extremely 
grateful for all the 
help and up to date 
information 1 have 
received from this 
excellent firm.” 

Mrs G . Mayo-Evans 

Mrs S Smith 

Chris & Doug Hall 

Mr J Hall 

David Burr 

Mrs J Thorpe 
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GRANDIOSE AND EPIC, CHRIS NOLAN’S 
INTERSTELLAR IS A TREMENDOUS WORK 


O VER the course of three Batman 
films (not to mention the 
underrated The Prestige and the 
rightly-rated Inception), Chris Nolan has 
emerged as a film maker of real power 
and clout - one of the few directors 
capable of bringing original, epic in scale 
films to cinema screens. 

Cardiff Bus to 
sponsor the Vale 
Jazz Festival 


LOCAL bus 
operator Cardiff 
Bus is the first 
sponsor to be 
announced in 
support of the 
proposed Vale Jazz 
Festival - it is 
planned to be held 
mid-June, 2015. 

Cardiff and Vale 
based Cardiff Bus made 
a goodwill gesture of 
supporting the event 
where they can, and 
allowing the festival to 
be advertised on all 
their vehicles. 

Coun Richard Berlin 
who is one of the 
organisers, said: 

“I would like to 
thank Cardiff Bus for 
being the first sponsor 
to sign up to the jazz 
festival which, if it gets 


the go-ahead, will 
provide entertainment 
and education for the 
county. 

“This means with the 
help of Lottery funding 
and support from others 
to be announced, we 
can put on a seaside 
weekend for both locals 
and visitors in the area. 

Gareth Stevens, 
Business Development 
Manager at Cardiff Bus 
said: 

“Cardiff Bus is 
delighted to support the 
Vale Jazz festival. 

“Being part and 
parcel of everyday life 
in the Vale we felt it 
important to help the 
event move from an 
idea to a reality.” 


Interstellar sees him 
direct man of the 
moment, Matthew 
McConaughey, who 
plays Cooper, a former 
NASA test pilot who is 
tasked with the job of 
piloting scientists into 
the furthest reaches of 
space - and, indeed, 
beyond - in order to 
find an alternative 
planet for humanity to 
exist on - as earth is 
becoming weaker and 
weaker, battered by dust 
storms that are 
damaging food sources. 

However, on a 
journey that sees them 
travel through the 
galaxy and beyond, the 
team (including Anne 
Hathaway and Wes 
Bentley) soon realise 
that this is a mission 
with perils and danger 
at every turn... 

The old saying that 
“They don’t make them 
like they used to” most 
certainly applies to 
cinema. 

Where once film 
makers were given the 
freedom to create 
original stories, to test 
their abilities and not be 
afraid to dream a little 
bigger, we now find 
ourselves in a cinematic 
landscape where, when 
a director comes along 
to do just that, it’s seen 
as something of a rarity. 

It’s a theme that rears 
its head early on in 
Interstellar, Matthew 


McConaughey’s Cooper 
lamenting the fact that 
where once we looked 
at the stars, we now 
look at the floor - a not 
so subtle dig at 
Hollywood’s 
conservatism and lack 
of ambition perhaps, but 
certainly the fulcrum of 
Nolan’s intentions here. 

Yet amidst the 
hugeness of Nolan’s 
film, you’ll find a story 
that manages to be both 
heartfelt and 
intelligent - although 
some may find its final 
act pushing the 
boundaries too far. 

Over the course of 
the last decade, Nolan 
has shown a vision and 
scope that outstrips 
most film makers who 
have come through in 
the last 20 years or so, 
belonging in the same 
group as Steven 
Spielberg and Ridley 
Scott. 

Capable of delivering 
what an audience wants 
at a scale that astounds 
and mesmerises, his CV 
is littered with 
tremendous visual 
moments (the city 
folding in on itself in 
Inception, The Dark 
Knight’s 18 wheeler 
being flipped over). 

Over the course of 
169 minutes, Nolan 
leaves no stone 
unturned in order to 
create what is easily his 
most ambitious film to 



date, both thematically 
and in terms of its size. 
That he comes within a 
hair’s breadth of pulling 
it off shows just how 
good he is. 

You could easily 
argue that Interstellar is 
a film that owes a debt 
to Spielberg’s work; 
there’s the space theme, 
the delicate balance of 
story and visual 
ambition, the single 
parent family being tom 
apart by circumstances 
bigger than them - this 
is arguably Nolan’s take 
on a family film much 
like Close Encounters... 


was, a melding of big 
themes to a grounded 
story. 

Once we hit space 
you have to keep up, as 
the script, written 
alongside his brother 
Jonathan, doesn’t try to 
hide its intelligence, but 
there’s plenty of 
explanation and subtle 
exposition to avoid you 
getting too lost in the 
plot. 

That the brothers are 
able to marry up the 
lofty themes of 
relativity and whether 
time can be measured as 
a fourth dimension (try 
to keep up at the back), 
along with human 
concerns of leaving 
loved ones behind and 
ensuring the survival of 
the planet’s population, 
shows a deft touch. 

The sticking point is 
an ending which will 
easily divide audiences, 
some seeing it as a 
suitable way to wrap up 
proceedings, others a 
kowtow to 
conventionality,. 

How you take the 
film overall may depend 
on your feelings 
towards the conclusion, 
but of Nolan’s ability to 
paint on such a grand 
canvas you will have no 
doubt. 

The performances hit 
the mark, with Matthew 
McConaughey 
maintaining his hot 
streak with another 


incredible turn. Many’s 
the career renaissance 
that has been scuppered 
by a trip to the 
blockbuster land, but 
here McConaughey 
grounds the film with a 
performance that leans 
less on the fantastical, 
and more on a father 
leaving his children for 
what he believes is the 
greater good - and 
perhaps never returning. 

Nolan has built an 
all-star cast and there 
isn’t a weak link in the 
chain, though special 
attention should be paid 
to Mackenzie Foy as 
Cooper’s daughter, 
showing an incredible 
ability to hold her own 
with her more 
illustrious father. 

Its ambition cannot 
be faulted, and it’s 
possibly only in the way 
it handles its climax that 
the sheen may come off 
slightly for some, but 
Interstellar proves not 
only that Chris Nolan is 


one of the greatest, 
most ambitious 
directors of recent 
times, but also provides 
proof that cinema 
needn’t dumb itself 
down to resonate, in 
what is an incredible 
piece of film making. 

VERDICT - 
Grandiose, epic film 
making that is a feast 
for the eyes as much as 
the heart. Interstellar is 
a wonderful example of 
how visionary directors 
can create work that has 
as much style as it does 
substance. 

The cast are great, 
but this is the Chris 
Nolan show and he 
more than lives up to it; 
the climax may divide 
the viewer, but there is 
no doubting the 
incredible achievement 
made by the director 
here. Essential viewing. 

SEE THIS IE YOU 
LIKED: Inception 
(2010), Gravity (2013). 


SILVER CLAY WORKSHOP 

A SILVER clay workshop will be held on 
November 24 from lOam - 3pm at Sarn 
Lifelong Learning Centre in Merfield 
Close. 

This course is suitable for complete beginners, 
organised by Welsh Government-funded Bridgend 
Communities First. Places are free of charge to 
those living in Communities First postcode areas. 
Book in advance on 01656 643693, text: 
07815525017, or email: 

KayleaI>owliing@bridgend.gov.uk. 



Leekes 


BUY NOW PAY 2015 

✓ No deposit to pay 

✓ No repayments until April 

✓ Up to 3 years FREE credit 


This bathroom 
from only 


month# 


INTEREST 

FREE 


— ■ rr 


Visit our NEW 
BATHROOM STUDIO 

ET Over 50 room sets on display 

^ Shop with confidence with our 

LOWEST PRICE GUARANTEE* 

IE' FREE 3D professional design and planning 

IE' FREE pre-fit survey with preferred installers 

IE' Wide range of tiles, underfloor heating 
and bathroom accessories 


Jacuzzi) HERITAGE 


BATHROOMS 


Book your FREE no-obligation quotation today at leekes.co.uk/quote home 


Leekes Llantrisant, Cowbridge Road, RCT CF72 8XU I Tel 0333 222 4120 I Onlineatleekes.co.uk 


#Representative Example: Cash price £2301 I No deposit I Nothing to pay until April 2015 then 24 monthly repayments of £95.88 per month I Total repayment £2301 I 0% APR Representative. Finance is subject to status, conditions apply. Credit is provided by Hitachi Consumer Finance, a trading 
style of Hitachi Capital (UK) PLC who are authorised and regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority. Price includes standard WC, basin, pedestal and tap, shower bath, bath screen and shower. *Subject to terms and conditions, ask staff for details. tWhen you buy any bathroom, conditions apply. 
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HALF 

PRICE 

AND IN YOUR 

HOME FOR 
CHRISTMAS 

(While stocks last) 


Designer furniture for every room 
at prices everyone can afford 
STILL IN YOUR HOME FOR CHRISTMAS! 


DISCOUNTS 



OFF EVERYTHING 


In Uie “Autumn" Collecilon | 

for a. iiimied ^iod 


Miranda. 

Beautiful Designer Sofas, in stock 
and in your home for Christmas 
RRP£1999 SALE £999 

£799 THE PAIR 


Solid Oak bedroom i J^AUDicTlIlR^I 
furniture. Pieces from 
only £99 

Maddison Dining Range. 

Stunning Oak, huge number of pieces in the 
range, in stock and in your home for 
Christmas 
RRP £999 SALE £499 

£399 THE TABLE 



Superb Range of 
Beds & Bedsteads. 
Double Divans 
from only £199 


iHMSTMASU: 



Amazing Selection 
of Dining Furniture 
from only £99 




Amazing range of Oak 
Furniture 


Beautiful designer fabric sofas Amazing selection of wooden and Left or right facing corner units Great choice of Large choice ofdining sets or 

metal bedsteads Bedroom Furniture individual dining tables 


Reclining action and Leather Choice of chairs to match your Divans with storage in all sizes 

Sofas table choice and many colours. 


Land 

fw /# Bentley ^ 

homestcor’es ^1 


Unit 5, Freemans Park, 
Penarth Road, 

Cardiff, 

CF11 8TU. 

Tel: 02920 371970 


^A/ C2X. 


www.fwhonriestores.co.uk 


homestores 

.co.uk ^ 

PENARTH ROAD 
k CARDIFF 


Over 21 years | | 
/ • of unbeatable 
low low prices 


NEW 

LATE NIGHT 
MONDAYS 
Open till 8pm 


takeupto^^P 

:,JSU 

F months 


Like us on facebook 


Opening Times Mon: Q.SOam - S.OOpm Tue - Fri: 9.30ann - e.OOpm Saturday: Q.OOam - 6.00 pm Sunday: 10.30am - 4.30pm 


FREE credit 

no interest no charges 
0% typical APR 
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Proving that Welsh belongs to us all! 



ON Wednesday, 
October 15, Brynteg 
school took part in 
the annual 

‘Diwrnod Shwmae 
Sumae!’ day. 

The aim of the day 
was to celebrate our 
national language and 


Wales, and to remind us 
that the Welsh language 
belongs to everyone and 
can be used anywhere. 

Pupils and staff were 
encouraged to start every 
conversation through the 
medium of Welsh and to 
bring a Welsh theme into 
lessons regardless of the 


subject. Many pupils and 
staff took up the invite to 
wear a red or green 
jumper to school. In 
addition to this, the 
Welsh department 
organised a lunchtime 
quiz which was 
extremely well attended 
by lower school pupils. 


Warning after van thefts 


POLICE are warning van 
drivers to be on their guard, 
after a string of thefts across 
Llangynwyd and Maesteg. 

There have been a number of 
incidents recently where work 
equipment and tools have been stolen 
from vans. 

Officers in Maesteg are urging 
anyone who uses a work van to keep 
their vehicle secure at all times and not 
to leave anything in it overnight. 

PS Mark Davies stated: “We are 
aware of a series of thefts from vans 
across the Maesteg area at the moment, 
and we are working hard to try and 
identify and catch those responsible. It 
is really important that anyone who 
uses a van for work try their best to 


make life difficult for thieves, and take 
appropriate security measures. 

“We would urge anyone who sees 
any suspicious activity to report it to 
police on 101, if you believe a crime is 
in progress”. 

The first of the seven thefts was 
reported on Wednesday, October 8 
with the others being reported on 
Wednesday, October 15 and Saturday, 
November 8. The thefts occurred in the 
Llan and Cwmfelin areas, as well as 
Maesteg. 

Anyone with information can call 
the police on 101, or contact 
Crimestoppers free and anonymously 
on 0800 555 111. 


Also, with the help of 
our AS and A-level 
Welsh pupils, a ‘Bore 
Coffi Shwmae’ was held 
in both staff rooms and in 
the sixth form common 
room where staff and 
pupils could purchase 
tea, coffee and cakes, but 
only if they asked for 
them in Welsh! 

All profits from this 
went to Ty Hafan 
children’s hospice. 

This is only the second 
national ‘Diwrnod 
Shwmae Sumae!’ and the 
first time that we at 
Brynteg have 

participated, so hopefully 
next year will be even 
bigger and better. 

Diolch yn fawr iawn i 
bawb a helpodd a 
chymerodd ran. Wela i 
chi i gyd flwyddyn nesaf! 
Thank you very much to 
all who helped and took 
part. See you all next 
year! 

Article by Mrs K 
Davies, Welsh 
department 
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Cowbridge... AN EXCLUSIVE 


TOWN WITH AN INCLUSIVE FEEL! 


by 

CAROLINE SARLL 


G- 

VJ 1 


Caroline Sarll in Beagles, modelling a wrap 
as worn by the Duchess of Cambridge! 


OLD, fancy scents 
-and fur... Had the 
Three Wise Men 
stumbled across the 
bustling market town of 
Cowbridge, their offerings 
may well have been a tad 
more commercial, but as I 
wandered through this 
vibrant retail hub, soaking 
up the aroma of scented 
candles, pine cones, freshly 
baked mince pies (and a 
generous helping of rain - 
thank you, Wales), it was 
clear that the message 
oozing from this inviting 
and evocative town at 
Christmas is one that 
combines the 
aforementioned opulence 
(faux fur, of course) with 
affordability and 
originality: quite simply, 
there is something here for 
everyone. 

There has always been an 
exclusive feel to the town, but all 
the traders I spoke to stressed 
how inclusive Cowbridge also is, 
to incoming ventures and 


shoppers alike. New and old 
businesses spoke of the warmth, 
camaraderie and reciprocal 
support amongst traders, all of 
whom welcome their visitors all 
year round with an array of 
quirky, high-quality, individual, 
competitively-priced goods and, 
of course, a generous smile. 

This Christmas, there will also 
be the usual plethora of special 
offers and discounts to entice 
buyers through the doors. 

There are cafes and restaurants 
aplenty, offering a tantalising 
range of tasty and restorative 
refreshments and a welcome 
refuge for those bulging bags 
(and feet). 

As always, the cash-conserving 
carrot of free parking and the 
famous Reindeer Parade (Sunday, 
November 30, 12 noon start at 
the Rugby Club; lights on at 
4.45pm) makes a Cowbridge 
shopping trip a Yuletide must, 
which, incidentally, is a 
Scandinavian Christmas 
beverage. Fancy that (or should 
that be, “Fancy that?” Ho, ho ho). 

Nestling in the heart of the 
Vale, it is no surprise that locally- 
sourced goods and gifts which fly 
the flag for Wales are in 
abundance and very much in 


vogue this season. 

Ditto goods and products 
which are tailor-made for 
Cowbridge families, such as the 
compulsory, yet often hard-to- 
find, school uniform. 

Sally Stephenson, owner of 
The Pencil Case at 50 Eastgate, 
stocks the complete kit for the 
local secondary and primary 
schools - including, of course, 
the contents of the pupils’ pencil 
cases. 

Inspired by the needs of her 
young children, Sally has created 
a vivid, varied and colour- 
coordinated display of stationery, 
which is a magnet (also stocked!) 
for the visitor and especially her 
target market of the younger 
customer, many of whom arrive 
after school, keen to spend their 
hard-saved pennies: 

“They empty their pockets on 
to the floor and count their 
coppers out in a line!” says Sally. 
“Luckily, I have a specific 
pocket-money section, with items 
like animal shaped rubber bands 
and fruit-smelling highlighters.” 
(CONTINUED 
ON PAGE 19) 


Julie Jeans (left) of Colours Boutique. 




Claire and Lance at Fich and Ramous. 



J 



V 


We want your pre4oved top quality - 

Watches & ■C.'' 

UNWANTED JEWELLERY 

Best prices paid, call in 
for a free valuation. 




would like to say a big 


than 


to the community, local businesses Sc customers of 
CowbridgeJbr their fantastic support Sc warm welcome 
during our 1st year of trading 


Visit us at 40 High Street, Cowbridge, CF71 7AG or call 01446 776489 
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Variety is the key! 


ABOVE: Plenty of choice in Beagles. 


CONTINUED FROM PAGE 18 

For the older customer, there is 
the high-end German Leuchtturm 
range and for teenagers, the 
delightfully-patterned 
Go stationery range, including 
cupcake-covered notebooks - 
good enough to eat! 

There is also a wide range of 
Welsh language cards: “The A 
Level and GCSE congratulation 
range sold out in days this 
summer.” 

Llongyfarchiadau, Sally! On 
Sunday, November 30, buyers 
will receive a free bag of reindeer 
food, which will have a special 
offer tag attached for future 
purchases: “I also have a 
Christmas Postbox for childrens’ 
Wish Lists, for gifts from all over 
Cowbridge and beyond. I’ll then 
email the parents, hopefully 
making their pre-Christmas 
frenzy a little less stressful.” 

Variety and traditional goods 
are the key to Arthur John’s 
success. Situated right at the 
heart of the High Street (No 43), 
this family hardware, 
agricultural, equine and home 
and gardenware business has 
been serving customers for four 
generations, or 109 years to be 
precise. 

Alun John, who has worked 
there since he was a child, has a 
refreshingly no-nonsense 
approach to retail, preferring to 
supply constant good service and 


a wide range of affordable, 
reliable, high quality goods to all 
customers, instead of short-term 
gimmicks and offers. 

“Our winter Barbour range is a 
good, staple seller at this time of 
year,” says Alun, who is also the 
chairman of the Chamber of 
Trade. 

I was amazed by the variety of 
kitchenware, from the delightful 
Melamaster Robin design sets to 
the Sweetly Does It cake range, 
ideal for all budding Mary Berry 
buffs. 

Feeling deprived of a good old 
retail rummage, since our own 
Johnny Thomas ironmongers 
closed in my home town of 
Porthcawl, I also found myself 
strangely drawn to the enticing 
labyrinth of knick-knackery - 
nails, nuts and bolts, tools, 
torches and tins of paint. 

Redolent of Dickens’ Old 
Curiosity Shop, this store caters 
for all tastes and needs and has, 
for me, that value-added 
attraction, vital to the incurable 
browser - an upstairs. Is it just 
me, or don’t you just LOVE a 
shop with a ‘More Upstairs’ sign? 
Eor me, it’s the retail equivalent 
of Hot Chocolate with whipped 
cream. Or, if you like, the icing 
on the cake. 

Some 75 per cent of women 
say that the chaps get it wrong 
when buying them gifts at 
Christmas. Mine once bought me 


a red basque two inches shorter 
than my body. Quasimodo in 
satin. Not a brilliant look. 

Shockingly, one in 20 couples 
admitted they’d even split up 
over a poor purchase. So, 
gentlemen, pin back your ears. 
Eorget undies and other sexy 
sundries. As long as it’s GOOD 
jewellery (who can ever forget 
the Gerald Ratner debacle?), you 
can’t go wrong, and in 
Cowbridge, there is certainly 
plenty of choice. 

JRC Jewellers is another 
family-run business, which will 
shortly be commemorating its 
first year in the town. Owner 
Rowena Mahoney, who works 
with her dad, Jonathan, will be 
staging a special anniversary 
event in the New Year and is 
delighted by the way Cowbridge 
has welcomed them. 

“I am so grateful for the way 
the locals have embraced us. Our 
original store is in Merthyr 
Tydfil, so this has been a big step 
for us. There is such a sense of 
community in the town,” she 
said. 

Specialising in handmade, 
mostly British-made statement 
designer pieces, Rowena is keen 
to emphasise that their jewellery 
aims to be exclusive, yet bears a 
range of price tags, suitable for 
all pockets. 

(CONTINUED 
ON PAGE 20) 



Jonathan and Rowena at JRC Jewellers. 


YOUR 



WITHOUT YOUR SUPPORT 
THE FARMERS MARKET 

WILL NOT SURVIVE 


Arthur John’s Car Paifc, 
Cowbridge 

This Saturday 15th November 
9.00-12.30 



BENTON 


Your Garden Machinery Specialists 
Ben-ON Agricult JRAL Services Ltd 

^ • ;j»'. liANDcr.. • JWIN ll> 'D ’ IIP:'’ .‘1 fir- 

TEL 01446 792 786 EMAIL saleiffbentonagri.com 




SuppucRS of: 


ALKO /l 7 / 7 rar Kawasaki 


Ai- KO LOO SrUTTeilS MITOX UAf Biowexs MITOX SmoiMtos 

mOM £121.67 4 VAT f BOM £111.67 ♦VAT iXOM £307.60 ¥ VAT 


Boor your Winter Service and Inspection Now From Just £30* 

AVAHABII oh AMY MAKI Ot MOD€L IIIDCON. fliVl MOWtX Ofl HAND H€ID FOWf fl PtODVCT 





saAiie* 


■WOirAaF 


CbMA V* A**4«aeied 
MMWtKiUMi 


9«4Pr« 1*^ Mam UbrtaliTrK»»*«d4iBni4r 

Collection Available* 




ALNO 




MITOX Chainsaws al-KO Eucniic 
From £132.$0 f vat HtDCtTRHMita 

INOM £74.17 -f VAT 

AlsMD 





Mmox 




m ^ Mrrtox 


The Perfect Gift For Christmas 




Befitofi A^i slock lots ol Toys from Scale Model Tractors to Ride-On Toys 
Ttic Perfect Christmas Gilt. Visit our shop or call us for a free catalogue 



TbaiioCbJ 
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Welsh an extra string 
to Rowena’s bow...! 




Tel: 01446 771668 
01446 773539 

Unit I,Britannia House 
Penny Lane, Cowbridge 
Vale of Glamorgan CF7I 7AD 

www.riverview668.co.uk 

k Delightful dining 
experience... 
RESTAURANT & 
TAKEAWAY menus 
Lunchtimes & Evenings 
Private Parties Negotiable 
Be sure to visit 
our restaurant... 




Reindeer Parade Lunch time 
cookery demo 

Weekday Special offers: £11.95 
for a 2 course dinner, or £14.95 for 
‘Keep Tasting Till you’re Full’. 
Christmas Special Banquet: 
£19.50 per person for a 3-course 
feast, or £25.50 per person for a 
luxury 4-course dinner. 
Remember to book our 
flamboyant Chinese New Year 
celebration party, and the 
romantic Valentine’s night with 
live classical guitar performance 


LEFT: 

Just one part of the vast range stocked 
at Arthur John on Cowbridge High Street. 




ABOVE: Sally Stephens runs The Pencil Case. 



A MURDER! t 

MYSTERY A 
■t NIGHT ^ 

Mistletoe Murders 
^**Thursday 11th December 
I includes a 3 Course Dinner 

Entertainment + DJ until lam J 
£34.95pp 

Michael Buble Tribute j 
^ j. /Swing Night ^ 

(Smo^crS (ooumey 
Thursday 18th December 
Entertainment from 

X Factor's James Williams. DJ until lam. 

_ £32.95pp n 

Quote The GEM to get half a bottle of wine per person 
Coed-y-Mwstwr Hotel, 
Coychurch,Bridgend,CF35 6AF 
Tel: 01656 860621 
www.coed-y-mwstwr.com 


(CONTINUED 

FROM PAGE 19) 

Rowena added: “We 
source our diamonds 
from all over the world 
to get the very best for 
our customers.” 

Rowena has another, 
more patriotic string to 
her bow, which will 
appeal to the vibrant 
Welsh-speaking 
contingent in the 
Cowbridge area: 

“Fm a fluent Welsh 
speaker and enjoy 
talking to other Welsh 
speakers when they 
come in. Fm always 
keen to promote Wales, 
and have even done 
voluntary work out in 
Patagonia.” Da iawn, 
Rowena! 

Jean Tait, owner of 
La Mercerie (French for 
haberdashery, as you 
ask) at 1 Penny Lane, is 
proud to stock Welsh 
hand-dyed yams from 
Sue Mayo’s workshop 
at The Old Piggery. “It’s 
vital to support local 
craftspeople and Sue’s 
colours and wools are 
amazing.” 

Jean, who stocks 
patterns and accessories 
as well as a wide range 
of yarns, hosts regular 
knitting groups every 
Wednesday in the shop, 
a crochet group on 
Fridays and occasional 
visits from leading 
knitting and crochet 
designers, such as 
Anniken Allis. “Food 
for the occasions is 
supplied by Becky at 
The Eating Place. There 
is a strong sense in 
Cowbridge of 
businesses supporting 
one another.” 

She will be 

celebrating five years in 


the shop next year and 
is glad to have realised 
her dream: “I spent 
many years as a credit 
insurance underwriter 
and also have a law 
degree, but knitting has 
always been my 
passion. There’s a real 
revival going on at the 
moment, so there’s 
never been a better time 
to get started.” 

I arrive home from a 
long day in Cowbridge 
with a mental list of 
gifts for all my family 
and friends, including 
my hard-to-buy-for 
hubbie. There’s only one 
problem I anticipate in 
making a return trip - 
too much choice! 




Eclectic range of 
pattern books for 
women, children 
& ‘curvier’figures. 
For gentlemen too! 

Hand dyed Yarn from 
The Old Piggery 



• Wednesday afternoon knitting club! • 
• Friday morning crochet dub! • 

• Full range of knitting accessories 

Back to basics . . .Wool to touch and feel before you buy! 

1 Penny Lane, COWBRIDGE 
CF71 7EG - 01446 772055 

Open Tuesday - Saturday 10am - 5pm 




CHRISTMAS AT BEAGLES 
lovely things to buy eat 

Browse our store for that perfect present 
then pop into our New Creperie (opening 
very soon) for a sweet or savoury treat. 

Beagles Country Store & Kitchen 
\ Old Mason's Yard, Cowbridge, CF717EE 

www.beaglesofcowbridge.com 

01446 771995 

DESIGN, PLANNING ANd"\ 

BUILDING Regulations 

■nderson&Issociaies 

(S. Wales Ltd) 

Architectural Consultants 
Surveyors and Planners 

39 High Street, Cowbridge 
Tel/Fax: 01446 772180 

isaac .ander.assoc @ gmail .com 
ww w.anderson-architectural .co .uk v 
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Where shoppers rub shoulders with the famous 




ENOWNED for its upmarket image, it is no surprise 
perhaps, that Cowbridge is often synonymous with 
celebrity - and no surprise, therefore, that many of 


the businesses have welcomed well-known faces through 
their doors over the years, writes CAROLINE SARLL. 


Christmas Fayre 


wi« 1030*330 

COttltiiiH Cotv tten AiiilBg > 



lU 



Do not be surprised if 
you find yourself 
rubbing shoulders with 
one or two personalities 
as you meander through 
the centre this 
Christmas! 

Colours Boutique 
(66 Eastgate) was 
recently taken over by 
former manager Julie 
Jeans, who was amazed 
one day to find Warren 
Gatland sitting on one 
of the shop’s chairs. “I 
hadn’t seen him coming 
in, so it took my breath 
away and I felt myself 
blushing. He just sat 
patiently waiting for his 
wife, Trudi, while she 
browsed.” 

Other well-known 
faces include local 
newsreaders and 
clientele from the Welsh 
media world. 

Julie, who still works 
closely with the 
previous owners, has 
adopted a conservative, 
if-it-ain’t-broke 
approach to the 
business, which is 


clearly working well for 
her. “My plan is to keep 
things as they are. The 
shop has been 
successful for almost 30 
years, so I see no reason 
to change it”. 

Boasting an array of 
top designers such as 
Frank Lyman and Gina 
Bacconi, you’ll find rail 
after rail of beautiful 
garments in colour- 
coordinated sections, 
ranging from gorgeous 
grape to seasonal red. 

Colours also stocks 
footwear, handbags and 
other accessories - a 
top-to-toe service: “We 
also specialise in 
mother of the bride 
outfits and enjoy 
toasting our customers 
with a glass of bubbly 
when they’ve made 
their choice”. (Note to 
self: find daughter a 
fiance right now...) 

On the day I visit, 
regular customer, Jackie 
Richardson from 
Pencoed, is buying a 
chiffon blouse with her 
daughter, 20-year-old 
fashion student, 
Samantha. 

“We have shopped 
here for many years,” 
says Jackie, “including 
when my elder 
daughter, Jennifer, got 
married. We started by 


buying evening gowns 
for our first family 
cruise - and we have 
never stopped coming!” 

Colours will be 
offering a 10 per cent 
discount to customers, 
plus mince pies and 
mulled wine during 
their late night opening. 
In a nod to the 
boutique’s timeless 
quality, Samantha has 
chosen to base her final 
year project on Colours. 

“It’s been an 
inspiration” she says, 
before mum and 
daughter, carrying their 
latest purchase, move 
on for coffee and a rest 
in the neighbouring 
Arboreal. 

The aptly-named 
Fich and Ramons (75 
Eastgate) is, of course, 
no stranger to stardom. 
Earlier this year, as 
reported in The GEM, 
the business was 
featured in Stella, the 
Sky drama starring and 
created by Porthcawl 
girl, actress and writer 
Ruth Jones. 

Now that staff and 
customers have been 
immortalised on film, 
the thriving hair and 
beauty salon, run by 
Lance Pryor-Collins and 
his wife Claire, has a 
real appetite for the A- 


lister life. 

On November 21, the 
salon will be hosting a 
charity event in 
conjunction with 
Cowbridge 

Comprehensive and are 
expecting two top 
designers to be among 
the guests - Vivienne 
Westwood and Matthew 
Williamson, no less. 
Well, almost anyway. 

“Art and DT pupils 
from Cowbridge Comp 
are decorating six foot 
Juicy Couture 
mannequins in the style 


of these designers,” 
says Claire. “I got the 
idea from seeing the 
famous Cow Parade 
designs and thought it 
would be inspiring not 
to dress, but to paint the 
mannequins. 

“Proceeds from the 
evening will go to the 
Goedgedacht Trust in 
South Africa, supported 
by the school, which is 
hoping to send more 
pupils out to help next 
year. Local dignitaries 
and, hopefully, a few 
real personalities will be 


attending.” 

Getting the 
mannequins to 
Cowbridge was not an 
easy task: “Lance and I 
had to transport them 
back from Hitchin in 
Hertfordshire in the 
back of our car. 

“We had to take them 
apart - and there were 
arms and legs sticking 
out everywhere. 

“We got some pretty 
funny looks coming 
down the M4!” 
(CONTINUED 
ON PAGE 22) 


Arthur John & Co 



Stockist of: 

HUNTER WELLIES 
ARGLE WELLIES 
JOULES CLOTHING 


Outdoor Clothing • Ironmongery • Hardware • Cookware 

High Street, Cowbridge s 01446 772229 
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Hot Stoves 
& gifts for 
Christmas 



Visit LIS fu' Christn^sss gifts frorp ttusny of the iesdirtg 
br^inds inouc^ng ^mma undgnw^itAf, Sopniv AJIport 
and Bronte thrws. Oir CooKwafe shop now h€» the 
imoveith« Joseph Joseph kitchen ware. 

Otx Cate Gatery has a cdourfii cl'cice of artwork 
irxAx^ng orgin^ py Stan Rosenthal Hand carved 
ornaments and also unque poctery Vom Ralph JandrelL 

Vou wll have a warn welcone wrth many of our stoves on 
working dispkay wrth tots of acoessonee to choose front 
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The pencil case 

Christmas gifts for all ages 

Sheaffer pens, notebooks, 2015 diaries, stocking fillers... 

Cards & wrap 

Welsh & English Christmas & birthday cards, make your own 
cards, wrapping & tissue paper, gift bags, tags & boxes 

Primary & secondary school uniform 

Black, grey & navy skirts & trousers; black, navy & red socks & 
tights; Cowbridge Comp, Y Bont Faen, Llangan, St David's. 

Come and see us at Cowbridge Comprehensive 
School's Christmas Market on Sunday! ^ 




50 Eastgate, Cowbridge, CF71 7AB 

01446 772210 
sally@thepencilcase.co.uk 
www.thepencilcase.co.uk 
D ThePencilCaseCowbridge 
@ThePencilCaseCo 



Colours. 


SPECIALISING 
IN MOTHER OF 
THE BRIDE/ 
GROOM 

SHOES, BAGS & ACCESSORIES 

Forever Unique 
Goya Evening 
Gowns 
Frank Lyman 
Gina Bacconi 
Pomodoro 
Intown 
Miss Baron 


66 EASTGATE, COWBRIDGE 
Tel 01446 774620 
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Cornucopia of delights, and a 
thank you from the President! 


(CONTINUED 

FROM PAGE 21) 

Beagles Country 
Store in Willow Walk, 
Old Mason’s Yard, is a 
cornucopia of country 
and cosy-home delights, 
but owner and former 
NHS manager Claire 
Donovan, who started 
the business with her 
husband, obstetrician 
Bryan Beattie, is just as 
keen to emphasise the 
business’ royal 
connection: “I can’t say 
that she’s visited - yet - 
but we stock the same 
Really Wild claret tartan 
wrap which the Duchess 
of Cambridge wore to 
church last Christmas. 

“It’s a cashmere mix 
and is really beautiful. It 
looks stunning with one 
of our handcrafted 
brooches by 
Carmarthenshire artist, 
Miranda Bowen. 

“I try to stock as 
many Welsh items as 
possible, supporting the 
rural economy, and am 
happy to hear from 
anyone who thinks they 
have something we 
might like.” 

With the unique scent 
of Neath-based Valley 
Mill’s Christmas tree 
scented candle wafting 
through the store, I felt 
warmly embraced. 
Enraptured, you could 
say. Which is why I 
ended up modelling the 
said wrap for a photo 
(see page 18). Princess 
Caroline of Cowbridge? 
Very la-di-da. 

I also spotted a superb 
range of button¬ 
decorated ceramics by 
Irish homeware 
company, Avoca, whose 
homely ethos has 
inspired Claire - ideal 
for celebrating National 
Button Day (seriously) 
on November 16. 

Later this month, 
Claire is 

commemorating the 
shop’s first birthday in 
true entrepreneurial style 
- by opening another 
business! 

“We are delighted to 
be launching a creperie 
just next door,” says 
Claire enthusiastically. 

“I always wanted to 
combine lovely things to 
buy, with lovely things 


to eat. I favour 
traditional fabrics, wood 
and metal. There’s a 
homespun, heartfelt feel 
to what we do.” 

Claire, who 
welcomed me and 
subsequent shoppers 
with the cheeriest of 
greetings, also favours 
top-notch customer 
service: “It’s our top 
priority. How can you 
expect customers to 
come here instead of 
going to Cardiff, if you 
don’t offer them 
outstanding service?” 

She will be offering a 
10 per cent reduction 
and free mulled wine 
during late night 
openings and hopes to 
be able to greet 
Dragonfly, the reindeer 
they have sponsored, on 
the day of the parade. 

Award-winning 
jewellery designer 
Emma Kate-Erancis 
(Eirst Eloor, 85 Eastgate) 
has experienced the 
endorsement of one of 
the most famous men in 
the world - President 
Obama. 

Emma-Kate made a 
pair of commemorative 
cufflinks for the US 
President during the 
Nato conference and 
was thrilled to receive a 
personal thank you letter 
from him. 

“It has given me - 
and the business - a real 
fillip.” 

Emma-Kate, who 
hails from Brighton and 
trained at the Royal 
College of Art in 
London, as well as in 
Germany, feels that 
Cowbridge has 
welcomed her and her 
business, which she 
aptly calls a “hidden 
gem” due to its first 
floor location, with open 
arms. 

A seaside girl at heart, 
she also feels that her 
hometown and the local 
Welsh coastline has 
inspired many of her 
pieces, particularly the 
fluidity of her signature 
Calla Lily range, which 
combines undulating 
sterling silver and rose 
gold with freshwater 
pearls. 

Emma-Kate recently 
represented Wales 


during a UKTI visit to 
Mexico, where she had 
yet another brush with 
celebrity. “Lawrence 
Llewelyn Bowen was 
one of the delegates. It 
was all very exciting and 
a privilege to represent 
Wales.” 

She will be hosting a 
late night in the studio 
on November 27, 
offering nibbles and a 20 
per cent discount.” 

There is, indeed, 
nothing like a dame - 
particularly one as 
notable as Oscar- 
winning actress. Dame 
Judi Dench. Catriona 
Davies, owner of WG 
Davies newsagent (38 
High Street) was sorting 
some stock last month, 
when Pat, one of her 
regular staff, whispered 
to her “Look! Look 
down there. It’s Dame 
Judi Dench!” 

Catriona glanced at 
the two elderly ladies 
browsing through the 
lovely display of gifts in 
the shop - and couldn’t 
believe her eyes. 

“It was definitely 
Dame Judi. I was so 
nervous, and actually 
disappeared into the 


store room for a moment 
to compose myself.” 

Catriona then 
wandered over and said: 
“Hello, Dame Judi. How 
lovely to have you in our 
shop.'' She replied with 
that beautiful, distinctive 
voice, so polished and 
polite - 'May I tell you 
that this is a really 
delightful shopT 

“I desperately wanted 
to take a photo of her, 
but decided against it, 
and I think that’s why 
she stayed, and why she 
bought a considerable 
number of gifts. 

“It was so lovely. She 
was telling me which 
family member each gift 
was for with great 
affection. 

“La De Da 
handstamped vintage 
cutlery for one, Marlene 
Hounam handmade 
jewellery for another, 
and then her mobile 
rang. 

“The ringtone was, 
wait for it... the James 
Bond theme tune!” What 
else for the actress who 
portrayed Bond’s M? 

With around 10 local 
newsagents closing 
every week nationwide. 


Catriona, husband 
Trevor and their four 
children have cleverly 
diversified over the 
years, to ensure that the 
52-year-old family 
business stays afloat. 

As well as their 
eclectic gift section, 
with natural, wooden 
products influenced by 
Catriona’s Scandinavian 
mother, their open, 
inviting shop boasts an 
art gallery with originals 
from Welsh artists and a 
large card section. 

Everything is 
reasonably priced - 
another reason for their 
longevity. Has Catriona 
recovered from Dame 
Judi’s visit? “I think so, 
and she’s not the first 
celebrity to come in. 
Tom Jones and Ronnie 
Corbett have also 
shopped here.” Wow. 

The message is clear. 
Take your wallet (and a 
brolly!) when you hit the 
Cowbridge shops, but, 
crucially, don’t forget to 
pop an autograph book 
in your bag. Or has the 
trend for selfies with 
celebrities put paid to 
that particular gift? 


www.funfoundationsdaynursery.co.uk 

Foundations 




Delighted to be accredited with the 
Woles PPA Quality Award! 

Reasons to celebrate 

^ — • 'Educore' that is child-centred, adventurous 

^ and exciting for all! 

• All our staff have the relevant childcare qualifications 
and have completed the necessary Criminal Record Bureau 

Inspections 

• School - run Service, which may include us dropping off 
and/or collecting from the local area. 

• Exclusive parking ior dropping off 
and collecting your children. 

• An environment that has been specifically designed to 
promote and encourage learning through play, focussed on 

the development of the individuals ne^s. 

• Fresh meals prepared daily by Sue, the nursery cook 

• Mature and knowledgable staff, who have a wealth 
of experience in care and education, specialised in 

The Foundation Phase. 





WEST FARM 
VETERINARY CLINICS LTD 

Mr Stefano Susanna DVM, MRCVS 
Mrs Sonia Susanna DVM, MRCVS 

We would 
like to wish all 
our furry friends 
and not-so-furry 
friends a Merry 
Christmas! 

November/December Offer: 

10% Off Flea & Worming Treatments 

Please email us at: westfarmvets@hotmail.co.uk 

so that we may update you on our latest offers, 
boosters and worming reminders 


LI 

ti.i2 


North Road, 
Cowbridge 
01446 774016 




Poundfield, 
Llantwit Major 
01446 794 


The perfect Christmas present... 
GIFT VOUCHERS NOW AVAILABLE 


Laioi 

972 


avies 


C 


Country ^ coastal 
lUmig^ inspired 

Beautiful gifts & 
homewares, furniture, 
pictures, mirrors & 
affordable stylish 
charm jewellery. 


Stockists of 
ThrauMy 
CusMimiSy, 

"East Indiw, Thamasy 
%gnl Clacksy, 

TEMetloy Bartletl femeller^. 

Books • Greeting cards 
(largest selection in Cowbridge) 

Decorate^ home... 

with our natural inspired Christmas decorations, 
rustic wicker hearts, lanterns and table decorations. 


38 High Street, Cowbridge 

01446 772801 
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NEWS UPDATE FROM LLANTWIT MAJOR BOYS BRIGADE 


A TEAM of three from 2nd 
Llantwit Major Boys’ Brigade 
took part in the BB National 
Table Tennis competition on 
Saturday, November 8. 

They travelled to Bath, where they 
received a warm welcome but, 
unfortunately, were knocked out of the 
competition. The boys played very 
well; well done to Michael Ellis, Jake 


Newton and Luke Thomas. 

The company was proud to 
participate in Remembrance Sunday. 
The Anchors, Juniors and Company 
Section all looked very smart and it 
was a privilege to be able to pay our 
respects in this way. 

Mrs D Chapman 
{Officer, 2nd Llantwit Major Boys^ 
Brigade) 



LLANTWIT FIRST LEADER IS PUZZLED OVER 
REGIONAL AM’S MEET WITH ‘COUNCILLORS’ 


THE Leader of the Llantwit First 
Independents, Coun Gwyn John, has 
responded angrily, after regional AM 
Andrew RT Davies demanded “clarity” on 
plans to alleviate flooding in Boverton in an 
article in last week’s GEM. 

Mr Davies said last week that surveyors had been 
seen around Boverton Brook and said he was 
seeking a progress report. 

Coun John said: “I am delighted that Andrew RT 
Davies AM is showing an interest in the flooding 
issues at Boverton, it is a pity his party did not act on 
the flooding problems at Boverton when they had 
the chance to do so. 


M 


l^^vcn cleaning 

* Treat yourself to a 
Sparkling clean oven 



“When they were in control of the Vale Council, 
they let the residents down by failing to support the 
proposals for a new culvert.” 

He went on to say that he was puzzled by Mr 
Davies’ claim that he had met local councillors to 
discuss the situation. 

He said: “No doubt he is unaware that all 
councillors at Llantwit Major are Llantwit Lirst, and 
he met none of them, so whom did he meet? 

“No doubt he met former Conservative 
councillors at Llantwit Major who are no longer in 
office, having lost their seats to Llantwit Lirst 
Independents in the 2012 election, and they have no 
knowledge of current issues.” 

Coun John continued: “As mentioned in the 
report, the Vale Council has committed £250,000 to 
the scheme for a new culvert. When the design is 
presented to Natural Resources Wales and the Welsh 
Government, it will be up to them to make up the 
funding for the work to proceed. 


“A further meeting will be called shortly to update 
the residents, which Mr Davies will have the 
opportunity to attend, along with all Llantwit Lirst 
Councillors.” 

Andrew RT Davies AM said: “This has been an 
on-going problem in Boverton for some years now 
and many residents and businesses are 
understandably frustrated by what appears to be 
plenty of warm words and not much action. 

“It is fair to say that politicians of all colours have 
worked to resolve the issue and a bid did go in for 
funding during the previous Conservative council. 

“Unfortunately, the criteria applied to these 
applications by the old environmental agency (now 
Natural Resources Wales) has in the past penalised 
Boverton because it is less densely populated than 
some other areas affected by flooding. 

“I look forward to working with politicians of all 
parties to address this issue and I’m sure that 
residents ultimately just want to see progress made.” 


The Art Central Friends welcome a 
photographer and ceramicist for talks! 


ART Central FRIENDS 
have announced that their 
next talk will be on 
Thursday, November 20 at 
7.30pm at Art Central 
Gallery. 

The two speakers - 
photographer Jon Pountney and 
ceramicist Tracey Baker, are 


currently exhibiting their work 
under the title ‘Remembering the 
Great War’. 

The public is invited to attend 
and doors open at 7pm. 
Refreshments will also be served. 

Anyone interested in joining 
Art Central FRIENDS can join 
for £10 on the night, apply to P 
Temple Murray, 31 St Nicholas 


Road, Barry CF62 6QW, or visit 
the website at 
www.artcentralfriends .org 
Also on December 4, at Art 
Central, artist Helen Sear, who 
has been chosen to represent 
Wales at the 2015 Venice 
Biennale, has agreed to give us an 
illustrated talk about her work. 


by PHILIP IRWIN 


D.B. FRANCIS 


GAS MAINTENANCE & I > 
GAS SERVICE ENGINEERS^^^ 


www.dbfrancis.co.uk 



• All Gas and Oil Appliances Serviced 

• Gas and Oil Central Heating Installation 

• Boiler Up-grades 

• Heating Controls Up-dated 

• Individually designed systems to customers 
specification 

• Twelve months guarantee 

• Good after-sales service and maintenance 


7 Year Guarantee ^__ 

A.C.O.P. Approved 


Unit 21c Vale Business Park, Llandow,CF71 7PF 

Tel: 01446 771112 Fax: 01446 771175 



Future Ideal 
Homes Ltd 


’ PVC-U Windows ^ Doors 
^ Conservatories 

We are a company you can rely on, with our first class 
customer service and quality products being a priority. 

Transforming homes for over 20 years! 


Future Ideal Homes Ltd 
is a trusted supplier and installer of: 


r PVC-U Windows #■ 

^ PVC-U Doors, Bi-folding, 

0 " Patio Doors 0 

0 Conservatories 0 

0 Orangeries 0 


Vertex Tile Effect Roof 
Build and Conversions 
Composite doors 
Fascia and guttering 
Triple glazed products 


PLUS MUCH MORE! ALL THROUGH ONE COMPANY! 

Visit our Website 

www.futureidealhomesltd.com 

or contact one of our friendly team for a FREE information pack 
or to book an appointment (NO HARD SELL!!) 

Tel: 0800 032 0921 - 01446 733455 

Showroom available by appointment only 


We will beat any 
like-for-like quote! 

BUYNOW- 

PAYNOVAT! 

Offer only valid until 
31st December 2014 

Finance options available to suit specific needs. 
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YOUR CHANCE TO SHARE COMMUNITY NEWS 


London 
triumph 
I WOULD like to 
thank secretary 
John Jones for this 
information: the 

Ogmore Valley 
male voice choir 
was warmly 

welcomed at 

Goldsmith’s Hall in 
the City of 

London - it had 
been invited to 

perform at the Lord 
Mayor of London’s 
final banquet to 
complete her year of 
office. 

On arrival, the choir 
were provided with a 
sumptuous evening meal 
and drinks, with ex¬ 
teacher musical director 
Eira Paskin keeping a 
close eye on the imbibers 
who, in all fairness kept 
things in perspective 
realising the importance 
of the occasion! 

The luxurious 

surroundings did not faze 
the intrepid choristers 
when they entered the 
banqueting hall to 
perform in front of the 
Lord Mayor, Fiona 
Woolfe and her 
numerous guests. 

Each item of the 
programme was given a 
rapturous applause, with 
a demand for an encore at 
the finale, which again 
was well received from 
the appreciative and 
attentive audience. 

Eira, and Gareth Waite 
accompanist, were 
singled out for their 
performances and the 
choir were then invited to 
mingle and chat with the 
Lord Mayor and her 
invited guests in an 
adjacent room in which 
champagne and wines 
were on offer. 

Needless to say, the 
choristers accepted the 
invitation and conducted 
themselves as if to the 
manor born! 

The long trip back 
home was shortened by 
the exciting chatter of the 
choristers having 

performed in such 
luxurious surroundings 
and in front of such 
distinguished guests. 

As one wag said, 
quoting Dylan Thomas: 
“Thank the Lord we are a 
musical nation”. 

On Friday, November 
21 the choir will be 
performing in the 
Railway Club, Tondu (by 
the station car park) to 
help Alzheimer’s 

sufferers in ward one, at 
Glanrhyd hospital. 

The choir rehearses at 
its own premises at 
Canolfan Bethlehem 
Centre, Commercial 
Street, Ogmore Vale on 
Thursdays from 7pm; 
new members and 
visitors will be most 
welcome. 

Toys collection 

SALVATION ARMY, 
Maesteg is again 
organising a toy 
collection for children 
whose parents are 
unable to provide them 
with Christmas gifts. 

To assist in raising 
money to provide toys, it 
is holding a Christmas 
carol concert at Bethal 
Community Church, 


NORTH BRIDGEND NEWS 

A message for all readers in the north of Bridgend who 
would like to have items included in the community news 
columns of The GEM: 

If you wish to submit reports on any social activity in this 
region, please contact me. 

I am very approachable and will endeavour to include 
every newsworthy subject. 

Contact details: CLIVE MITCHELL 
1 Tyn-Y-Coed Close, Sarn, Bridgend CF32 9NQ 
TEL: 01656 725399 
email: tynycoedl@yahoo.co.uk 



Castle Street, Maesteg on 
Friday, November 28 at 
7.15pm. 

There will be two 
local choirs assisting the 
audience as they sing the 
carols - namely, the 
marvellous Noteworthy 
mixed voice and 
Maesteg’s own children’s 
choir, with Oliver 
Forwood singing a solo 
piece, and the well- 
known Harvey Rees 
playing a trumpet 
fanfare. 

Music will also be 
provided by the 
Salvation Army band. 

Bogus 

callers 

I HAVE received 
notification of bogus 
callers in the Cefn 
Cribwr area, 

purporting to be 
representatives of Dwr 
Cymru (Welsh Water) 
so please be vigilant. 

If you are in any way 
suspicious ask the caller 
for their telephone 
number and you will call 
them back. You can call 
Welsh Water on 0800 281 
141, to confirm if it is a 
genuine call, report any 
suspicious activity to the 
police on 101. 

Well done! 

YOUNGSTERS in 
Sarn, one of the most 
disadvantaged 
Bridgend areas, have 
set out to prove pundits 
wrong. 

During the summer 
holidays 70 different 
youngsters completed 
Bridgend library’s 

‘ summer reading ’ 

challenge. In the whole 
of the county borough, 
only one other library 
had a bigger take-up of 
readers and that was 
Porthcawl, a far more 
prosperous area. 

Because of the interest 
displayed by these 
youngsters the librarian 
Stacey Thomas at Sam 
Life Centre has set up a 
junior reading group at 
the library. Everyone 
must be congratulated for 
their efforts. 

Advice for 
carers 

ON November 26 at 
Bridgend Carers’ 
Centre, Park Street, 
Bridgend it is intended 
to promote information 
on support available to 
carers. 

It will cover legal 
advice and welfare; there 
will be representatives 
from Bridgend CBC 
social services, Howell’s 
solicitors, Parkinson’s 
UK, Hafal, Crossroads 
Care, Alzheimer’s 
society. Age Connect, 
Macmillan, the Stroke 
Association, Action for 
Children and Y Bont 
available to offer advice. 

At present, there are 
approximately 18,000 
carers in the Bridgend 


CBC area, 13 per cent of 
the overall population. 
They provide an unpaid, 
caring role to relatives, 
partners, friends, or 
neighbours who are ill, 
disabled, frail or 
addicted. 

Tondu 

Primary 

school 

CARERS and friends 
of children in Mr 
Sullivan’s class Llynfi 
can join the class 
assembly today, 

November 13 at 
10.20am and stay 
afterwards for a ‘linger 
and learn session’. 

The school will be 
celebrating the BBC’s 
‘Children in Need’ event 
today, and the theme will 
be ‘Heroes’. 

The PTFA will be 
holding its Christmas fair 
on Thursday, November 
27 in the Meadow Street 
school building at 2pm. 
The school choir will be 
providing entertainment, 
and Father Christmas 
will be in attendance. 
There will be a number 
of stalls at which 
Christmas goodies can be 
obtained. 

School 

attendance 

AT Tynyrheol Primary 
school, Llangeinor, 
Miss Kerry Jones the 
acting headteacher has 
supplied the following 
attendance figures at 
the school for October: 
class 1 - 91.5 per cent, 
class 2 - 96.6 per cent, 
class 3 - 95.6 per cent. 
Class 2 are the 
attendance champions 
for the month of 
October, now have a 
certificate on their 
classroom door and are 
the holders of the 
attendance cup for the 
next month. The class 
achieved the distinction 
of having no 
unauthorised absences, 
and will be given 10 
minutes’ extra play 
time. 

The school’s 

unauthorised absences 
have dropped to 0.4 per 
cent of the total, and it 
hopes in November it 
will be zero. 

Authorised 
attendances are for 
illness and medical 
appointments only. 

The staff has been 
discussing the 

importance of values 
with the children and a 
list has been put in place 
and how they can be 
achieved. 


One value will be 
chosen each week and 
last week it was 
‘sensitivity’. Certificates 
were presented to the 
pupils who throughout 
the week consistently 
displayed this value. 

They were class 1 - 
Gwen Lewis, class 2 - 
Roman Book, class 3 - 
Lloyd Grabham. 

Next week’s value will 
be ‘responsibility’ which 
a child can achieve with 
completing homework, 
reading and tidying up 
etc. 

Sweden bound 

MAESTEG Gleemen 
male voice choir is 
travelling to 

Southampton to raise 
funds to assist the 
parents of an 
unfortunate young girl. 
Evie is one in 168 
million and has defied 
the odds to survive to 
date. 

Evie lives at home and 
attends a special school 
three mornings a week, 
she has one-to-one care 
while there and medical 
help is available if 
necessary. She is entitled 
to respite care at Naomi 
house for a certain 
number of days a year. 
Her brother Elliot is her 
carer full time and her 
mother works more than 
full time to help. 

After fundraising 
events in June and 
September, the parents 
have been able to pay for 
an upgrade to a 
motability vehicle, which 
will be available after her 
birthday on December 
24. 

Architects are in the 
process of drawing up 
plans for alterations to 
the house to include 
bathrooms which will be 
accessible to Evelyn, for 
which money will be 
required. 

The choir rehearses at 
the Royal British Legion 
Club on Monday and 
Thursday evenings from 
7pm to 8.30pm, and new 
members are welcome. 

Donation to 
Foodbank 

THE new Ynysawdre 
comprehensive school 
Coleg Cymunedol Y 
Dderwen has the motto 
‘Taking Pride’ and the 
pupils do take pride not 
only in their school 
work but also helping 
in the community. 

At the school’s recent 
harvest festival, the items 
collected were donated to 
Bridgend Foodbank. 


Village’s Christmas fayre 

CHRISTMAS Fayre at Newton Institute 
on Saturday, November 15 starting at 
2pm. 

There will be a raffle, cakes, tombola and gifts 
galore all at very reasonable prices. Why not come 
along and start your Christmas shopping? Tickets 
£1 include a glass of wine or tea/coffee. 



ROCK FALL CLOSES 




At Ynysawdre Comprehensive School Year-13 
head girl Charlotte Evans and year-13 head 
boy Matthew Steddy are shown with items 
that were donated to Bridgend Foodbank. 
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SECTION OF WALES 
COASTAL ROUTE 


by PHILIP 
IRWIN 


A SECTION of the 
Wales Coastal Path 
will need to be re¬ 
routed after a cliff 
fall near St Donats. 

The fall happened in 
the early hours of 
Thursday, November 
11, between Tresilian 
Bay and St Donats. 

Andy Yorath, who 
lives in Llantwit Major, 
told The GEM he 
believed he was the first 
on scene, when he took 
his regular morning 
walk with his dog, 
Georgi. 

He told The GEM: “I 
called the Vale Council 
so that they could send 
out someone to inspect 
the damage and block 
off the route, which is 
now treacherous just 
west of Tresilian Bay. 

“There is currently no 
access between here and 
St Donats. Because 
some of the students at 
Atlantic College use this 
route for jogging, or to 
get to Llantwit, I also 
called their principal’s 
office to warn them. 

“When approaching 
from the west, 
particularly if running, 
the danger is less 
evident until almost at 
the site of the collapse.” 

He continued: “I’m 
just happy not to have 
been walking on the 
rocks below or indeed 
across that section of the 
cliff top path when the 
collapse took place. 

“Only yesterday 
afternoon, I walked that 
section of path with my 
dog while a tractor 
worked in the adjacent 
field. 

“I don’t think I would 
want to risk taking a 
tractor anywhere near 
that end of the field 
now, having witnessed 
the thousands of tons of 
rock that have collapsed 
less than a metre from 



ABOVE: Andy Yorath^s dog Georgi, pictured in front of the 
recent rock fall. BELOW: The coastal path is rudely interrupted! 


the corner boundary of 
that field.” 

The Vale Council’s 
public rights of way 
officer, Gwyn Teague, 
said: “We received 

reports of a cliff fall just 
west of Tresilian Bay 
affecting the Wales 
Coastal Path on Friday 
morning. 

“An inspection has 
been made by the public 
rights of way team, and 
our initial estimates are 
that the fall has taken 
the cliff top back inland 
by around 10 metres at 
its deepest. 

“The fall is 
approximately 25 
metres in width and has 
resulted in the loss of a 
small section of the 
coast path. 

“We have been in 
contact with the 
landowner and have 
undertaken work to 
provide a temporary 
alternative route by 
opening a section in the 
adjoining fence. 

“In addition we will 
be blocking off and 
providing signage 
around the immediate 
area of the fall to ensure 
the path can stay open 
safely.” 
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Read your GEM 
online - just visit 
bridgend-today.co .uk 
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High Street, Broad Street, Island Road & Market Street, BARRY 
...AN IMAGINATIVE CHRISTMAS EXPERIENCE 



It’s extra special 
when the 
Christmas lights 
go on in 
the High Street! 

I T’S always a special Barry 
occasion when the High Street 
traders switch on the Christmas 
lights - and this year it will take 
place on Friday, November 28. 

Both Barry High Street and Barry 
Island Road will be closed from 3.3()pm to 
9.30pm, so that the various planned 
entertainment can take place. 

Everyone will be welcome and, as 
usual, there will be no shortage of things 
to do and see. 

The High Street Traders have always 
seen this occasion as a chance to give 
something back to their loyal customers, 
and this year will be no different. 

See next week’s GEM for more details of 
the event. 



'Beautifuf 
LiBffforist 

We are now taking Christmas orders. 
FREE local deliveries on all orders over £25 

Fresh & Artificial Wreaths, Bouquets, Basket planters. 
Table arrangements, decorations, plus lots more... 
Stockist of LAURA ASHLEY Garden 

Last orders December Thesday 21st for delivery 

01446 677010 




Scarves, Bags & Gifts. 

• Moshulu Slippers 

• Zandra Rhodes Handbags 



\J 

Shoes that make you smile 

Order online or call 
into our shop 

28 High Street, Barry 
(t) 01446 734499 

(e) littlebigshoes@sky.com 
www.littlebigshoes.co.uk 


Speciality Coffees and 
a Good Selection of Teas. 

Breakfast Rolls & Muffins 
Hot Buttered Teacakes, 
Homemade Cakes, Paninis, 
Sandwiches, Baked Potatoes, 
Lasagne 

94 High Street, Barry 

07765 647534 
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Barry High Street 
bucks the trend... 

AND IS GOING FROM 
STRENGTH TO STRENGTH 

T 


HE 

suburban 
High Street 
shopping centre is 
supposed to be in 
big trouble these 
days, with great 
retail minds - and 
Mary Portas - 
constantly looking 
at the ‘problem’ 
and offering 
solutions. 

However, take a 
stroll down Barry High 
Street - even on a wet 
afternoon in 
November - and you 
will come away with 
the feeling that the 
problem has been more 
than somewhat 
exaggerated. 

After all, Barry High 
Street is the perfect 
example of a street that 
has developed into a 
retail area naturally, 
because there was a 
local demand for it. 

Stand at one end, and 
it stretches out into the 
far distance, clearly 
designed originally as a 


by PHILIP IRWIN 


residential area. The 
shops came later, 
responding to a local 
need. 

That need is still 
there, and the street has 
evolved to meet it. 

Broad Street runs 
parallel to High Street, 
and each adds extra 
options to the retail 
mix. 

Over the last 12 
months, new shops have 
opened - particularly in 
the fashion sector - and 
it now offers a 
fascinating variety. 

There are no big, all- 
encompassing stores, 
but a genuine variety of 
individual shops which 
have everything their 
customers need, plenty 
that they desire - and a 
great deal that is just 
plain new! 

You will find the 
traditional butcher and 
green grocer alongside 
smart boutiques. The 
number of high street 
staples, hairdressers. 


estate agents, florists 
and coffee bars confirm 
how important the area 
is to the local 
population. 

Similarly, High Street 
and Broad Street offer a 
huge choice of dining 
options - from local 
deli options to Italian, 
Chinese or Turkish. 

One business looking 
forward to its first 
Christmas in High 
Street is Beautiful Lily, 
which was opened eight 
months ago by Helen 
Huggins. 

She told The GEM: 
“Things have been very 
good since we opened. 
I’ve worked hard on the 
look of the shop, and 
have had lots of 
compliments about the 
window displays.” 

The shop looks good 
inside and out, and 
Helen has found that 
her sofa, which is there 
to help customers relax 
while they choose 
wedding decorations or 


bouquets, is popular 
with regulars who just 
stop off for a break and 
to take in the 
surroundings. 

One thing that has 
surprised Helen since 
she opened is the 
number of customers 
who travel from 
elsewhere in the Vale to 
see what’s new in High 
Street. As a result, she 
now has regulars from 
Llantwit Major, 
Cowbridge and Dinas 
Powys I 

(CONTINUED 

ON PAGE 26) 




FLOORING 
TO SUIT 
EVERY ROOM 
IN THE HOME 


CARPETS 

• Carpet 

• Laminates 

• Cushion Floor 

• Rugs 

Massive selection of remnants. 
Ranges to suit all budgets. 
Home select service. 

Free measuring and estimates. 
Expert fitting service. 

All in time for Christmas! 


Credit facilities available subject to status and conditions 

25 Broad Street Parade, Barry 

Tel: (01446) 740235 „ 

Easy Parking Available 





Our 2014 Christmas 
Order Book is Now Open! 



93 HIGH STREET 
BARRY 

•S 01446 735265 

“Don’t forget Mrs H’s 
pigs in blankets when yon 
order your 
Christmas 
turkey!” 

Scan here 
to download your 
order form or visit 

www.welshbutchers.co.uk 





THE VALE OF GLAMORGAN COUNCIL 

TEMPORARY ROAD CLOSURE ORDER, SECTION 16A 
ROAD TRAFFIC REGULATION ACT 1984 

HIGH STREET BARRY 
CHRISTMAS EVENT 

FRIDAY 28th NOVEMBER 2014 

Order Under Section 16A Road Traffic Reguiation Act 1984 
For the prevention of obstruction etc 
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the Vale of Glamorgan Council have 
made an order under Section 16A Road Traffic Regulation Act 1984 as 
follows:- 

WHEREAS during certain hours of the day and date specified in column 1 
of the Schedule hereto the streets or part thereof listed in column 2 of the 
said schedule will be used for the holding of a relevant event as described 
in Section 16(A)(1) of the Road Traffic Regulation Act 1984, the Council, 
pursuant to the powers conferred by Section 16A of the Road Traffic 
Regulation Act 1984 do HEREBY ORDER AND DIRECT in order to 
facilitate the holding of the event, enable members of the public to watch the 
said event and to reduce the disruption to traffic likely to be caused by the 
event the following regulation shall be observed:- 

THAT, except as provided by the order, the said streets or parts thereof shall 
be closed to all vehicular traffic, including pedal cycles, with the exception 
of Emergency Services Vehicles between the hours specified in column 3 
of the said schedule. The penalty for infringement of the said regulation is 
a fine not exceeding £1000.00. 

Schedule 


Column 1 

Column 2 

Column 3 

Friday 

High Street Barry, between Market 

3.30pm to 

28th November 

Street and East Street 

9.30pm 

2014 

Island Road Barry, between Broad 

3.30pm to 


Street and Queen Street 

9.30pm 


Local signed diversions shall be in place. 
Access for Pedestrians shall be maintained. 
Dated this 13th day of November 2014 

M. E. Punter, 

Director of Visible Services & Housing 
Vaie of Giamorgan Councii, 

The Aips, Wenvoe. CF5 6AA 








Book your 

I - Christmas Balloons 

^ > ] NOW 

W \ / BALLOONS 

, , PERSONALISED 

doctor bob freei 

BALLOONS UNLIMITED ^ 

RETAIL I WEDDINGS I EVENTS , 

91 HIGH STREET, BARRY 

Call 01446 730780 

info@balloons-unlimited.com 

www.balloons-unlimited.com 


^alon 23 

HAIR STUDIO 




Specialising in colour ^4|y| 
Julie & the girls would ^ 
like to wish all their clients 
a Merry Christmas 
Christmas Hair Appointments 
Now Being Taken 
23 Broad Street, Barry 
Tel. 01446 733596 


d 


- fILLSTfl MO 

Locaf Reliable Service for 

• Mechanical Repairs 

• Engine Diagnostics 

• Parts & Accessories 

We would like to wish 
jfffv customers a Merry Ch 

roRS- 

over 40 Years 

MOT'S & 
SERVICING 
CENTRE 

all our 
ristmas 

\ TEL: BfiRRY (01446) 740358 

1 THE GARAGE, MARKET STREET, BARRY 
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High Street, Broad Street, Island Road & Market Street, BARRY t Tr i, 


-AN IMAGINATIVE CHRISTMAS EXPERIENCE I i 



THE 

BEAUTY CLINIC 

For a Sparkly Christmas 
^ from Top to Toe ^ 

•OPI sparkly ^ 
gel colours ^ 

•OPI LDN skins 
express spray tan 
•Swarovski Crystal Toes 
•Minx Nail Art 
•Vajazzle Bikini Gems 
•Sparkly Eyelashes 
•Swarovski Jewellery 

Christmas gift vouchers & gift packs. 
Book now for your appointments 

43 HIGH STREET, BARRY 
Tel. 01446 743222 



Innovative • Stylish • Professional 


A place where 
haircare is and 
always has been 
PARAMOUNT... 
let us show you how 
to get the best from 
your hair... 

THE CUT 
THE STYLING 
THE FINISH 
THE RESULT... 
it matters 


Christmas 
Bookings now 
being taken 

We will be open 
Mon, Tue, 
Weds 22-24 Dec 



BOUTIQUE 


Something Special For 
The One You Love! 

Designer Clothing, 
Handbags & Jewellery 

p' Christmas ^ 
* Shopping Special * 

25% off 

1 week only 

13th November until 
20th November 

89 High Street, Barry 
Tel: 01446 73081 I 


High Street, so much to offer! 


Call in, late night opening available 
by appointment until Christmas 

^ 16 York Place, Barry 4 

Tel. 01446 720010 ^ 



Barbra Archdale-Smith at Photo Art. 



Ian and Jo Weavers at Butterflies. 




STEAK HOUSE 


Open for Breakfast from 9.30am 
Morning Coffee 

Superb Lunch Selection 
2 meals for £10 


Christmas Lunch 

Menu served 11.30am-2.30pm 

Christmas Evening 
Dinner Menu 

Bookings now being taken 


Fully Licensed bar with extensive selection 
of draught beers, wines and liquers 


82 fflGH STREET, BARRY 
Tel. 01446 739155 


Check our our website for full menu 
www.chaplinsrestaurantbarry.webs.com 



Computers & Consumables 


L 


Christmas 

Specials 



HP/Toshiba/ 

Asus 15.6” Laptops 
With Windows 7 or 8.1 
Only £295.00 
Buy 4 Compatible Ink 
Cartridges & Get 2 Free 

Epson, Canon & Brother 


95 High Street, Barry, 

Vale of Glamorgan, CF62 7DY 
Freephone: 0800 316 6283 

Tel: 01446 733337 Fax: oi446 701001 

www.mjmcom.co.uk - sales@mjmcom.co.uk 


Balloons are Dr Bob^s speciality! 

(CONTINUED FROM PAGE 25) 

She added: “I’m already getting orders for 
Christmas table decorations and wreaths, and the 
key is being able to offer good quality goods at 
value for money prices.” 

Another new business in Barry High Street - and 
this one only opened on November 1 - is The 
Queen B, which is owned by Jodie Tanner, who 
was still getting her breath back after a hectic 
opening weekend. 

The Queen B has caused a stir because it has 
been trading very successfully in Penarth for five 
years, and now Jodie has decided to bring its mix 
of ladies’ fashion, accessories and gifts to Barry. 

She said: “We had a phenomenal response on the 
opening Saturday, and I have had to bring three van 
loads of replacement stock across this week.” 

She puts the success of The Queen B down to 
her determination to offer something different to 
her customers, while keeping the prices keen and 
offering an “amazing” service. 

She said: “I spend a lot of time in London, 
buying brands that are not on sale in this area. We 
also make sure that the stock is changed on a 
regular basis, so customers will always find 
something new here.” 

She strongly believes that customers prefer to 
buy from independents who are showing initiative 
and offering a good service. 

She added: “We did find in Penarth that Barry 
people were not coming to us, so we decided to 
come to them - and I’m really glad we did!” 

The feeling that customers want to support their 
local business certainly strikes a chord with Tony 
Hopkins, who runs Vic Hopkins Butchers and was 
the chairman of the High Street Traders group for 
many years. 


After all, local businesses tend to pay their tax in 
this country - not Luxembourg! 

He said: “We have offered a real service for 
many years now. We offer continuity of supply and 
good quality, and people like that.” 

At this time of year, of course, Tony is gearing 
up for Christmas orders. He said: “Our turkeys 
have come from the same farm in Pembrokeshire 
for 18 years now - proper turkeys from a proper 
farm - and we still expect the traditional long 
queues just before Christmas.” 

In recent years, the High Street Traders have 
introduced late night opening on a Thursday in the 
run up to Christmas, and Tony is a firm believer in 
this. He said: “As we get closer to Christmas, more 
and more shops are joining in. Our shop is offering 
Thursday shoppers a free entry into a draw for a 
Christmas turkey!” 

Returning to the fashion aspect of the area, 
another business that has built up a real relationship 
with customers is Jade, run by Jane James, who 
started in Broad Street 28 years ago and is now in 
Barry High Street. She welcomed the new shops 
who have opened in recent years, and said that the 
extra variety was definitely attracting more 
customers. 

The area is equally strong on gift shops - and 
again the traders put it down to good service and 
keen prices - plus that extra something that can be 
quite hard to define. 

(CONTINUED ON PAGE 27) 


‘Down to the Wood’ 

BARBER SHOP 

SENIOR CITIZENS 
CHILDREN • MEN 
Monday - Friday 9.00am - 5.30pm 
Saturday Sam - 4pm 
Antony, Matt, Jack & Ryan wish 
all customers a Merry Christmas 

27 High Street, Barry 



Wales 

^ WELSH HANDCRAFTED ^ 
GIFTS & HOMEWARES 




5 Island Road (off High St.) 
Barry CF62 7AR 

facebook.conn/honnennadewales 


THE SHOPFOR 
EXCLUSIVE GIFTS 

• Woodwick Candles 

Soy based, crackles as it bums. 

• Annie Haak Jewellery 
As worn by celebrities 

• Ted Baker Mens’& Ladies’quality gifts 

• Nougat London for ladies & men 

• Powder AutumnAVinter Collection 
Scarves, Hats & Gloves 

• Snoozies Cosy little foot coverings 
for adults and kids 

• Joma Jewellery 

• Cath Kidston Bath & Beauty 

• Choc on Choc 

• Ladies and Mens Watches 

• Ashleigh & Burwood Best Selling 
Fragrance Lamps & Diffusers 

11 High Street, Barry 
Tel. 01446 732456 
w w w.missholmes .co .uk 
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A great range of stock at Jade fashions. 



ABOVE: The Izmir is a great place to 
go for GreekITurkish food. 


Beespohe Cycles 

Barry’s No 1 Bicycle Shop 


^ loin BeeSpoke Cycles’^: 
^ Christmas Sailing Clubj^ 


We can offer 

0% Finance 

provided by 


Rslal 


BIKES FOR All 
THE FAMIIY! 

Raleigh, Dawes. 
Diamond Dack,^ 
Saracen. A 
Probike 


1 High Street. Barry 

01446133880 

www.beesiiohecycles.co.uk 




Food for 

CaC/LI Thought Deli! 

<L^rom a turkey 
to party foods, 
even salads... 

Make your Christmas 
orders today! 

You can find our Christmas order 
forms Instore and online at our website 
www.foodforthoughtbarry.co.uk 
Last orders Saturday 13th December 

We also have a great selection of Christmas 
products Instore to treat your friends or 
loved ones! If you are stuck on what to get 
why not buy a £10 Deli voucher. 

Let us put a sparkle into your Christmas! 


12 High Street, Barry 01446 735711 

www.foodforthoughtbarry.co.uk 
©FFTDeli on Twitter 


Something for everyone... 


(CONTINUED 

FROM PAGE 26) 

Miss Holmes is a 
good example of this. 
Calling it a gift shop 
doesn't quite hit the 
mark, because there is 
something quite 
eccentric in the product 
range. 

Popular items here are 
the Willow Tree range of 
figurines, watches and 
necklaces, distinctive 
gift cards, and a wide 
range of home fragrance 
diffusers - laid out in 
cabinets that make the 
shop really attractive to 
browse around. 

Nicola, the owner, is 
best placed to explain 
the rationale behind the 
eclectic mix, and she 
says; “I think a good gift 
shop should tick all the 
boxes. 

“Men, women, boys 
and girls should all be 
able to find something to 
buy for a friend or 


relative. Miss Holmes is 
indulgent without being 
over-priced, and stocks 
the latest of what’s out 
there.” 

Another shop that is 
thriving because it has 
found its niche in the 
marketplace is 
Butterflies - run by the 
husband and wife team 
of Ian and Jo Weavers. 

It is hard to miss 
Butterflies, as two giant 
toy soldiers stand guard 
outside, but inside it 
offers a huge variety of 
gifts. 

Jo said: “Business is 
definitely on the up, and 
we have been busier 
each year since we 
opened in 2008. People 
have responded to the 
extras that we offer, 
such as gift wrapping 
goods for free, and free 
local deliveries if you 
spend £10.” 

The biggest selling 
range in the store. 


however, is Yankee 
Candle products. 

Sales have continued 
to grow since they 
introduced them, and Jo 
said that their prices 
were so good that they 
now had customers 
buying via the internet 
from all over the UK. 

She puts this surge in 
interest down to the 
successful launch of 
their Facebook page 
(yankee candles in 
harry) which showcases 
the different hampers of 
Yankee Candle products 
that Butterflies can put 
together. 

Also in Barry High 
Street is Giggles Toy 
Shop, where Jill 
Mathews is putting her 
years of experience as a 
nursery nurse to good 
use, with a wide range 
of traditional toys on 
offer, with the accent on 
helping children learn as 
they play. 


It won’t be long 
before Jill celebrates 
Giggles’ second 
birthday, and she offers 
a wide range that 
includes art sets, dress- 
up dolls, dressing up 
clothes and puzzles. 

She said: “One thing 
that has become more 
and more popular is 
Welsh language 
children’s books, and I 
have increased the range 
to cope with the 
demand. 

“The Welsh Book 
Council has been a great 
help as well.” 

Jill also stocks a 
range of Welsh posters, 
and even has a talking 
bear that speaks Welsh! 

Giggles shares its 
space with another 
business, and one half of 
the window display 
often has people 
stopping and taking a 
second look. 

(CONTINUED 
ON PAGE 28) 



ABOVE: Successful Penarth boutique 
The Queen Bee has opened in Barry. 



■V ^f/fkee/^^toAderde' 

• Prime Scotch Steak^ • Superb seCection 
of Chicken (Disfies • JreshSukmon 
• Sukad Bar • E?(tensvve choice of 
TJesserts incCuding Speciakity Pancak^ 

• Sekection of Wines 
4 Broad Street, Barry 
Tel 01446 721440 

Closed 24th December 
Re-Opening Friday January 2nd 


Gifts 2a. toys 
for all ages 




'■'as' -ii-sgs. 


4 mnnd Roiiii, n m - - \R Td: 0 U 46 


IZ ^roadStreet; ^arry 
kfeC 07946 960610 

OPEN THURSDAY - SATURDAY 
5pm-l2 midnightThursday 
5pm-1 am Friday & Saturday 

BEAUJOLAIS NOUVEAU 

DAY ^urscfay ZOtft 9{pvemSer 




Quality Wooden Toys 
Beautiful Keepsafe Tins 
Welsh/Bilingual Books, 
Posters & Cards 
Gorgeous Rag Dolls 
Activity Books & Puzzles 
Pocket Money Toys 





Enjoy Seers, 
wines and 
spirits in a 
comfortaSke, 
contemporary, 
reka?(ins bar. 

Please adhfor 
furtHer details. 


LIVE MUSIC 

Tsoery f riday & Saturday - ^ 

CHRISTMAS PARTIES ^ 
& PRIVATE FUNCTIONS 

Buffets avaikabke 

NEW YEAR’S EVE PARTY 

Eiek^ts onky £10 
kVkusic • Buffet - on sake now 


85 High Street, Barry GF62 7DX 
Tel: 0(446 734866 


PHOTO ART 

Barbra Archdale-Smith arps 


Framed 
local views 

Commissions 

undertaken 

Fridge 
Magnets 



Local Scenes 
Christmas 
Cards 

Photo Art 


Find us in 
Giggles 


www.bas-photoart.co.uk 

07846 471367 

contact@bas-photoart.co.uk 



















































































28 - THE GEM 


WWW,facebook.com/slaniorsansem • www.twitter.com/sem news 


Thursday November 13th, 2014 


High Street, Broad Street, Island 
Road & Market Street, BARRY 

...AN IMAGINATIVE CHRISTMAS EXPERIENCE 


Wales in the shop window 



Salon 23 - a contempoary 
salon for the latest styles. 


(CONTINUED 

FROM PAGE 27) 

What draws their 
attention is photographs 
of Barry - at the 
moment, there are some 
striking shots of areas of 
the town lightly 
blanketed in snow. 

The photographs are 
by Photo Art - a 
business run by Barbra 
Archdale-Smith - who 
has created a substantial 
portfolio of photos, 
showing the town in all 
seasons and moods. 

She has a window 
display and a room in 
Giggles, and that room 
always attracts 
compliments for the 
quality of the photos on 
display. 

They have one thing 
in common - they were 
all taken by Barbra - 
and while the majority 
are of Barry and the 
surrounding area, there 
are others which 
chronicle Barbra’s 
travels with her camera 
to photogenic places 
such as Venice! 

Another very 
interesting shop is 
Homemade Wales, at 5 
Island Road, which 
specialises in 
handcrafted Welsh gifts 
and home wares. With a 
background in branding 
and marketing, new 
owner Fay Blakeley 
understands the 
importance of having a 
unique edge on today’s 
high streets. 

Originally from 
Barry, Fay studied and 
worked in advertising 
for London agencies, 
before returning home 
and setting up her own 
design agency. Sweet, 
which was responsible 
for re-branding the 
Wales Millennium 
Centre. 

Now Fay has turned 
her attention to retail 
and believes that the 
shop’s offering of Welsh 
gifts and home wares is 


perfect for Barry. She 
said: “With six Welsh 
medium primary schools 
and one secondary 
school, the cultural 
landscape of Barry and 
the Vale is changing. 

“But, whether you’re 
Welsh-speaking or 
English-speaking, it’s 
important to celebrate 
our heritage.” 

It’s a heritage she’s 
looking forward to 
exporting nationally and 
internationally in the 
New Year when she 
plans to take the shop 
online. 

Another local 
business making plans 
for Christmas is Beauty 
Basics in Broad Street, 
which is creating a 
Santa’s Grotto on three 
days(Sundays, 
December 14 and 21, 
and Tuesday, December 
23) with proceeds going 
to the local Foodbank. 

The Barry High Street 
and Broad Street area 
has never been short of 
cafes, bars and 
restaurants, and there is 
still a great deal of 
choice today, whether 
you want to sit down or 
take away. 

The Food for Thought 
deli has been trading 
there for 30 years and 
has learned to constantly 
adapt to changing tastes. 
Owner Nathan told The 
GEM that there had 
always been a demand 
for good quality rolls 
and sandwiches, while 
there was huge variety 
in other areas of the 
business. 

He said: “With 
Christmas in mind, we 
have stocked up with 
American drinks, 
chocolates and Pop 
Tarts. Closer to home, 
we will have a bigger 
than ever range of Welsh 
cheeses. 

“We have also added 
a range of Welsh 
honeys - with some 
unusual added flavours. 


Fay Blakeley offers handcrafted Welsh 
gifts at Homemade Wales. 



Jill Mathews of Giggles Toy Shop - 
with a bear that actually speaks Welsh! 


including ginger, 
cinnamon and chili!” 

He added that he was 
very pleased to see new 
shops opening, and that 
he was delighted to 
support this year’s 
Christmas lights switch 
on. 

In Broad Street, 
another established 
business. Scarlets wine 
bar, has something to 
celebrate before 
Christmas. Kath and 
Ron have been running 
Scarlets for nine years, 
and are looking forward 
to celebrating Beaujolais 
Day, which this year 
falls on November 20. 

With live music every 
Friday and Saturday, and 
with the autumn rugby 
internationals in full 
swing, the festive season 
is definitely a busy time 
for Scarlets. 

Nearby, on the corner 
of Broad Street and 
Island Road, is Izmir - a 
Turkish and Greek 
restaurant - which is 
celebrating its number 
one status on 
TripAdvisor. 

The owner, Mr Ah, 
told The GEM that it 
showed the level of 
customer satisfaction 
with both the quality of 
food and the ambience 
of the restaurant. 

People already 
familiar with 


Greek/Turkish cuisine 
find the food high 
quality, and 
entertainment can 
include belly dancing for 
any patrons celebrating a 
special occasion. Izmir 
also has a late night 
licence until 2am, which 
gives diners plenty of 
time to enjoy their 
evening. 

Specialities include 
Stifado, lean pieces of 
beef cooked very slowly 
with onions, tomatoes, 
wine, herbs and spices. 

Anyone interested in 
trying out the cuisine 
can take advantage of a 
two-course lunch on 
weekdays for £6.95 
(£7.95 on Sundays), 
with a two-course meal 
available in the evening 
for £10.95. Even the 
‘Grand Meze’ - a four- 
course special, is only 
£22.95. The Izmir also 
makes its menu 
available for take away 
(with a 10 per cent 
discount) but it does not 
deliver. 

With the festive 
season in mind, Mr Ah 
has launched the 
restaurant’s Christmas 
party menu (£25 per 
head), and also offers a 
special Christmas lunch 
(£44.50 per person), and 
a special New Year’s 
Eve night package 
(£42.50). 


BADDELEY’S 

SHOE REPAIRS, KEY CUHING 
and ENGRAVING 


We would like to wish all 
our customers old and new 
a Merry Christmas 

98fflGHSTREET,BARRY 
Tel/Fax (01446) 742838 


X esthetic 

dAwn clinic 

Awaken to a more youthful you 

3 Areas of botox only £200 
Dermal fillers and Sojlptra 20% off 

Christmas Gift Vouchers 

. DAWN AESTHETIC CLINIC . 
i 12 York Place, Barry CF62 7ED 4 
# T: 014« 732 286 

www.dawnclinic.com 


Scouts are on parade for 
Remembrance at Rhoose 



THE sun was shining (above) as 1st Penmark with Porthkerry Scout Group joined many other 
residents and local organisations in the Rhoose Remembrance Parade on November 9. 

Beavers, Cubs, Scouts and Explorers from 1st Penmark with Porthkerry were all involved in the 
parade. The rain held off as the group made its 
way through the village to the Community 
Centre, where wreaths were laid and a service 
was held. 


Local family are 
left distressed 
after prized gold 
watch is stolen 

POLICE in Penarth are appealing for 
information following a burglary at a 
house on Clive Crescent, between 2pm 
and 4.30pm on Saturday, November 8. 

A gold pocket watch and chain, which was 
presented to a family member in 1917 when he 
was awarded the Military Medal, was stolen. 

Local Policing Inspector Chris Owen said: 
“The stolen watch has great sentimental value to 
the victim. It was presented to his great uncle by 
the community of Treherbert in recognition of 
being awarded the Military Medal in 1917. 

“To have such a possession stolen is very 
distressing for the victim - particularly on the 
weekend we remember the centenary of the 
outbreak of the First World War.” 

“We are appealing to anyone who may have 
any information concerning this incident, or who 
may have any information which will lead to the 
recovery of the stolen watch, to contact South 
Wales Police on 101, or free and anonymously via 
Crimestoppers on 0800 555111, and quote 
jeference 1400418954.” _^ 


Stagecoach pupils 
among the stars! 

CHILDREN at a 
local theatre arts 
group are 
performing 
alongside some of 
the West End’s 


biggest stars at a 
fundraising event in 
Cardiff. 

A Night at the West 
End on November 16 
will see Stagecoach 


Stagecoach Performance 
Opportunities Fund. 

Bridgend and 
Cowbridge Stagecoach 
principal, Rob Reynolds, 
said: “We’re so excited 
to be a part of this event 
at St David’s Hall. 

“We’re also raising 
money for the STA 
National Children’s 
Choir of Wales, who 
have been invited to 


Bridgend and Cowbridge represent the UK in a 
pupils appearing with performance competition 


West End stars, 
including Peter Karrie 
and Britain’s Got Talent 
performer Charlotte 
Jaconehi, an ex- 
Stagecoach student, and 
other Stagecoach pupils 
from across Wales. 

The event will donate 
funds raised to the Ty 
Hafan children’s hospice 
at Sully and the 


in Disney World Florida 
in 2016. Our students 
have been working so 
hard this term and 
they’re thrilled to be 
able to sing alongside 
their heroes.” 

For more information 
visit the website 
http iHwww.stagecoach. 
CO .uk/bridgend or call 
01446 772727. 


Music in the Vale 

THIS weekend November 15-16, the annual 
competition takes place at Stanwell School, 
Penarth, organised by Music in the Vale to seek the 
best instrumental and vocal musicians, aged eight 
to 24. 

It will be held during the day and the finalists 
are asked to perform at a Gala Concert which starts 
at 7pm each day (doors open at 630pm). Entry is 
free. 


The Vale Council 
hits back over 
pothole pay-outs 


THE Vale Council has 
hit back after a report 
in the national media 
branded it as the 
second-highest payer 
of pothole 

compensation claims, 
writes PHILIP IRWIN. 

The report, based on 
information obtained by 
the insurance company 
LV=Road rescue, said 
that the Vale Council had 
paid out £152,045 in 
compensation so far this 
year. 

A council spokesman 
responded, saying that 
the figures were not 
based on like-for-like 
comparisons, and 

insisted that the correct 
pothole compensation 
figure was £18,295. 

Certainly, any layman 
looking at the 
information would have 
found a number of 
puzzling aspects. 

For instance, at 
number three in the list is 
Surrey County Council, 
with a payout of 
£134,304 for a total of 
3,024 claims. 

This contrasts with the 
Vale Council, where only 
148 claims racked up the 
£152,045 compensation 
pay-out. 

This gives such a vast 
differential in the average 
pay-out that it is hard to 
believe that like is being 
compared with like. 

A Vale Council 
spokesperson stated: 
“The figure quoted in the 
LV insurance press 
release is based on an 
FOI for claims as a result 
of all carriageway 
defects. 

“This definition 
covers a wide range of 
highway issues such as 
uneven road surfaces, 
water pooling, damaged 
or stolen manhole covers 
and damaged kerbs, in 
addition to just potholes. 

“In 2013/14 the Vale 
paid out only £18,295.04 
as a result of claims for 
damage caused by 
potholes.” 

He went on to talk 
about the council’s 
record for repairing 
potholes, saying: “In 
2013/14 the Vale filled in 
over 5,000 holes. 

“Around 800 were 
what are officially 


classed as potholes 
(holes more than 90mm 
deep) and around 4,500 
other holes were filled in 
as part of The Big Fill 
campaign. 

“In the same year, the 
Vale Council spent 
approximately £5 50k 
repairing our roads. 

“The council 

endeavours to fill all 
potholes reported within 
28 days. We would urge 
residents to report any 
potholes that they are 
aware of. This can be 
done by calling 01446 
700111 or via our 
website. 

Vale MPAlun Cairns 
commented: “It goes 
without saying that the 
issue of potholes is very a 
common problem raised 
on the doorstep. People 
are weary of seeing 
yellow lines painted 
around what can be 
dangerous potholes just 
to protect the local 
authority. 

“Some of the potholes 
are left untouched for up 
to a month and worsen 
rapidly - these 
timescales should be 
reviewed. 

“The local authority 
has a more targeted 
operation maintaining 
our roads but with the 
weather turning, we 
could face the perfect 
storm of bad weather 
combined with more 
potholes forming - and a 
bigger compensation bill 
for the authority.” 

Miles Punter, Director 
of Visible Services at the 
Vale Council, explained: 
“Several bad winters 
have caused damage to 
Vale roads, as is the case 
across the country, and 
keeping up with the road 
surfacing and pothole 
problems is a great 
challenge for all 
councils. 

“However, we know 
this is an important issue 
for our residents and so 
we are doing a huge 
amount of work to tackle 
the problem. 

“As part of The Big 
Fill campaign, we now 
have our officers 
working on Saturdays 
and Sundays to fill holes 
and we have filled more 
than 5,000 in the last 
year alone.” 






































E SALE 


Thursday November 13th, 2014 


WWW,facebook.com/slainorsansem • www.twitter.com/sem news 


THE GEM - 29 


20% OFF 

mi 


aLE • 20% OFF VAT FREE SALE • 20% OFF VAT FREE SALE • 20% OFF VAT FREE SALE 


r Qi^ 

WINDOWS YOU 
CAN EXPECT 
QUALITY AND THE 
FOLLOWING AS 
STANDARD: 


THE WORLD FAMOUS VEKA DOUBLE 
OR TRIPLE GLAZED FS 70MM VIRQIN 
PROHLE WITH A 25 YEAR GUARANTEE. 



• Energy A faMdglsBa 

• High sQcxfty S pom 
y^kickrg 
mochanlsfns nttod to 
the openers 

• InstaikaiiGn by our 
eipefiorxad h ata iier s 

eipenorK36 between 
thefTL 

• MaKseyarhome 

lookamazioo 

• Removaiand 
eiostlng 

• Betterenergy 

• Better noise 


• Better secuHy 

• Better saMrgs on 
energy biH 

« Reduced heal loea 
end corrtensaeon 

• Low niamenanoe 

Competitfve prizing 
With no tadden ooeis 


• Local Ismiy owned 
oompany Binoe 1Q9i 


20% ‘VAT FREE SALE’ 

cost Total amount 

lolly liltml 1^"’'' 

n/njSmRnt 

■ IMIM 

£2455.20 

£409.20 

£2046 

t IMOIWS 

£3174.00 

£529.00 

£2645 

• fwetwvf 

£3892.80 

£648.80 

£3244 

imumm 

mmnwm 

£4611.60 

£768.60 

£3843 

1 VMMOItIVS 
aerae^MMieeeM 

• •MIM 

£5330.40 

£888.40 

£4442 

tmmmK 

■WSS,eMiaPBBB 

mmmwm 

£6049.20 

£100820 

£5041 

leiaweows 

mirntmii 

£6768.00 

£1128J)0 

£5640 


ALL OUR CONSEWAroniES COME LOLLY PLAB'ERED. 
TILED '/iTTH FREE UNDERFuOOR HEATING WITH UPvG SCERTING 
BOARDS FITTED AS STANDARD AND FREE BLINDS 



COMPOSITE DOOR 

£1194 

£995 

COMPOSITE DOOR 

WITH FANUGHT 

£1314 

£1095 

COMPOSITE DOOR WITH 

1 SIDESCREBI 

£1674 

£1395 

COMPOSITE DOOR WITH 

2 SIDESCREEMS 

£2034 

£1695 

COMPOSITH DOOR WITH 

2 SneSGREERS AMD A FaNUfiMT 

£2220 

£1850 


OPEN 9AM TO 9PM • 7 DAYS A WEEK 


OUR QUALITY NEW DUO 
COMPOSITE DOORS ARE 
54% THICKER THAN STANDARD 

VmV ITS THE BEST COMPOSITE 
DOOR ON THE MARKET? 

• Made in Brrtairr 

• & 4 %ttx:kefthana 8 laridbrd(x>mpoet^ 

• Improved thermal and acoustic ineulabon 
thanks to double oompression seats 

• Galvanised sleel reinforcerrient 

• Triple glazed: for better heat retention 
and noise reduction 

• Meets Of exceeds al current 
Bnbeh Standards lor door secunty. 

• Available in a choice d rich 
colours arxJ woodgrains 


WE SUPPLY ALL TYPES OF UPVC WINDOWS DOORS AND CONSERVATORIES 

AWARDED BEST DOUBli GLAZING COMPANY IN WALES BY NETWORK VEKA f 


VEAL'S 


10a Ewenny Road, Bridgend CF31 3HL 
Unit 2 Leckwith Road, Cardiff CF11 SAP 
TEL CARDIFF 02920 508770 • BRIDGEND: 01656 349515 
BARRY: 01446 439212 
FREEPHONE: 0800 8030821 
mpnwindows@aoi.coni 
www.mpnwindows.com 


' WINDOWS, DOORS 

M.P.[ 

CONSERVATORIES 



20% OFF VAT FREE SALE • 20% OFF VAT FREE SALE • 20% OFF VAT FREE S 
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NEWS FROM PENCOED COMPREHENSIVE 


The play’s the thing — in fact, four of them! 



‘PAGE TO 

STAGE’, is a new 
literacy project by 
P e n c o e d 
Comprehensive’s 
drama and English 
departments, which 
is aimed at year-9 
pupils and in 
particular, boys, 
with a view to 
inspiring new 
writing and stage 
production. 

It all began with a 
motivational launch day 
during last summer’s 
Learning Core 

programme featuring 
good luck speeches and 
recorded messages from 
celebrities from around 
the world. 

These included well 
known Welsh playwright 
Frank Vickery, West End 
producer and director 
Nick Evans, as well as 


Hollywood superstar 
Michael Sheen. 

“Write from the heart 
and take inspiration from 
those things around you” 
was the advice from 
Sheen. 

Kay Smith, who is 
head of drama at 
Pencoed, was delighted 
to have support from 
such weighty figures in 
the film and stage 
industry for this new 
project that she hopes 
will inspire her pupils to 
put pen to paper. 

Every year-9 pupil 
was encouraged to enter 
an original playscript for 
the festival and four were 
chosen to be performed 
in a grand presentation 
evening on the Eriday 
evening before the 
October half term 
holiday. 

In September, 6th 
form directors were 
assigned to each play and 
they have been 


responsible for 

organising the whole 
event, overseen by Kay 
Smith and her drama 
colleague Alex Hewitt. 

Hours of preparation 
went into organising the 
brand new plays and 
everyone was very 
excited to see the 
finished performances on 
the night. 

The four plays 
presented were: 

Freelance, The 

Playwright, The Fear 
Game, and Forever by 
her Side. 

Eollowing the 

performance s, prize s 
were awarded to Jade 
Evans as Best Actress 
{Forever By Her Side), 
Brogan Parrish and 
Jonathan Carr as Writers 
of the Best Play {Forever 
By Her Side), and Olivia 
Bruford as Best Director 
{Freelance). 

However, for the 
drama department at 



The plays^ directors with Mrs 
Hewitt and Mrs Smith. 


Pencoed, it is far more 
important that all the 
pupils felt a sense of 
pride and ownership of 
their play. The evening 
was well attended and 
the acting, scripts, 
direction and production 
elements were all very 
highly praised by the 
audience. 

“Putting pen to a blank 
page can be daunting but 
if this event inspires just 
one child to go on and 
keep writing then it has 
been a success” said Kay. 

“What has been very 
special for ‘Page to 
Stage’ is that some of the 
writers are boys who 
have never been involved 
in a school show and 
have really committed to 
the project.” CB 


Bridgend is the ‘swim 
safe’ county borough! 


WITH nearly 100 per cent of 
primary schools in Bridgend 
county borough attending 
Haloes swimming pools for 
lessons (3,536 pupils had 
lessons in their pools last 
year) and nearly 7 out of 10 
11-year-olds able to swim a 
length unaided as a result, 
Halo is ^‘determined to work 
harder with teachers across 
the borough to ensure every 
child leaves primary school 
with this life saving skilV\ 

A report this week saw the ASA 
(Amateur Swimming Association) 


calling for Ofsted to be more 
rigorous when it comes to 
assessing schools on swimming, 
saying that nationwide some 45 
per cent of children between seven 
and 11 years can’t swim a length 
unaided, and that over half the 
schools across the UK don’t meet 
its recommended guidelines for a 
minimum of 25 hours a year of 
swimming tuition. 

“Our swimming programme is 
one of our proudest 
achievements, ’’ says Andy Walker, 
Halo’s Swimming Development 
Officer. “Halo has always 
recognised that our pools across 
the county are not just for fitness 
and leisure - they are an essential 


tool in teaching children to swim. 
That’s why we offer free learn to 
swim crash courses during school 
holidays to children not in the 
lesson programme, and offer 
reduced price access to parents 
qualifying for concessions. 

“Like the ASA, though, we 
know our biggest asset is our 
strong relationship with schools - 
44 out of 46 primary schools in the 
county come to Halo for lessons.” 

“We use what’s known as the 
school’s intensive model,which we 
know has the best impact on 
improving pupils ’ swimming 
ability.” 


give your kitchen a 

magical transformation 
...with replacement 
kitchen doors 
8( worktops... 

LaMi*\aP:, Solid idood or Paivitcd Doon available, ail Made to measure 
Most jobs completed in a day • No need to empty cupboards 
Fitted within 7 days of order • Looks as good as new 


' 4 ^ 





quartzize 


l>io cyunrtz ov^erlay winch 9003 owsr your cxiictinQ 
worktops. More ciurabAo sind poroos than 

granite and up to cheaper; 


fPiVACt 



OUR MAGICAL FITTING SERVICE IS NOW FREE 


I KITCHEN GENIE 

TRANSFORM YOUR KITCHEN at A FRACTION OF THE COST www.thekitchengenie.co.uk 
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Former cleaner 
is on trial 
over country 
house theft 


REPORT by AJ SICLUNA 


JEWELLERY and 
watches, many of 
the items of 
sentimental value 
and worth more 
than £50,000, were 
stolen from a Vale of 
Glamorgan country 
house, when the 
owner drove her 
two children to 
school. 

One of those alleged 
to be responsible was a 
former cleaner who knew 
the house inside-out, 
knew the property was 
there, and took full 
advantage of her 
knowledge, said 

prosecutor David 

Thomas at Cardiff 
Crown Court. 

Paula Miles, 34, who 
had worked at the house 
and Claire Gimblett, 39, 
both of Peacehaven, 
Tredegar, have pleaded 
not guilty to carrying out 
a burglary at Porthferry 
House, Porthkerry. 

Mr Thomas said the 
property was “a rather 
grand house” standing 


alone in acres of land in a 
beautiful setting, with a 
long driveway. 

Living there with her 
two sons was Vanessa 
Barker. 

On January 20, at 
7.20am she drove them 
to school and didn’t lock 
the French doors 
overlooking the sea. 
Later, she was told 
people had been seen 
inside the house when 
she was absent. 

There was no 
“ransacking” but she 
later discovered 

jewellery and watches 
worth over £50,000 had 
been stolen. Among the 
items was a Cartier 
watch. 

After police made 
enquiries, two men who 
had been repairing the 
drive said they saw two 
people in the house. 

Later, two teenagers 
were arrested after one 
was wrongly identified 
as being involved. 

Their mothers said 


they were at home at the 
time “ready to go to 
school”. 

“The police had drawn 
a blank” said Mr 
Thomas. But on 

Porthkerry Green was a 
CCTV camera belonging 
to a local farmer, Gwilym 
Davies. 

It was checked and the 
police spotted a Renault 
car parked there with the 
defendants inside, which 
arrived three minutes 
after Mrs Barker left. 

The defendants later 
drove off but two days 
later Mrs Barker found a 
bunch of keys in the 
house, one of which was 
for the Renault. 

Miles and her partner 
Gimblett were arrested 
and said they had driven 
from Tredegar to 
Porthkerry for fresh air at 
about 7.15am. 

One of the them said 
they fell into a puddle, a 
man gave them a hand 
and stole Gimblett’s 
purse containing a car 
key. 

They later broke into 
the car and found an 
alternative key and drove 
off. 

The police discovered 
on Miles’ mobile phone 
on the day of the burglary 
a call to a businessman in 
Bath asking if he wanted 
to buy a Cartier watch. 

Mr Thomas said: 
“Miles was a former 
cleaner in the house, and 
knew it inside out. 

“She had keys to the 
house and was a friend of 
Mrs Barker. 

“She knew the 
jewellery was there, and 
took advantage of her 
knowledge. 

“The set of keys later 
found in the house 
belonged to Miles,” said 
Mr Thomas. 

The case continues. 


TAX HELP FOR ELDERLY... 

PENCOED Library on Tuesday, December 
2; at the Age Cymru office^ Six Bells, on 
December 4 and Age Connect office, 
Holton Road, Barry, on the last Monday of 
the month. 

For further details and to book an 
appointment, call 0845 6013321. 


CATERING BUSINESS 
OPPORTUNITY 

CATERING FRANCHISE AVAILABLE 
AT CHARACTER VILLAGE INN, 
LOCATED NEAR BRIDGEND. 

Competitive rent & flexible terms 
Ideal opportunity for chef and partner 

Contact Mike on 07816 903454 

E-Mail mike@hdj-westlake.co.uk 


LEASEHOLD OPPORTUNITY 


St Paul's Church, Penarth 

For Community Purposes/Mixed uses only 



For further information, contact 

Tom Larkin on 02920 368962 

tlarkin(5)savills.com 


SHOPKEEPER FINED FOR OUT 
OF DATE FOOD OFFENCES 


A PENCOED 
shopkeeper has 
been fined, after 
admitting offering 
items of food for 
sale more than a 
week after their ‘use 
by’ dates had 
expired. 

Following a consumer 
complaint about out of 
date food, Bridgend 
County Borough 

Council’s Trading 
Standards team visited 
the Min-y-Mart outlet at 
Min-y-Nant, Pencoed. 

The visit uncovered 
food that was on sale five 
days out of date and the 


owner, Mr Arumugum 
Suresh, was advised of 
his responsibilities under 
food safety legislation. 

However, despite this 
advice being reiterated in 
writing, a follow-up visit 
to the premises a matter 
of weeks later resulted in 
a chicken burger being 
found on sale nine days 
after its ‘use-by’ date had 
expired - as well as a 
pack of sausages which 
was on sale seven days 
past its ‘use by’ date. 

The subsequent 
investigation by the 
council uncovered that 
Mr Suresh had no system 
in place for preventing 
food being sold after its 


use by date and he was 
charged with two 
offences under the Food 
Labelling Regulations 
1996. 

After admitting the 
offences before Bridgend 
Magistrates Court on 
Monday, October 27, the 
shopkeeper was fined a 
total of £700, together 
with a £70 victim 
surcharge and ordered to 
pay costs amounting to 
£800. 

Commenting on the 
outcome of the court 
case, Bridgend County 
Borough Council’s 
Leader, Coun Mel Nott 
said: “Perishable foods 
are marked with a ‘use 


Porthcawrs Rotary 
posties on standby! 


CHRISTMAS is coming - and 
so is the Rotary Club of 
Porthcawl’s Christmas Post - 
but if you are writing your 
Christmas cards early, DON’T 
POST THEM YET! 

From November 25 to December 
15, our Rotary ‘Posties’ will collect, 
sort and deliver Christmas post with 
specially designed Rotary Christmas 
stamps. 

You will be able to buy Rotary 
Christmas stamps from participating 
local outlets and post your cards in 
special Rotary Post boxes at the stores 
to addresses in the CF36 postal area - 
for only 25p! 

The Rotarian Posties are ready, 
willing and able to get delivering in 
order to raise money for local and 


Rotary charities! 

Please remember that cards can only 
be posted at the stores and can only be 
delivered to CF36 addresses. 

The stamps can be bought and cards 
posted at the following stores: DH 
Edwards, Well Street; Walters Shoes, 
John Street; Jane’s Forget Me Not, 
.John Street; Stationery Hill, Station 
Hill; Cal’s, Suffolk Place; Lifestyle 
Express, New Road; Nick’s Stores, 
The Precinct; Parc Stores, Cilparc; 
Nottage Stores, Nottage; Spar Stores, 
Newton. 

The club is very grateful for the 
goodwill of the stores, the continuing 
generosity of the public and also to the 
sponsorship offered by Walters Shoes 
and T El wood Deere and Son. 

IVOR WILLIAMS 


by’ date to protect reinforce the importance 
consumers from the risk for retailers to check the 
of food poisoning, stock rotation of their 
Trading Standards foodstuffs on a daily 

“Officers will always basis.” 
seek to work with Anyone with concerns 
businesses to ensure about retailers selling 
compliance, but in this food past its‘use by’date 
case, the advice given should contact Trading 
was ignored and this Standards via the 
resulted in meat products Citizens Advice 

being left on sale more Consumer Service on 
than a week after their 03454 04 05 06 or by 
‘use-by’dates. emailing 

“I hope that the fine tradingstandards@bridg 
and costs imposed will end.gov.uk. 



FOR SALE/TO LET 

Unit 8,PenllyneWay, 

Vale Business Park, 
LlandowCF7l 7WN. 



Modern detached business 


unit providing in total 
approximately 4,565 sq ft GIA. 
For Sale at an asking price of 
£205,000 or To Let at an asking 
rental of £ 15,000 per annum. 

All enquiries please to Watts and Morgan 
Commercial Department on 01656 644288. 


Choir set 
for 

festive 

concert 

COWBRIDGE 
Male Voice Choir 
will again perform 
the opening 
ceremony of Holy 
Cross Church 
Christmas tree 
festival. 

A gala concert will 
take place at Holy 
Cross on November 28 
at 7.30pm. Tickets, 
£7.50, will be available 
from the Church 
Admin Office in 
Church Street, or Mr 
Frank Maynard on 
01446 772454. 

The concert will also 
feature soprano Ellen 
Williams, accompanied 
by Sian Davies. 
Proceeds will go to 
Holy Cross Church 
funds. All the trees 
have been donated 
privately, or by local 
schools, businesses and 
organisations within 
the Cowbridge area. 


You can 
follow 
The GEM 
on Twitter. 

End us 

@gem_news 


ANTHONY BROWN LTD. 

ESTATE AGENTS AND SURVEYORS, 
LLANTWIT MAJOR CF61 1XY 

A personal service - whether you’re buying or selling 

Tel: 01446 792723 
Fax 01446 793267 



LLANTWIT MAJOR 
£124,950 

Two bedroom 
end of link house 
situated on the 
Llanmaes Road 
comprising 
Hallway, Lounge, 

Fitted Kitchen/ 

Breakfast Room. 

Bathroom & WC. 

Double glazed 
windows and gas heating. Open plan garden to 
front and neatly laid garden to the rear with 
access to allocated parking area. Ref 791D 




LLANTWIT MAJOR 
£125,000 

Modern two 
bedroom link 
house comprising 
Hallway, 

Lounge, Fitted 
Kitchen/ 

Breakfast Room, 

Modern 
Bathroom. Gas 
central heating. 

Double glazed windows. Off road parking. 
Garden to front and rear. Ref 792D 




LLANTWIT MAJOR 
£189,500 

Modern well 
presented three 
bedroom semi¬ 
detached house 
and garage with 
full width 
Conservatory to 
the rear. Entrance 
Porch, Hallway, 

Lounge, Dining 
area. Modern 
fitted Kitchen, Modern Bathroom. Gas central 
heating. UPVC double glazed windows and 
doors. Paved driveway and gardens. Ref 795D 



ST ATHAN VILLAGE- 
£154,950 

Established three bedroom detached house and 
garage situated in a cul-de-sac Hallway, Lounge, 
Fitted Kitchen/Breakfast Room, Ground floor 
Bathroom. Two bedrooms to first floor. Gas 
central 
heating. UPVC 
double glazed 
windows and 
doors. 

Driveway and 
garden to 
front and 
south facing 
rear garden. 

Ref782D 



Visit our website for all our listed properties - www.anthonybrownltd.co.uk 
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The Only Estate Agent in Barry that's open 




- 24 Hours a Day, 7 Days a 


Branch Director 

EweMove We va;ov\c U<?vv<Aev fo sell ov lef yotw Uowve. "To ve^uesT ^ FREE M<?\vVeF ov Renf \asIH 

Vale of Glamorgan EweMove.com/Bariry or call Karen on 01446 349349 


Sell Your House From 

£ 995 " 

(No Sale No Fee) 



Morel Street 
Barry 

• Three Double Bedrooms 

• Two Reception Rooms 

• Close to all Amenities 


Holton Road 
Barry 

• Three Bedrooms 

• Brand New Refurbishment 

• Close to Town Centre 


Cae Canol 
Penarth 

• Beautifully Decorated 

• Four Double Bedrooms 

• Close to Beaches and 


Find Your 
Next Tenant For 

FREE 

(Full Management Only) 

Hurry! 

For a limited yeriod only 



Merioneth Place 
Barry 

• Four Bedrooms 

• Excellent Condition 

• Quiet Cul de Sac 


Abingdon Street 
Barry 

• Two Double Bedrooms 

• Close to Amenities 


Thistle Close 
Barry 

• Three Bedrooms 

• Show Home Presentation 




£125,000 


Ideal for First Time Buyer 


• West End Location 


Weston Court 
Barry 

• One Bedroom, Top Floor 
Apartment 

• Private Off-Road Parking 

• No Onward Chain 


Lydstep Road 
Barry 

• No Chain and Reduced Price 

• Garage and Off-Road Parking 

• Close to All Amenities 


Woodlands Road 
Barry 

• Large Terraced House 

• Three Bedrooms 

• Central Location 



ScJes oAcf 

01446349349 



We are proud to be the 
Main Sponsors of Barry RFC 

f rtgtmo^ ZOOpkWic 


Find Out What Your Home 
is Really Worth 

Get a FREE Instant 

Valuation Report 

Using my quick, online tool! 

Visit EweMove.com/Barry 
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Remembrance Sunday in Kenfig Hill and 
Cefh Cribwr attracts a record turnout 



ABOVE: Cubs and Brownies took the collection at 
the Service in St Theodore^s Church. 



ORGANISERS of 
the Remembrance 
Day Service and 
parade in Kenfig 
Hill were 
“gratified” by the 
large crowd that 
attended. 

Harold Phillips, who 
co-ordinated the event, 
said: “Two years ago, 
150 people attended. 

“Last year, it was 
300, and this year, 500 
people were gathered 
at the Cenotaph.” 

As in previous 
years, a service was 
held in St Theodore’s 
Church, and the 
parade then made its 
way down the hill to 
the Cenotaph. 

The service was 
conducted hy Rev 
Jonathan Durley, with 
support from Rev Len 
Grahham and Reader 
Grace Wylde. 

At the Cenotaph, 
The Last Post and 
Reveille were played 
on the hugle hy 
Drummer Steffan 
Sheppard, of the 
Welsh Guards (a local 
hoy from South 
Cornelly) in full dress 
uniform. 

(See photo top left). 


IMAGES BY KEITH E MORGAN 




THE new Cenotaph 
at Cefn Cribwr has 
the best view of any 
in south Wales. 

On a clear day, you 
can see across the 
Bristol Channel, hut 
when the weather is 
grim it is the most 
exposed - so Royal 
British Legion 

organisers of 

Remembrance Day 
mist ahve been 
delighted with the good 
weather. 

Pastor Richard 
Roberts took the 
service at the Nebo 
Chapel, and the parade 
then made its way to the 
Cenotaph, where 
Pastor Roberts also 
took that service. 

Children from Cefn 
Cribwr Primary School 
took turns to lay a 
wreath for each local 
Serviceman who had 
died in conflict. 

LEFT and 
BELOW: 

Cefn Cribwr 
Primary School 
pupils lay their 
wreaths. 
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FAMILY’S CHARITY CLIMB 


to say thank you for baby Hollie 



Kirsty, Robert, Hollie and Gavin Jenkins present their 
donation to (from left) Miriam Williams, nursery nurse; 

Rachel Elwood, staff nurse; Julie Evans, ward sister; 
Angela Davies, ward clerk and Helen Radford, ward sister. 


A BRIDGEND family was so 
grateful for the care their 
premature baby received, they 
climbed 886 metres to prove it. 

Baby Hollie Jenkins arrived nine weeks 
early at the Princess of Wales Hospital, 
weighing just 21b 15oz. 

She was taken straight to the special care 
baby unit with breathing difficulties. 

The following day, her lung collapsed 
and she was taken to the neonatal unit at 
Singleton Hospital for a week, before 
returning to Bridgend. 

Here she spent five weeks growing 
bigger and stronger, until she was well 
enough to go home with her parents Kirsty 
and Robert - just in time for Christmas. 

To say thank you for Hollie’s care, Kirsty 
and Robert, along with Hollie’s uncle 
Gavin Jenkins and grandfather Steven 


Ralph, climbed Pen-y-Fan in the Brecon 
Beacons - the highest peak in south Wales 
- raising £1,212 for the Princess of Wales 
unit. 

Kirsty, from Bettws, said: “Everything 
happened really quickly when Hollie was 
bom. I was on my way to work and I wasn’t 
feeling very well. 

“My blood pressure was really high so 
my doctor sent me straight to Princess of 
Wales’ Ward 12, where I was admitted. 

“Almost straight away I was moved to 
the delivery suite, as the situation was so 
severe, and the maternity team had to work 
quickly. 

“It was October 31 last year and 
although Hollie wasn’t due until January 1, 
I had to have an emergency Caesarean. 

“Hollie is doing so well now. We’ve just 
had her first birthday and she is into 


everything. It’s hard to believe what she 
went through when you see her now. 

“We would like to thank everyone for 
their support, not just friends, family and 
sponsors, but the maternity team, transfer 
team of doctors and the neonatal teams at 
Singleton and Princess of Wales. 

“They have such a warm, welcoming 
atmosphere we felt we had to raise funds to 
make sure they could continue to help other 
families in the way they helped us. 

Helen Radford, special care baby unit 
sister, said: “It is wonderful to see baby 
Hollie doing so well and it was really 
lovely for the whole family to come and 
visit us. 

“The money will be put towards bits and 
pieces for the unit to make it as warm and 
comforting as we can for our babies and 
families.” 


Brackla residents plant 1,000 
bulbs in the Grow Wild Project 



Residents with 
Keep Wales Tidy 
and Wales & 
West Housing 
representatives 
at the Grow 
Wild planting 
day inBrackla. 












Children from Brackla have been helping to improve their 
community by planting bulbs for Grow Wild with assistance 
from their murnSj, Keep Wales Tidy and Wales & West Housing. 


RESIDENTS in 
Brackla recently 
donned their 
gardening gloves 
and dug out their 
trowels to plant 
native flowers and 
help brighten their 
community. 

The group, led by 
Brackla Events 
Committee, came 
together to plant wild 
bulbs and brighten up 
the public footpath 
between Clos-y-Waun 
and Heol Bryn Glas in 
The Meadows area. 

The event came as 
part of Grow Wild, a 
£10.5m programme 
supported by the Big 
Lottery Fund and led by 
the Royal Botanic 
Gardens, Kew, after 
Brackla Events 
Committee was awarded 
a £500 grant. 

The Grow Wild 
programme inspires 


communities, friends, 
neighbours and 
individuals across the 
UK to come together to 
transform local spaces 
by sowing, growing and 
enjoying native wild 
flowers. 

Over 30 members of 
the local community 
attended the planting day 
to lend a helping hand, 
with assistance from 
Wales & West Housing 
and Keep Wales Tidy. A 
number of budding 
young gardeners were 
among the group, with 
children as young as 
four digging in and 
getting their hands dirty. 

In total, over 1,000 
bulbs were planted, 
including native 
bluebells, snowdrops, 
wild daffodils, lily of the 
valley and wild garlic. 

The group hopes that 
the wild flowers will 
make the footpath more 
welcoming and add a 
splash of colour for 


residents to enjoy, with 
the route regularly being 
used by people walking 
to and from the town 
centre or the local 
school. 

Andrew Pritchard, 
Housing Officer for 
Wales & West Housing, 
said: “It was fantastic to 
see so many residents 
taking part in the Grow 
Wild Project in Brackla 


and the day proved to be 
a real success - with the 
emergence of some up 
and coming gardening 
stars!” 

Maria Golightly, 

Grow Wild Wales 
Partnership Manager, 
commented: “It has been 
an absolute pleasure to 
work with Brackla 
Events Committee on 
this project and I am 


delighted there was such 
a great turnout for the 
planting day. This 
project will not only 
brighten up the area, but 
will also add to our 
network of fantastic 
projects across Wales 
where people are 
transforming local 
spaces by sowing, 
growing and enjoying 
native wild flowers.” 



The Squirrel Shed in 
Tondu is the focus of 
international interest 


THE Squirrel’s Nest, from its 
home in a small industrial 
unit in Tondu, played host to 
visitors from around the 
world last month. The most 
recent international visitor to 
the first working ‘Men’s 
Shed’ in Wales was an 
Australian executive director, 
Paul Villanti from the 
Movember Foundation, the 
men’s health charity. 

The Squirrel’s Nest was 
established as a charity some years 
ago to provide a space where men 
could get together, work on practical 
projects and share stories. They 
found a new home two years ago in 
Tondu and joined in an international 
movement to give men an outlet for 
their creative talents and social 
networking. 

The visit from the Movember 
Eoundation and Prostate Cancer UK, 
showed their support for grass roots 
initiatives in the community. Earlier 
in October, The Squirrel’s Nest 
welcomed David Helmers, CEO of 
Australian Men’s Shed Association 
and John Evoy, CEO of Men’s Sheds 
Ireland for a flying visit to look at 
their operations. 


The Squirrel’s Nest has particular 
emphasis on support for men’s health 
and well-being and those whose lives 
have been affected by prostate cancer. 
Thanks to Prostate Cancer UK we 
open on Eridays particularly for men 
affected by prostate cancer. 

By working with people, keeping 
occupied and giving back to the local 
community, participants can keep 
their mental and physical wellbeing 
in check. Why not come along and 
give it a go or support us by buying 
some of the beautiful crafted objects 
we make? 

By joining in at the shed, you’ll be 
able to meet new people and 
experience the camaraderie of 
working with other men. You will 
also have the chance to get involved 
in the local community and get one- 
to-one support from a Prostate Cancer 
UK clinical nurse specialist. 

The Squirrel’s Nest is generally 
open 10am to 3.30pm Monday to 
Eriday at Unit 38 Tondu Enterprise 
Centre, Bryn Rd, Tondu. Eor more 
information email them at 
squirrelsnestms®gmail.com or call 
01656 729625. 


Bridgend Ramblers 
pay their tribute at 
Canadian memorial 


ON Sunday, 
November 9, a 
group of 15 
Bridgend Ramblers 
joined many other 
walkers in the 
Brecon Beacons for 
a simple ceremony 
of remembrance at 
the highest 
memorial in the 
country. 

The site was 714m 
up on Cam Pica, some 
six kilometres west of 
Talybont on Usk, where 
Wellington Bomber 
R1465 crashed on a 
routine training flight 
on July 6, 1942. 

The stone memorial 
cairn was erected by the 
pupils, staff and friends 
of Tredegar 
Comprehensive School 
in 1980 to remember 
the five Canadian 
volunteers who died 
that night. It has since 
been adopted by Canada 
as an official war 
memorial. 

As 11am approached. 


more than 100 people 
gathered on the hillside 
to hear the sad details of 
the crash and stand in 


THE Newton WI 
November meeting 
commenced with 
the usual business 
before the guest 
speaker, an 
American lady 
called Polly, gave a 
very interesting talk 
on American 
Thanksgiving day, 
celebrated on the 
fourth Thursday in 
November. 

This event originates 
from the ‘Pilgrim 
Pathers’ first harvest in 
the New World in 1621. 

December is a busy 
month in the Newton WI 
calendar, starting this 
year with the ‘Tree 
Festivals’ at All Saints 
Church from December 


silent tribute as the 
ceremony at 
Westminster was 
broadcast on radio. 


1 for one week - also at 
Margam Park Orangery 
on December 3 for one 
day only. At both these 
events, Newton WI trees 
are decorated by our 
talented craft ladies and 
a visit is highly 
recommended. 

The December 
meeting will include our 
carol service officiated 
by the Rev Colin 
Richards - afterwards, 
tea/coffee and mince 
pies will be served. 

Our Christmas lunch 
will be held on 
December 5 at the Coed 
y Mwstwr Hotel, which 
everyone is greatly 
looking forward to. 

For more information, 
ring Pearl Mason on 
01656 772657. 

M Freeman 


WI learns about 
Thanksgiving day 
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Local MP ‘Gives 
an Hour’ for 
Youth Work Week 



THE Bridgend MP, 
Madeleine Moon has 
visited KPC Youth in Pyle, 
who are taking part in the 
National Youth Agency’s 
‘Youth Work Week’. 

The NYA ‘Give an Hour’ 
campaign encourages MPs to 
dedicate some of their time to 
supporting youth workers in 
projects within their 
constituencies and Madeleine 
said: “I was delighted to ‘Give an 
Hour’ of my time to support KPC 
Youth, who are a well known and 
established youth project in my 


constituency. I met with a group of 
youngsters and joined in with their 
discussion on risky behaviour at 
the centre last Friday. 

“I had a great question and 
answer session with the 
youngsters and have agreed to go 
back in the New Year to help them 
carry out a parliamentary style of 
debate on an issue of their choice. 

“I have visited KPC Youth 
many times over the years and it is 
inspiring to see the positive 
encouragement from the youth 
workers to the youngsters 
attending the centre from Pyle, 
Kenfig Hill and Comelly. Many 
of the youngsters learn life skills 


to help them get a good job and a 
good life. 

“There is a range of indoor and 
outdoor activities available at the 
centre, such as a Rock School, 
learning to play an instrument, 
pool, table tennis, rugby, sports 
court and a skate park.” 

KPC Youth are continually 
looking for ways to raise funds for 
their centre, their ongoing Buy a 
Brick campaign, donations of 
toners, mobiles and old clothes. 

Visit their website to find out 
how you can help: 
www.kpcyouth.com or email them: 
kpcyouth@hotmail.com 


ARRESTING 
GAME 
OF RUGBY! 


Bridgend 
bridge club 


SOUTH Wales 

Police and 

Bridgend Athletic 
2nd XV played an 
evening match on 
Friday, November 7 
at Waterton Cross, 
in very difficult 
circumstances, with 
a high wind and 
driving cold rain 
throughout most of 
the game. 

The pitch was, 
however, in excellent 
condition and both sides 
played as though they 
were playing in dry 
conditions, prepared to 
play 15 man attractive 
rugby to entertain the 
sparse crowd on such a 
foul night. 

The Athletic pack had 
the upper hand 
particularly at set plays 
and scrummages where 
the front row of Matt 
Muir, Nathan Holman 
and Huw Morris gave 
their opponents a torrid 
time. 

The Athletic took the 
lead after five minutes, 
setting up a drive from a 
five metre lineout which 
saw hooker Nathan 
Holman cross in the 
corner. This was the only 
score of the first half. 

The Police had looked 
threatening with their 
lively backs but the 


weather had construed to 
frustrate them with a 
number of handling 
errors preventing 

promising moves 

coming to fruition. 

They were finally 
rewarded just after half 
time when, from a scrum 
close to the Athletic line, 
their centre broke 
through the Athletic 
defence to cross under 
the posts for a converted 
try. 

They held this 7-5 
lead until the last 10 
minutes. Athletic outside 
half Scott Jones, who 
had made a number of 
scintillating breaks, 
chipped through over the 
Police try line and man 
of the match scrum half 
Nick Jones dived on the 
ball to give the Athletic a 
10-7 lead. 

The result was still in 
doubt until two minutes 
from the end when lock 
Harry Griffiths ran in a 
fine try from 30 metres 
out and Scott Jones 
added the conversion for 
a hard earned 17-7 
Athletic win. 

Both sides should be 
congratulated on the 
standard of rugby served 
up in such adverse 
conditions. AB 


WEDNESDAY, 
November 5 saw the 
first round of the 
club pairs 

championship and 
the winners, bridge 
writer Julian 

Pottage and Welsh 
international Tony 
Ratcliff, put on an 
explosive 
performance to 
score over 74 per 
cent, a rare feat in 
bridge. 

Second placed Tony 
Disley and Roger Penton 
scored 57 per cent, with 
Christine and John 
Evans a close third on 55 
per cent. It will need an 
exceptional performance 
from the chasing pack to 
catch Julian and Tony in 
the second round in two 
weeks time. 

On Thursday, 

November 6, four tables 
contested the gentle 
afternoon duplicate 
session, the best 
improvers being Mike 
Williams, with an 
impressive 71 per cent, 
followed by Stuart 
Davies and Susan Hunt 
on 62 per cent. 

On Friday the club 
hosted a round of the 
Children in Need 
simultaneous pairs 
competition, which, 
together with the sale of 
president Bill Turner's 


prints of Ogmore Bay, 
raised £125 for the 
charity. The club will be 
running another heat 
next Wednesday. 

Winners on the night 
were Jenny Vaughan and 
Graham Jones on 67 per 
cent, followed by 
perennial bridesmaids 
Steve Burgoyne and Bill 
Turner on 64 per cent, 
with Tony Disley and 
Roger Penton on 63 per 
cent. 

Bridgend Bridge Club 
meets every Wednesday 
and Friday at 7pm in 
Nolton Church Hall in 
the middle of Bridgend 
for sessions of duplicate 
bridge. 

For less experienced 
players, there is a 
session of gentle 
duplicate bridge, which 
includes some tuition, 
also in Nolton Church 
Hall at 2pm on a 
Thursday afternoon. 

There is also a 
beginners' class, which 
started in September, 
and which runs in the 
mornings on a Thursday. 

Anybody interested in 
finding out more about 
playing at Bridgend 
Bridge Club, or in 
learning more about 
bridge can phone Steve 
Burgoyne on 01656 
661968, or John Evans 
on 01656 880372. 

SB 


Sports under-15s climb 
a Mountain to victory! 


LAST weekend, the 
Bridgend Sports under-15s 
faced the tough assignment 
of playing Mountain Ash 
away. 

Mountain Ash have always had 
a reputation for being a very 
physical and strong side so the 
Sports had to work hard to run out 
winners in what was a very tense 
and close match from start to 
finish. The Sports had a squad of 
19 for the fixture. 

The Sports started the game as 
the brighter of the two teams as 
they had lots of possession deep 
inside the Mountain Ash half. The 
Sports came close to scoring on 
several occasions and it was 
inevitable that the Sports would 
take the lead. 

The pivotal moment came 
when the Sports’ scrum half Will 


Prosser made a diligent dash to the 
line to then offload it to second 
row Matthew Biggs, who dived 
over the line to score his fifth try 
of the season. 

However, Mountain Ash 
reacted well and scored an 
equalising try thanks to their 
strong centre who forced himself 
through the Sports defence to 
score. Halftime came at an 
appropriate time for the Sports as 
they were able to regroup with 
scoreline five points apiece. 

The second half was an even 
affair where both teams had 
chances to win the game. The 
Sports were unable to create much 
momentum in this half due to the 
stop-start nature of the game. 

However, the Sports showed 
greater determination to win the 
game than their opponents and 
they were rewarded for their good 


work ethic by scoring a try which 
demonstrated good team work. 

Flanker Rhys Kelly made a 
scoring return to action in what 
was his first appearance of the 
season when he was driven over 
the line by the Sports to score a 
crucial try. 

The Sports defence was then 
put to the test as the hosts chased 
the game but the Sports withstood 
this pressure and closed out the 
game to run out as 10-5 winners. 

Overall, the Sports should be 
commended for getting back to 
winning ways against a defiant 
Mountain Ash side. 

It was clear to see that the 
Sports wanted the win more than 
their opponents and it was a good 
battle from start to finish - well 
done! TP 


r 


Under-9s hold offCaerleon 



BRIDGEND Sports 
under-9s welcomed 
Caerleon to 

Newbridge Fields 
for a Remembrance 
Day fixture. 

Both sets of young 
players observed a 
minute’s silence 

impeccably at 11am to 
honour those who had 
paid the ultimate 
sacrifice. 

With the game 
underway, both teams 
got off to a lively start, 
cancelling each other out 
by pressurising the team 
in possession into errors. 

Caerleon broke the 
deadlock with the first 
try. It did not take long 
before the blue and 
whites hit back through 
excellent support play 
and inter-passing; with 
Tyron Davies, 

Mackenzie Dent, Gian 
John and Galium Lewis 
all involved, the ball 
was worked back to 
Gian John, who showed 
his pace to race down 
the wing to level the 
scores. 

From the restart 
Sports secured turnover 
ball and ran at Caerleon 
with several players 
passing and supporting 
for the ball to be worked 
wide again. This time it 
was Jodi Keane who 
outsprinted the defence 
out wide to score. 

Caerleon hit back 
again with a try which 
was followed by a 
period of play where 
they managed to retain 
possession and switch 
play across the field with 
their right wing 
constantly in the thick of 


things. 

Sports changed a few 
players and Caerleon 
took advantage of the 
short disruption to take a 
3-2 lead. The lead did 
not last long as the 
Sports secured a scrum 
deep in the Caerleon 
half. 

From the scrum, 
lestyn John supplied ball 
to Joel Rogers who 
outsprinted the defence 
to score. Both sides 
exchanged a further try 
each, with the home 
supporters thrilled for 
Morgan Edwards who 
scored his first try for 
the club after he set off 
on a wide run. 

The first period ended 
all square at 4-4. For the 
Sports, lestyn John, 
Tyron Davies and Dewi 
Worrall were to the fore 
in defence. 

In the second period, 
the Sports outplayed the 
away team in attack and 
although the Sports 
players made a number 
of tackles through Alex 
Stimpson, Galium 
Lewis, lestyn John, Tom 
Chick and Tyron Davies, 
some loose tackling 
allowed Caerleon to 
remain in the game for a 
period. 

The home team 
persevered and their 
efforts paid off as they 
scored four unanswered 
tries, the first from 
Tyron Davies following 
a sustained attack with 
Galium Lewis, Alex 
Stimpson, Tom Chick, 
Dewi Worrall and Rhys 
Wilson all involved. 

Mackenzie Dent 
scored the second with a 
typical burst through the 


defence. The final two 
tries of the half were 
scored by Joel Rogers, 
who showed the defence 
a clean pair of heels on 
both occasions. These 
scores enabled the home 
team to take an 8-4 lead 
into the final session. 

The final period was 
a much closer affair, 
Caerleon took the lead 
after the Sports were 
penalised for a technical 
infringement. 

The home side hit 
back with good running 
and handling, they 
scored their first try as 
Rhys Wilson and Tyron 
Davies combined; Tyron 
Davies then sent the 
defence the wrong way 
with a switch of 


RECENT results at 
the club: 

Saturday, October 25: 
First - Hazel & Colin 
Heard; Second - Dil & 
Marian Evans. 

Monday, October 27: 
First - Trish Saunders & 
Marian Evans; Second - 
Emer Disley & Pat 
Haworth. 

Thursday, October 
30: First - Keith 
Davison & Rob 
Charlesworth; Second - 
Dil & Marian Evans. 

Saturday, November 
1: First - Mildred Trigg- 
Knight & Audrey 
Tinkler; Second - Peter 
& Sandie Jenkins. 

Monday, November 
3: First - Tony Haworth 
& Gary Williams; 


direction to score. 

Cian Jon was denied 
the next try after what 
looked like another try 
scoring run near the 
touchline. C aerleon 

restarted but were 
prevented from making 
any ground by Tom 
Chick, whose tackle 
drove them into touch. 

Mackenzie Dent 
claimed the final score 
of the game after a Ben 
King burst upfield; he 
fed Jodie Keane and 
Cian John, who were 
both held up short of the 
line, but the ball found 
its way back to 
Mackenzie Dent for him 
to race over the line. 


Second - John Cobby & 
Betty Longley. 

Thursday, November 
6: First - Peter & 

Sandie Jenkins; Second 
- Tony Haworth & 

Keith Davison. 

Today (November 13) 
the club will be holding 
its annual event in aid of 
Children In Need - all 
are welcome. 

The club meets three 
times a week - Saturday 
and Thursday at the 
Awel-y-Mor centre, and 
Monday at the 
Glamorgan Holiday 
Hotel 7pm - 10.15pm; 
visitors welcome at any 
time. 

To contact the club, 
call our secretary Trish 
on 01656 785794. 

TH 


SP 

Porthcawl 
bridge club 
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ONE VISION ME! 


83 


Call Paul Williams 

. 01446 439 3061; 01656 349 281 


www.onevi8ionltd.co.uk 


VALE DIGITAL 

DIGITAL AERIAL & SATELLITE SERVICES 


SPECIAL OFFER!!!! 

DIGITAL AERIAL COMPLETE 
INSTALLATION FROM £60 
EXTRA ROOMS £20 EACH 


TV WALL MOUNTING & TV SET UP & TUNE IN SERVICE 
ALL TYPES OF AERIAL & SATELLITES REPAIRED OR REPLACED 

Tel. TIM on 07974065096 / 01446 793189 ANYTIME 
COMPETITIVE PRICES - FREE ESTIMATES - OAP DISCOUNTS - 7 DAY SERVICE 
JKV COVERING ALL AREAS JS.4 



1st _ ^ 

'Aen 

Local Digital Aerial 
Specialist 

Digital Aerials Installed & Repaired. ' 

Set Up and Tune In Service. 

Problems with: 

• Missing Channels • Freezing • Breaking Up 

Call Adrian on 07999 33± 160 
or Barry 01446 743267 
www.lst-digital.co.uk 
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Using Perfect Rt Bthnis by Sniar 

When you buy blinds for your conservatory windows, 
get the top openers free* 

No drillirtg! No screwing! No mess! ChSd safe! 



Barry Bridgend 


01446 438103 


uriaget 

016S6 : 


.349473 


.V%inr ri'* ^ - .Tin r 

Mrwrwr.ta/orMuntliodM.co.ult kc 


AWNINGS ♦ CANQP7F5 ♦ SHUTTFJtS • AiOTORfSAffOW 


^BLUND SALE!^ 

STARLINE 

Awnings & Blinds 

Unit 3 & 4, Western Industrial Estate, Caerphilly GENUINE 
CF83 IBQ • www.starline-blinds.co.uk 15% OFF 


TEL (029) 2086 0631 


VfILE CARPETS 



\01449 43t 126 orOnia 413 4Sf I 


D.P, 

BuiLPim 

SERVICES 

• Kitchens • Bathrooms 

• Extensions • Plastering 

• Carpentry • Joinery 

• Roofing • Brickwork 

• Conservatories 

NO JOB 

TOO SMALL ^ 

Tel: 01446 711968 
07831 655429 


MASONWISE 

BUILDERS 

^ 01446 742928 

Established since 1979 

• Extensions 

• Disabled Grant Work 

• Roofing & Repairs 

• Conservatories 

• Patio & Drives 


BLINDS & 
CURTAINS 




BARRY & VALE RAMP & TIMBER TREATMENT 

SOLVING ALL YOUR DAMP PROBLEMS 

01446 420784 
y 07970 642537 

www.barryandvaledampproofing.co.uk 


MIKE ANDERSON 

(Builders extraordinaire) 


Experts in Listed Buildings 


• Renovations 
• Slate & Roof Tiling 
• Timber Framed Houses 

• Bam or Loft Conversions 

• Conservatories 

• UPVC Windows & Doors 

• Wetrooms and all invalidity 
Bathrooms & Showers 


© STANTTON 

CONSTRUCTION 

All building work covered 

• Roofing & Repairs 
• Rendering 
• Driveways 
• Guttering 
• Chimneys 
• Extensions 
• Disabled Bathrooms 
• UPVC Windows & Doors 
• Stairlifts 
• All Electric Work 
01446 489368 



' C(Mte4' to- 

lOO’s of Carpet & Vinyl samples 
Established since 1980 
Also Carpet, Upholstery Cleaning 

Tel: Paul Wright 
01446 751152 
07811 092477 

STEVE SEGUST 
FLOORING 

Carpet Fitting, Refitting 
& Repair Service Available 
~ Est 1987 ~ 

Choose from the comfort 
of your own home. 
Free quotations, fitting, 
underlay and gripper. 

All types of flooring 
available with a huge range 
of samples to choose from. 
Best prices around. 

Call any time... 

01656 768120 
or 07774 807111 


Plastering 
& Building 

Flat/Fibre Glass Roofs 
Damp Proofing 
Refurbishments 
Best Prices 
Free Estimates 
07920 195775 


i^C.R.JOSE ^ 

I CHIMNEY SWEEP ' 


HETAS REGISTERED 


WOOD & MULTIFUELED STOVES 
SERVICED, INSTALLED & REPAIRED 

Bird guards fitted, r. Established 

01446 792735 1965 - 


Menzies 
Carpentry Services 


KITCHENS, BEDROOMS 
& BATHROOMS 
SUPPLIED & EITTED 

All aspects of Carpentry 
work undertaken 


01446 760104 or 
07917 102766 - Mark 



HD Computer 
Solutions 


• Fast, reliable, on-site service 

• Friendly advice freely given 
’ No fix, no fee 

' Free callout 


01656 771870 / 07976 720368 I Tel 01446 333330 


AB COMPUTER 
SERVICES 

TUITION - BROADBAND 
WIRELESS NETWORKS 
REPAIRS & INSTALLATION 

For home or office 
Tel: 07811 422 946 

27 High St, Cowbridge 


* S ^ HETAS 

t 07890 8| 

HETAS 

57238 

Efficient, reliable, no mess. 
Insurance certificates issued. 

1 googleme@guildofniastersweeps | 


TheGM 01446774484 


S.C.O 

'Carpentry 

We will beat any 
‘like for like’ 
kitchen quote. 
Free Design Service 
• Doors 

• Laminate Floors 
All aspects of 
Carpentry Ui 

07737 291444 or 
01446 748164 


Professional 
Carpet Cleaners 

Best Prices, Fully Insured 

Call: 07779 086699 

valecarpetcleaning.co.uk 


PRC Plant Cleaning 

Industrial 
& Domestic Jet 
/Pressure Washing 
* Paths * Drives 
* Complete Houses 
* Lorries/All Vehicles 
(high reach |et washer) 

01443 266425 
07880 788064 


GUTTER CLEANING 
& FASCIA WASH 


01446 741460 
07830 480569 
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ISO Painter & Decorator I 

tl rtUKS .l Ai t iVJ .’/U'J 

INTERIOR AND EXTERIOR 

Calls 


Bryan Hicks 

Painting 
& Decorating 
Specialist 


Time served, qualified, 
professional, fast, clean 
worker, all insurance 
work undertaken 

www.nhdecorating.co.uk 

nhurley@googlemail.com 


T 01446 772702 
M 07505 979078 


Duhjx * 


JONES & 
JONES 

DECORATORS 

Interior - Exterior 
Est 30 Years 

01656 664337 
07974269384 


www.daisy 

decoratingand 

design.com 


^ female run 
business 
^ Interior painting 
& wall papering 
service 


107754 809090 


©SOlMS 






Over 30 Years Experience in all aspects of 
uPVC AND Aluminium WINDOW AND Door Repair 
D o you have any of the following problems,..? 


Misted-up Double Glazing • Broken Hinges 
Seized Patio Door Rollers • Faulty door Locks 
Seized Handles • Draughts • Leaks, etc 
If so phone for a free estimate and advice 


FREEPHONE COWBRIDGE 0800 169 5171 

We offer a competitive and friendly service to the Vale and surrounding area 

TRY US FOR NEW UPVC WINDOWS AND DOORS 
Sam - 8pm (7 days) 
www.windowtec.repair 


■vfittfoMf ne UK 

• Window and Door Repair • 


GARAGE DOOR 
SERVICES 

In the Vale serving the Vale 


All types of doors 
supplied, fitted & repaired 
Over 15 years experience. 
Same day repairs. 


07783 703366 
01446 743181 

www.gdsdoors.co.uk 



ELECTRICAL 

REPAIRS 


Washing Machines, 
Cookers, Fridge/Freezers, 
Tumble Dryers, Ovens, 
Hobs, Hoods. Built-in or 
Freestanding Appliances. 


APPLIANCE CENTRE 
01446 700206/730884 



UPVC Windows 

• Doors • Conservatories • 1 

Fascias • Soffits • 

Guttering • Vertical Sliders • 1 

, Composite Doors 

• Over 30 years experience J 




MggoLitmaw 

L—*• 







Specialist Installers of uPVC: 

Soffits, Fascias, Guttering, Downpipes & Cladding 

FREE No Obligation QUOTE 
01656 745447 / 07817 494814 


STEVE 

MOLONEY 

Double glazing repairs. 

Hinges, handles, 
misted up sealed units, 
complete repair 
service available. 
Established 1979. 

01656 783594 
or 

07877 558525 


The 

GEM 

01446 

774484 


A&C Electrical 
Solutions 

Domestic Appliance 
repairs. 

Appliances not removed. 
Appointment times given 
Over 30 years experience 

Covering Penarth 
to Porthcawl 
Card payments accepted. 

07732 264 803 24 Hr 




Cowbridge & Vale Electrical 

All electrical installation works carried out. 
Emergency call-out, re-wires, sockets, lights. Security. 

/ / ^ Z * * Inspection Council for 

ni /| / |^ / /1 bss B 


07885 347642 


■t 


Approved Contraitor 


Electrical 


All types of 
Electrical work 
undertaken. 
Testing, Inspection 
& Certification 

S 


07891 965150 
01446 700182 


Dave Ref fell 

Electrical 

Services 

W Domestic 
Installer 
L_J Scheme 
Approved contractor 

Free Quotations 

01446 751743 
07743 500149 

cl.reffell@hotmail.co. uk 


Arborwood Tree Care 

Tree Pruning • Crown Lifting • Tree Felling • Dangerous 
Tree Work • Pollarding • Deadwooding • Hedge Cutting 
Tree Dismantling • Root Pruning • Ground Clearance 
Call us for a friendly, free quote, fully insured 

Tel: 07910 417471 or 01446 792262 


Seasoned Hard Wood Logs For Sale 




GARDENING OF 

FER 

1st2hrs£15 

Lawns, Pruning, Weeding, 

Jet Washing, Landscape, Gutters 

Tel: 07866 544951 


©2® ©sffVtess 


Llewellyn Garden Services 


Mowing, Hedge Cutting, 
Fencing, Garden Clearance, 
Patio Washing 

Great House Farm 
Penllyn, Cowbridge 

Rob: 01446 775104 evenings 
Dave: 07890 712578 


■m 

mgs I 


NDP GARDEN 
and PROPERTY 
MAINTENANCE 

Grass Cutting, Weeding 
Shmbs & Hedges Trimmed, 
Tree Felling, 
Fencing, Turfing. 
Gutters & Fascias Cleaned 
Drives, Patios, Roofs, etc. 
Power Washed. 

• Free Estimates 

• Reliable Family Team 

01446 773935 
or 07773 992704 


O F0RDYS 
FIREWOOD 
& TREE SERVICES 

All aspects of 
Tree Surgery 
undertaken. 

LOGS FOR SALE 
07812 093 098 


35 years established company 

C.S.Boxall Ltd. 

INSTALLATION, SERVICE 
& BREAKDOWNS 

for all Gas, Oil, Solid Fuel, LPG 
Static Homes, Caravans, Etc 
Gas, Landlord Safety Checks 
plus Electrical Services 

by fully qualified indentured 
Service Engineers i 985 o 



J.N. and Son Gardening Services 


Decking • Hedge Cutting 
Fencing • Lawns Laid & Cut 
Tree Felling • Jet Washing 
Loose Decorative Gravel 

‘Logs for Sale’ 


01446 402765 or 0754011 7474 


www.ratedpeople.com/profile/Jn-and-son-gardening 


Gas 
Services 


Combination Boiier 
& LPG Specialist 


Competitive&Reliable 

01446 796263 
07814 394378 


LUMBERJACKS, 

TREE & GARDEN SERVICES 

CITY & GUILDS QUALIFIED 

ALL TREE WORK UNDERTAKEN 

Tree preservation orders checked for free 

I WE WILL BEAT ANY GENUINE QUOTE 1 

ALL GARDEN WORK UNDERTAKEN 

All jobs considered 



LOGS 
FOR SALE 

Free local delivery 


1 large bag £10 
5 large bags £40 


Free Estimate, Fully Insured, Sam to 8pm, 7 Days a Week 
01446 728197 or 07785 943145 



WE SELL 


BOTTLED 


D.A. Ross 

General building 
maintenance, plastering, 
carpentry, decorating 
& general DIY. 

No job too small. 

07832 208769 
01446 408600 


Free Local Delivery 
and Collection 



Him 


Washing Machines 
Eiectric Cookers, 
Tumbie Driers, etc 

Repaired in your 
own home 

0800 2984518 
Barry 744117 


Bridge Vale Tub Servkes 

Specialists III 

large/Dangerous Trees — “ 

HIGHLY QUALIFIED/INSURED - free quotes - 
COMMERCIAL or DOMESTIC Tel: 01446 713857 
SITE CLEARANCE or 07921 902729 


Need something fixed in the 
house or garden? 

Call the man who can! 

No job too small. Trustworthy 
handyman. CRB/DBS checked. 
Tel: 01446 792543/07903 755055 
& talk to Phil or email 
themanwhocan2014@outlook. com 


nouse or i 



cm rtf 


Twk 1448 TTftU 




s ^ 


All aspects of plastering, 
also building and 
maintenance work 
undertaken. 

Call now for free quote. 

Td. 07915 390029 


Cowbridge & Vale 

PLASTERERS 


All Interior and 
Exterior work 
Free Quotes 


Tel. 01446 774899 
0781 685 7935 


RGcLCI barry-today.co.uk 

cowbridge-today.co.uk 
llie WliM llantwit-major-today.co.uk 
nnlino porthcawl-today.co.uk 

Urillllb bridgend-today.co.uk 
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DC Plumbitiij 

• NO call out charge 

• Flexible hours 

• No job too small 

IT 

m OM4««t|f71 

vx. • orf» m mm 


M MARTYN 

PLUMBING SERVICES 
For all your 
plumbing 
needs. No job ^ 
too small _ 

01446 678671 
07526 125982 




All aspects 
of Plumbing 


NO JOB 
TOO SMALL 


Competitive & Reliable I 

01446 796263 
07814 394378 


JOHN 

SARTAIN 

Plumbing 
& Tiling 


01446 

794266 


J P EOVVA.RI>S 

RHJfViBIMG & 


Bathroom Suites • Combi Boilers 
Tiling • Servicing • Breakdowns 
Taps & Washers • Radiators no. 5 ^^ 


014M 790127 0771900SS20 





Domestic Gas Engineer-Energy Assessor! 


Heating & Plumbing Gas Safety Certificates 

Gas Appliance Servicing Servicing Contracts 
Boiler Breakdowns ® Energy Performance Certificates 
Installations Bathroom, Kitchen & Tiling 


Free no-obligation quotation - No call out fees 
07850 481431 or candgenergyltd@gmail.com 


gZm Plumbing & Heating 

U" II 01446 623 353 or 07815 097 994 24hrs 
I I F Combination Boiler Specialist 
I " Annual Boiler Service only £40 

For all your plumbing and heating requirements^j^^ 

All Work Guaranteed. Fully Insured. 

Fast, Friendly Service. 





U Direct 
I Collect 
Services 

Light removals 
- courier work 
Any Place - Any Time 
Prices start from £10 

07944 743932 


MAN WITH 
AVAN 

Low hourly rote, 
no job too small, 
fully insured. 

01656 861120 
07789 075104 


Nice Man, Cheap Van 

(Luton Van with Tail Lift) - Best Prices 



Tel: 01446 794866 or 07788 722703 

“BACK BY POPULAR DEMAND” 




Quality 
kiln ' 
dried and 
seasoned 
firesviMKl 



]W Bathrooms 


Plumbing •Tiling 
Plastering ‘Wet Rooms 
Free estimates 
No job too small 


01446 400225 
07866 470754 




V Driving School Ltd 

• 10 lessons from £165 
• Learn to Drive from 14 years old from £23 
sn • B + E Towing Tests 

^ 0800 0280 406 

www.catseyesdrivingschool.co.uk 




JiiiriarfSioveni^^ 

• Slating ‘Tiling • Lead Roofs 

• Lead Fabrications/Welding 

EsT. over 25 YEARS 

Tel. 01446 773945 
01446 781266 
Mobile 07986 964904 


01656 720551 
07973 488806 


Roofing _ 

specialists 

S. MIDDLETON & SON 

We cover all aspects of roofing 
including Firestone EPDM Flat Roofing 
Rubber Systems 

www.middletonroofing.co.uk 


Rtilidiitt. mid R .-fikK 


FREEPHONE 0800 002 9959 

Roofing and Home Improvement Specialists 
Roof Repairs & Replacement (including flat roofs) 

All other home improvement and building work carried out. 

www.hamptonshomeimprovements.com 


Tiling by Tanya 

^ All aspects of wall & floor tiling 
^ Ceramic, porcelain, natural stone 
^ Friendly, professional service 
^ No obligation free quotes 

07814 124 851 or 01446 736760 


Bonny Tiler 

WaU & Floor Tiling Specialist^ 
Full Bathroom and 
Wetroom installation 

Professional, Friendly & Reliable Service 

01446 796582 / 07854 168459 
www.bonnytiler.co .uk 






FIREWOOD 

& Kill I 

Call01*M6 771567 
tor bulk winter deals 



Ibpstak 



Re-upholstery 

All aspects of 
re-upholstety underaken. 
Call 

01656 724005 

(day) 

01656 720722 , 

(evenings) 


The 

OEM 

01446 

774484 

gemsales® 

tindlenews 

.co.uk 


ROOFTEC 

ROOFING SERVICE 

New slate/ tile/flat roofs. 
Also fibreglass flat roofs. 
All aspects of uPVC 
guttering, fascias, 
downpipes, etc. 
Chimney/ valley repairs. 
House maintainance 
work carried out. 

No job too small. 
Guaranteed competitive rates. 

Tel. (01656) 722593 
Mobile: 07969 248688. 

Free estimates 
24 hour emergency call out. 


SBS SALVAGE LTD 

Barry’s newest car 
dismantling facility 
registered with the 

' ^||||npP|U environment agency, DVLA 

» ~ & Vale of Glamorgan Council 

s_ J Free of Charge: 

Immediate payment of up to £10,000 • Light demolition 
MOT failures / Untaxed or scrapped vehicle. • Factory/Farm Clearances 
Best prices paid for copper / Lead, • All grades of metal taken 
Aluminium / Stainless steel, • Ferrous or non-ferrous 

Computer boards / Electric cable • Household appliances 

and catalytic converters • Car batteries 


CALL US TODAY www.sbssalvageltd.co.uk Monday to Sunday 
01446 421034 • 07772 054534 • 07410 549526 




ARDENT 

TELEPHONE 

WIRING 

Local Telephone and 
Broadband Engineer. 
Extensions and Faults. 
Internet 

connection issues. 

Tel 07787 380972 


aixlent.winng@ hotmail.co.uk 


BUTTONS 

Auto Salvage 

TOP PRICES paid on 
collection, for scrap, 
MOT failures, and tax 
expired vehicles. 
Also body shells and 
scrap metals collected. 
No wheels, no problem. 

02920 597887 
07971 648596 




mANTIC 

SBfSTIRAliE 


SELF STORAGE 
CONTAINERS 
SITED IN BARRY 

info@scnpropertiesltd.co.uk 


• Brand new 
watertight 

containers 

• Ideal for builders, 
plumbers, 
electricians, any 
trade or if you just 
need extra room 

• All covered by 
24hrCCTVin 


WANTED 

for cash in all areas 


Cars, Vans, Lorrys 
& Quads. In any 
condition running or 
not. With or without 
MOT, insurance loss 
or third party. 

£200-£3000 

Please ring anytime 
7 days 9am-10.30pm 




MATH 

TUTOR 


PGCE Teacher, 
Maths Bsc. CRB cert. 
References. 

GCSE, A levels & 
QTS Exams. II years 
tutoring experience. 

Please contact John: 

01446 773589 
07989 623054 

www.maths-tutor- 

cowbridge.co.uk 


Office: 01446 732222 
Mobile: 07816 205895 


01446 677648/07813134123 




2001 

Lexus IS200 

Silver, FSH, MOT, 

1 owner from new, 
excellent condition, 
low mileage. 

£2,225 ono 
01446 794056 


53 Plate 

VAUXHALL 

ASTRA 

32,700 miles, 

12 month MOT, 
excellent condition. 

£1,700 

01446 722058 


The OEM 

reaches 
42,000 homes. 
Give us a 
call to 

promote your 
business. 


01446 774484 


Dec 03 

Volvo V70 

Grey, black leather 
interior, 100k miles, 
new MOT, VGC. 

£2,500 

01446 774961 


barry-today.co.uk 
cowbridge-today.co.uk 
llantwit-major-today.co.i 
porthcawl-today.co. uk 
bridgend-today.co.uk 




FOUND 

LADIES’ 

WATCH 

In Farmers 
Arms car park, 
Aberthin. 

Please contact 
The GEM office on 
01446 774484 



HYSBYSIAD O WNEUD GORCHYMYN 
ER MWYN NEWID MAP DIFFINIOL 
ADRAN 53 DEDDF BYWYD GWYLLT A 
CHEFN GWLAD 1981 
CYNGOR BRO MORGANNWG 
Y DATGANIAD A’R MAP DIFFINIOL AR 
GYFER HEN SIR DDE MORGANNWG 
AR DDYDDIAD PERTHNASOL 14 MEDI 
1954. 

GORCHYMYN NEWID MAP DIFFINIOL 
CYNGOR BRO MORGANNWG 
2014 (Cyfeirif:DMO/53/416) 

O’i gadarnhau, bydd y gorchymyn uchod, a wnaed ar 
30 Medi 2014, yn newid y datganiad a’r map diffiniol ar 
gyfer yr ardal, drwy drefnu iddynt gynnwys y llwybr troed 


VALEof GLAMORGAN 


NOTICE OF MAKING 

DEFINITIVE MAP MODIFICATION ORDER 

_ SECTION 53 OF THE WILDLIFE AND 

BRO MORGANNWG COUNTRYSIDE ACT 1981 

THE VALE OF GLAMORGAN COUNCIL 
THE DEFINITIVE MAP AND STATEMENT 
FOR THE FORMER COUNTY OF SOUTH 
GLAMORGAN RELEVANT DATE 14th 
SEPTEMBER 1954. 

THE VALE OF GLAMORGAN COUNCIL 
DEFINITIVE MAP 

MODIFICATION ORDER 2014 (No.DMO/53/416) 

The above order made on 30th September 2014, if 


confirmed as made, will modify the definitive map and 
statement for the area by adding to them the footpath 


sy’n arwain o Lwybr Troed Cyhoeddus 72e, y tu cefn i 39 from Public Footpath 72e at the rear of 39 Porth-y- 


Porth-y-Castell yn Y Barri, i Romilly Park Road. 

Cewch weld copiau o’r gorchymyn a map y gorchymyn 
yn rhad ac am ddim yn ystod yr wythnos yn y cyfeiriad 
isod, rhwng 9:00am a 4:00pm. Bydd copiau o’r map a’r 
Gorchymyn ar werth yn y fan honno am £4.50 yr un. 
Cewch wneud sylwadau ar y Gorchymyn neu’i 
wrthwynebu drwy anfon Ilythyr at Gyfarwyddwr 
Gwasanaethau Datblygu Cyngor Bro Morgannwg, 
Swyddfa’r Dociau, Heel yr Isffordd, Y Barri, CF63 4RT 
erbyn 29 Rhagfyr 2014, a dylech nodi eich rhesymau 
dros ymateb. 

Os na ddaw sylwadau neu wrthwynebiadau i law ynghylch 
y gorchymyn, neu unrhyw ran ohono, neu os caiff y rhai a 
dderbyniwyd eisoes eu tynnu’n 61, bydd bawl i Gyngor Bro 
Morgannwg gadarnhau’r gorchymyn, ac ni fydd yn rhaid 
ei anfon at Weinidogion Cymru. Os caiff y Gorchymyn ei 
anfon at Weinidogion Cymru, bydd unrhyw sylwadau neu 


Castell, Barry to Romilly Park Road. 

A copy of the order and the order map may be seen 
free of charge at the address below between 9:00am 
and 4:00pm on weekdays. Copies of the order and 
map may be bought there at a price of £4.50. 

Any representation or objection relating to the order 
must be sent in writing to the Director of Development 
Services, Vale of Glamorgan Council, Docks Office, 
Subway Road, Barry, CF63 4RT not later than 29th 
December 2014 and applicants are requested to state 
the grounds on which it is made. 

If no representations or objections are duly made to 
the order, or to any part of it, or if any so made are 
withdrawn, the Vale of Glamorgan Council, instead of 
submitting the order to the Welsh Ministers, may itself 
confirm the order. If the order is submitted to the Welsh 
Ministers, any representations or objections, which 


wrthwynebiadau a dderbyniwyd o fewn yr amser penodedig have been duly made and not withdrawn, will be sent 


nas tynnwyd yn 61, yn cael eu hanfon ar yr un pryd. 

Dyddiedig 13 Tachwedd 2014 


with the order. 

Dated 13th November 2014 
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SsHflty KlaiBasa 


HANKS 

Derick 

Suddenly on November 7, at home, Derick, 
formerly of Ty Canol Farm, Llantrithyd; 
beloved husband of the late Anne, dearly 
loved father of Mary, John and William, dear 
father-in-law of Lindsay, Jane and Sally, 
much loved by all his grandchildren and great¬ 
grandchildren. 

Resting at the Private Funeral Home of W James & 
Sons, Fonmon. Funeral Thursday, November 20, 
service 1.30pm at Llantrithyd Church followed by 
service and cremation at Coychurch Crematorium, 
Bridgend at 2.45pm. Family flowers only may be 
sent to the Funeral Home, donations in lieu, if desired, 
to Air Ambulance Wales c/o J James, 11 Fonmon 
Road, Rhoose, Vale of Glamorgan CF62 3DZ. 


DISTRIBUTORS 

Deya requires Temporary Distributors 
to deliver the new Yellow Pages in the 
local area. A car is required. 

For more information and to apply online, 
please goto: 

www.deya.co.uk/jobs 

Alternatively call us (24 hours) on: 

0118 989 9909 / 0800 298 7101 


_ 


Vale 

Funeral 

Service 

Serving Barry and surrounding areas 


• A professional and 
personal service 

• Service Chapel with seating | 
for up to 400 people 

• Serving all faiths 
and cultures 

Lyndsay & Nicola Ellis 

181 Court Road, Barry CF63 lEX. 
Telephone: 01446 407962 


www.valefuneralservice.co.iik 


W A Brown \Son 







m 


C/hrk .^dependent 


^ [cner 
. Aincral ('Arcclon 

ROBERT JOHNSON Cert FP 

• 24hr immediate attention 

• Private chapel of rest - yovir loved 
one remains at our Barry premises 

• Male and female staff 

• Mercedes Cortege vehicles | 

• Eco Funerals 

• Funeral Plans 

• Horsedrawn Hearses 

Call us on 01446 421212 

www.parkfunerals.co.iik 

^ TTynewydd Rd, Barry, CF62 8HB 



EVANS 

Paul John 

On Novemher 6, at his home in St Athan, Paul, 
beloved husband of Barbara, dearly loved father 
of Michael, Leigh and Christopher, loving son of 
John and Verna Evans of Rhoose, dear brother of 
Debra and Chris, brother-in-law of Tony and Sian. 
Resting at the Private Funeral Home of W James & 
Sons, Fonmon. Funeral, Monday November 17, 
service and cremation 12 noon at Cardiff & 
Glamorgan Crematorium, Barry. No flowers by 
request, donations in lieu, if desired, to Marie Curie 
Cancer Care c/o Mrs C James, 11 Fonmon Road, 
Rhoose, Vale of Glamorgan CF62 3DZ. 




RICHARDS 

Martin 


Mavis, Michelle and family would like to 
thank everyone who attended Martin’s 
funeral and also “his girls” especially 
Suzanne and Sian, for their kindness shown 
towards him at the end. Also thanks to 
District Nurses and Doctors of Eryl Surgery. 

Thank you all very much. 


WAY 

Vickey (nee Cunningham) 

Sadly on November 1 at Llandough Hospital, 
Vera Victoria Ann (Vickey), aged 69 years, 
passed away after battling with a debilitating 
illness for several years. 

Dearly loved sister of Angela, Jonathan, Kim, 
Mandy and the late Tony and David; daughter of 
Mary Elizabeth Collins, originally of Tirphil, New 
Tredegar. Vickey will be sadly missed by all her 
nephews, nieces, family and friends. 

Resting at A G Adams & Son funeral home, 
Gladstone Road, Barry, where flowers may be sent 
until the funeral service, on Friday November 21, in 
the chapel at 12.45pm. Afterwards interment at 
Cardiff & Vale Natural Burial Meadow, top of 
The Tumble, Culverhouse Cross, Cardiff at 2pm. 


CONNOR ' 
BEATTIE V 

•N Happy 18th ^ 

Birthday ' • 



Happy 50th Birthday 

for Novemher 16th 

Eryl 

Jones 

(JTiomas) 

‘New Zealand’ 

Love, Mam a 
& families 

XXX 



PETTY OFFICER 
COPELAND RN 

Stuart 

Happy Birthday 

for November 16th 

Love Nan, Mike, 
Paige, Stephanie, 
Martin & Leanne XXX 


1 


IN LOVING 
MEMORY OF 

Marion 
Thomas 
and Edward 
Mallett 

“Always in our 
hearts, forever 
remembered.” 

Pat, Caroline 
&Su. 



ANDREW WILLIAMS 

HOUSE 

CLEARANCES 

FULL/PART 

Over 20 years 
experience. 
Sympathetic handling 
of deceased estates, 
used by estate agents 
and solicitors. 

01446 409266 
07885251742 



Cat & Dog Food 

Royal Canin; 

1x4kg Medium Dog £14 
3x2kg Small Dog £20 
9x400kg Fussy Cat £14 
9x400kg Fit Cat £14 
Purina: 4x2kg Beta 
Retriever Dog £15. 

07526 166035 

or busylizzy24@ 
gmail.com 
Collect from Barry 

Samsung LCD TV 27” 

Two years old, with 3 
year guarantee 
remaining £65 
Also TV wall mount 
bracket for TV 23”-37” 
still in box never used 
£15 

01446 794510 ,, 


P.A. System consists of 
one carlsbro amp with 
behirnger effects box 
attached. Two 
salamander speakers 
plus two microphones. 
All cables included 

£95.00 

01446 406182 


For Sale 
American Style 
Pea Coat XXL 
Brand New 

£95.00 
01446 406182 


A pair of wrought iron 
1930s Garden Gates & 
Bitumen Gas Boiler & 
Accessories. Also other 
household furniture 
items including carpets. 
Please call for details 
on 07799 692181 
or 01446 710637 


Brown Leather 
3 Piece Suite. 
Totally unused, 
still packaged. 
Cost £1,200 
Sell for £420 
can deliver 
07880 982508 ,, 


THE VALE OF GLAMORGAN COUNCIL 


Planning (Listed Buiidings and 
Conservation Areas) Act, 1990 
Town and Country Pianning 
(Development Management Procedure) 
(Wales) Order 2012 


Development that may affect a Conservation Area/ 

Datblygu a allal effelthio ar Ardal Gadwraeth 


Application No:/ 

Rhif y cais: 
Proposah/Cynnig: 
Location:/Lleoliad: 
Conservation Area:/ 
Ardal Gadwraeth 


2014/01172/FUL 

Change of use from UR Church to dwelling house 
Ebenezer, Coihugh Street, Llantwit Major 

Llantwit Major 


Application No:/ 

Rhif y cais: 
Proposah/Cynnig: 

Location:/Lleoliad: 
Conservation Area:/ 
Ardal Gadwraeth 


2014/01191/FUL 

Retention of change of use of existing outbuilding to 
an independent dwelling 
10, Beach Road, Penarth 

Penarth 


Application No:/ 

Rhif y cais: 

Proposah/Cynnig: 

Location:/Lleoliad: 

Conservation Area:/ 
Ardal Gadwraeth 


2014/01244/FUL 
New Dwelling 

Land adjacent to Plymouth House, West Street, 
Llantwit Major 

Llantwit Major 


Listed Building Consent/ 
Canlatad Adellad Rhestredlq 


Application No:/ 
Rhif y cais: 
Proposah/Cynnig: 


Location:/Lleoliad: 
Listed Building:/ 
Adeilad Rhestredig 

Application No:/ 
Rhif y cais: 
Proposah/Cynnig: 

Location:/Lleoliad: 
Listed Building:/ 
Adeilad Rhestredig 

Application No:/ 
Rhif y cais: 
Proposah/Cynnig: 

Location:/Lleoliad: 

Listed Building:/ 
Adeilad Rhestredig 

Application No:/ 
Rhif y cais: 
Proposah/Cynnig: 


Location:/Lleoliad: 
Listed Building:/ 
Adeilad Rhestredig 


2014/01147/LBC 

The rear annexe is to be converted into an apartment 
to accommodate the Hotel Manager. An additional 
floor will be inserted into the annexe building, accom¬ 
modating sleeping area upstairs, with living, kitchen 
and dining spaces below. There will be no change to 
the main hotel building. 

Glendale Hotel, 10, Plymouth Road, Penarth 

Grade II 


2014/01154/LBC 

2 No. new roller shutters to be installed within the 
branch to create an internal out of hours ATM lobby 
Lloyds TSB Bank, 1, Windsor Road, Penarth 

Grade II 


2014/01187/LBC 

The addition of a new French window door set in unit 
4B of the Church to create a new opening 
Porthkerry Road Methodist Church, Porthkerry Road, 
Barry 

Grade II 


2014/01272/LBC 

1. To remove the apex only of the vestibule roof to 
allow the proposed flat green roof to be extended 
over the vestibule to avoid large bulkheads and inter¬ 
nal gutters and to meet the existing Castle walls; 2. 
To extend the proposed corridor over the existing 
porch as the existing roof of the porch is not water¬ 
proof 

Hensol Castle, Hensol Castle Park, Hensol 
Grade I 


Affecting setting of a Listed Building/ 

Cais (au) sy’n effeithio ar leoliad Adeilad Rhestredig 


Application No:/ 
Rhif y cais: 
Proposah/Cynnig: 
Location:/Lleoliad: 

Listed Building:/ 
Adeilad Rhestredig 


2014/01244/FUL 
New Dwelling 

Land adjacent to Plymouth House, West Street, 
Llantwit Major 

Affecting Plymouth House, Grade II 


Details may be inspected for 21 days at the address given below, 

or via http://vogonline.planning-register.co.uk/ 


Gall manylion eu harchwilio am 21 diwrnod yn y cyfeiriad a roddir 
isod, neu drwy http://vogonline.planning-register.co.uk/ 

Dated / Dyddiedig: 13th November, 2014 


M. Goldsworthy 

Operational Manager Development & Building Control, 
Vale of Glamorgan Council, Dock Office, Barry. CF63 4RT 


Slimline 

Stairlift 

Fitted guaranteed 
by local engineer 

£750 

01446 711739 


Wanted 
Banjo/ 
Ukulele or 
Guitar 

Please contact 

01446 700558 


Pure Wool 
Cream Rug 
56”x80”VGC£60 
Ladies Armchair 
with Loose 
Washable Cover 
£65 

07710 476108 ,, 
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VEHICLE TESTING 
STATION 


LLANDOW 

MOT 

CENTRE LTD 




VEHICLE TESTING 
STATION 



& Free Re-Test 

“ WHY PAY MORE, 
WHEN YOU CAN PAY LESS? 

ALL ASPECTS OF VEHICLE REPAIR AND 
MAINTENANCE COVERED INCLUDING HGVS 



ENGINE MANAGEMENT 
DIAGNOSTICS 

FLEET BUSINESS 
ACCOUNTS AVAILABLE 


OPEN SAM- 5PM MON-SAT 01446 771828 
UNIT 8A VALE BUSINESS PARK 

From the entrance to the estate, take your third right then first left and we are straight ahead. 
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Sully Sports some new kit! 



SULLY Sports youth football 
team are pictured above sporting 
their new kit which was 
generously donated by two local 
businessmen, Tim White and 
Myles Case. 

The newly-formed side, who play their 
football in the South Wales youth 


football league, have started the season 
by winning all seven league games in the 
South Division, playing some attractive 
football. 

The side is managed by Dave Knight 
and Rob Jones and all players involved 
are in their first year of youth football, so 
the winning start to the season has come 
as a shock to both players and 


management. 

Tim White, the director of Uplands 
Car Radios, and Myles Case of New 
Street Motors both wanted to put 
something back into grassroots football, 
and were only to happy to purchase the 
new football kit on behalf of the team. 

The club would like to thank both 
businesses for their generosity. RJ 


AmmoKnights are on fire! 


THE Llantwit 
Major 
AmmoKnights 
embarked on a 
Sunday afternoon 
trip to the Aber 
Valley where they 
were hosted by 
Senghenydd Saints. 

Yet again physically 
outsized the diminutive 
AmmoKnights had to use 
all their guile and 
courage to overcome 
their hosts in a titanic 
battle for rugby 
supremacy. 

The first 20 minutes 
saw both teams fighting 
for territorial advantage 
with the scoreboard 
untroubled thanks mainly 
to some heroic last ditch 
tackling from Joel Carbis 
and Leighton Pawsey. 

With both sets of fans 
growing anxious a swift 
break out of the 
AmmoKnights half by 
fly half Ben Reilly turned 
the defence and quick 
ball released the rapid 
backline, who found the 
tiniest of gaps out wide 
to release wing Zak 
Williams to score the 
first of his three tries. 

The familiar sight of 
an Ethan White 
conversion followed and 
the guests were 7-0 to the 
good. Senghenydd raised 
the tempo and as they 
pushed hard to break the 
Llantwit defence the ball 
spilled to speedster 
Williams, who scooped 
up the loose ball in his 
own 22 and outpaced the 
covering defence to score 
under the posts. 

Ethan White’s 

conversion was the last 
score of a half that had 
produced few clear 
opportunities. 

The second half saw 
the hosts tuck the ball up 
the proverbial jumper 
and play a closer, 
forwards-orientated 
game. It wasn’t long 
before the constant 
pressure told and 
Senghenydd crossed the 
line for their first score. 

That score filled the 
home team with gusto 
and they proceeded to 


dominate possession and 
score two further tries 
through sheer brawn and 
determination that left 
the AmmoKnight fans 
wondering if the physical 
battle had taken its toll on 
the travelling players. 

With the Saints now 
21-14 ahead the 
AmmoKnights finally 
managed to keep the ball 
for several phases and 
were awarded a penalty 
in the opposition 22. 

Captain Dan Leyshon 
made the brave call to 
kick the points with 
White, duly obliging to 
take the score to 17-21. 

Erom a midfield scrum 
Ollie Wong picked up 
from the base and ate up 
the space in front of him 
before releasing Ethan 
White who darted up the 
touchline dazzling three 
defenders to score under 
the posts. Converting his 
own try, the away fans 
thought it was game over 
as the clock nudged the 
25 minute mark. 

At 24-21 the 
AmmoKnights showed 
no sign of shutting up 
shop and saved their best 
try for last. A swift break 
on the right hand side 
saw Morgan Greenaway 
release Leighton Pawsey, 
who was dragged down 
yards from the line. 

Pawsey popped the 
ball to the supporting 
Zak Williams who scored 
his hat-trick try and 
extend the lead to 29-21. 

The home referee then 
played an additional 10 
minutes until the game 
finally ended when 
Senghenydd scored their 
fourth try to take the 
score to 29-28. 

As the final whistle 
sounded both sets of fans 
and coaches applauded 
the vigour and effort 
displayed by all the 
players. An outstanding 
effort by the 
AmmoKnights, who 
once again showed that 
size doesn’t matter. 

A week off rugby for 
the team this week as 
charity fundraising takes 
centre stage, before the 
AmmoKnights welcome 
local rivals Barry to the 


Recreation Ground on 
November 23. 

The team have set 
themselves a huge 
target of trying to raise 
£10,000 with 80 per 
cent of funds raised 
being donated to 
Bobath Wales and 20 
per cent helping fund 
their Holland tour. 

However, if the boys 
surpass their target then 
100 per cent of all funds 
raised in excess of 
£10,000 will go to 
Bobath Wales. The 
players decided to do this 
in order to raise money 
for children that may 
never get the opportunity 
to take part in such tours 
themselves, and help 
show that there is more to 
rugby than just their 
Sunday morning 

endeavours. 

The team are 
challenging themselves 


by taking part in three 
endurance events over 
the coming months, the 
first of these being the 
Revolution Runs ‘Bum’ 
Event on Sunday, 
November 16 in 
Cowbridge. This event is 
a 7km outdoor obstacle 
course and all the players 
will be tested both 
physically and mentally 
as they look to complete 
the course as a team. 

The AmmoKnights 
will follow this with a 
further two events 
consisting of a gruelling 
384 mile cycle and finish 
with a 22 mile rowing 
event. The combined 
distance that the 20 
players will accumulate 
is 493 miles! 

That distance is 
equivalent to that which 
separates their home 
rugby club in Llantwit 
Major from their tour 


destination in Wassenaar, 
Holland. 

The players have been 
busy producing a 
fundraising video to 
promote their efforts and 
if you feel you can help 
their cause then please 
take the time to watch 
their video and sponsor 
our young men raising 
money for their tour but, 
more importantly, 
Bobath Wales. 

Even a contribution of 
£1 can help these boys 
get closer to their 
£10,000 target. You can 
sponsor them by visiting 
their just giving page: 
http ://www.virginmoneyg 
iving .com/team/AmmoKn 
ights 

MR 


THE COWBRIDGE 
COMPREHENSIVE 
SPORTS REPORT 


OUR year 8 hockey 
team played against 
Howells on 

Thursday 
November 6 on a 
cold and wet 
evening at 

Leek with. 

Howells were the 
stronger team with 
excellent stick skills and 
scored their first goal 
early on. We defended 
really well with Alice 
Voisey-Smith, Sarah 
Wynne and Poppy 
Jenkins showing very 
good tackles and clearing 
shots up to our midfield. 

Beth Edwards (player 
of the match) worked 
hard in midfield 
distributing up to our 
forwards. Eve Mordecai 
showed very good stick 
work playing on the left 
attack. Although we had 
a few shots at goal we 
were unable to score. 
The final score saw 
Howells win 3-0. 

Player of the match: 
Beth Edwards. 

NETBALL 
Year 7 girls are showing 
great commitment to 
netball this year, 
resulting in Cowbridge 
having three teams to 
compete against 

S t a n w e 1 1 
Comprehensive; Year 7 

A, B and C teams 
playing on October 23. 

The A team were up 
first and played very 
well. The two teams were 
very evenly matched 
with both teams 
defending and attacking 
well. 

The first half finished 
and Cowbridge were in 
front by just one point. 
The second half was just 
as close but Stanwell 
took the lead, finishing 
the game 10-8. 

A team players: Alexa 

B, Alice R, Elbe W, 
Amelie C, Emma J, Tiliy 
G, Lowenna R, Seren R. 

Cowbridge B and C 


team played two quarters 
each in the second game. 

Similar to the A’s 
game both Cowbridge 
and Stanwell were 
evenly matched. 

Cowbridge defended 
well, however Stan well’s 
goal shooter was very 
strong and took every 
change she had. 

The C team played the 
last two quarters and 
played to the same 
standard. The final score 
6-3 to Stanwell. 

B team players: Mia 
W, Catrin R, Hannah D, 
Izobel A, Josie D, Livvy 
C, Lily G. 

C team players: Emily 
H, Jess B, Hana M, Mali 

C. 

FOOTBALL 
Cowbridge travelled to 
Barry for this first 
round Seagar Shield tie 
against St Richard 
Gwyn with just the bare 
11 players. 

Coach Mr. Lewis 
impressed upon the boys 
the need for discipline 
and organisation. With 
no substitutes available 
and it also being a warm 
and muggy afternoon it 
was essential Cowbridge 
played with both 
determination and 
intelligence. 

The home side started 
brightly and fired off two 
early shots, testing 
keeper Ellis C-L; the shot 
stopper showed his skill 
and Cowbridge grew in 
confidence and began to 
attack down both flanks. 

Lathan Garrett, 
stepping up from year 9, 
Liam Murphy and Rhys 
Bradshaw all made 
dangerous incursions in 
to the opposition box. 
leuan Llewellyn was also 
now covering every 
blade of grass and 
proving something of an 
aerial nuisance. 

Laurence Bowman 
and Shaun Carpenter 
were starting to impose 
themselves physically on 


the game and Cowbridge 
looked odds on to score 
first. 

Unfortunately a 
defensive mishap as a 
result of a long St. 
Richard Gwyn through 
ball bypassed the back 
four and although keeper 
Ellis made a valiant 
attempt at a six yard 
block, the striker rounded 
him and finished from a 
sharp angle. 

Undeterred, 
Cowbridge fought back 
and after a series of 
corners, Lathan Garrett 
finished to make the 
score 1-1. 

Buoyed by their 
positive response 

Cowbridge pushed on 
and pinched a second 
through Rhys Bradshaw. 
The halftime score was 
2-1 to Cowbridge. 

Into the second half 
and the back four of Dan 
Williams, Peter Teague, 
Jack Richards and Ollie 
T-W really proved their 
worth, digging in with a 
number of last ditch 
tackles as St. Richard 
Gwyn pressed for the 
leveller. 

With the midfield 
providing excellent 
defensive assistance 
Cowbridge were proving 
stubborn at the back and 
keen to protect their one 
goal advantage. 

Relieving the pressure 
Liam Murphy and Rhys 
Bradshaw carved out a 
number of further 
opportunities but still the 
score remained 2-1. 

The final few minutes 
saw St. Richard Gwyn go 
down to 10 men, with a 
straight red for a blatant 
pull on a jersey and some 
full-blooded challenges! 

Cowbridge stood firm 
and finished the stronger 
of the two sides. The 
boys displayed 

commendable team spirit 
and fitness and 
thoroughly deserved 
their victory. 


FINANCE CAN BE ARRANGED TO 
MEt r YOUR BUSINESS REQUIREMENTS 
A/SO NEWPORT • CARO/FF - SWANSEA 




2014 PEUGEOT Boxer 
HDi L4H2 Professional 




CIC ER>usr 
Whitik* Rod<J 
Lcck^rth Ind Est. 
CARD EE 
CPU BAT 


2014ISUZU D-MAX 
Utah Vision Auto 


2014 PEUGEOT Boxer 
HDi L3H2 Professional 



2014ISUZU D-MAX 
Yukon Twin Turbo 


2014 FIAT Doblo 
1.3 Multijet 90hp Tecno 


2013 CITROEN Berlingo 
1.6 HDi 
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LLANTWIT MAJOR RFC FACE OFF 
AGAINST GLAMORGAN COUNTY 



The captains of Llantwit Major RFC and 
Glamorgan County RFC pay tribute. 


On Remembrance Sunday, Llantwit 
Major RFC were lucky enough to host a 
select side from Glamorgan County RFC. 

It is prestigious to have such a fixture and it was 
an apt way to further commemorate the club’s 
125th year. 

Before the game started the squads lined up on 
the 22 yard line while both captains laid a wreath 
beneath the posts to commemorate those service 
personnel who had given their lives in conflict. 

With a poignant rendition of the Last Post and a 
minute’s silence, all who were there had their own 
time to reflect on the sacrifices made over the 
years. 

Once the game started, you could have been 
forgiven for thinking that this may have been a 
league encounter, as both sides went at it hammer 
and tongs from the outset. 

Given the inclement weather that had been 
around in the run up to the game it was not going 
to be a dampener on this game as both sides 
endeavoured to play in the Barbarian-style; in fact 
Glamorgan County not once kicked to touch when 
they had a penalty and ran absolutely everything. 
The day of running rugby was ably assisted by 
referee Colin Kirkhouse who let the game flow. 

With the crowd feeling the hits it was Llantwit 
who struck first. Following some great work and 
handling skills they found themselves down in the 
County’s half and through some hard work crossed 
the line with Jamie Lewis diving over for the try 
that was converted by Ryan Evans. 

It didn’t take long for the visitors to hit back and 
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with some dancing feet fly half Smithson crossed 
for a try that was converted by Gareth Powell. 

The game continued at pace with breaks being 
made all over the field and some great interpassing 
keeping the crowd entertained. Jamie Lewis 
claimed Llantwit’s second try with a drive over the 
line from close range which again was converted 
by Ryan Evans. 

Glamorgan County then scored another three 
tries, the first by lock Stephen Bevan who after 
good ground work found himself in acres of space 
to saunter over the line in the corner. The try went 
unconverted. 

Then, with Llantwit deep in the County’s half, 
they lost the ball and it went through a number of 
hands before finding former Llantwit player Josh 
Austin who raced clear from around the 50 metre 
mark to score against his old club; again this try 
was unconverted. 

It wasn’t long before Josh Austin claimed his 
second try which was converted to make the score 
at halftime Llantwit Major 14 Glamorgan County 
24. 

To give all squad members a game on this 
special day the coaching staff of Llantwit Major 
made wholesale changes at halftime and the pace 
didn’t let up. 


The Seaview 
lads are 
keeping busy 


THE Bert Peterson 
Memorial Trophy 
was fished for on 
Sunday, October 26 
and a good turnout 
saw some excellent 
fish being landed 
including an 
impressive Blonde 
Ray for Paul Crook 
of 171b, an 
excellent fish from 
the shore. 

It was good to see so 
many members make 
the effort and we hope 
to see more old faces 
again in the coming 
weeks, especially with 
the Wyndham Page and 
Eddie Erost trophies up 
for grabs. 

Eor details of these 
and other forthcoming 
competitions see the 
Seaview lads website. 

Paul also did well in 
the recent Seamaster 
event with a 10th place 
finish against some 
fierce competition, 
showing that he not only 
talks a good match but 
delivers! 

In the same match we 
had another two anglers, 
Aida Harris and Roy 
Harding, in the top 20, 
demonstrating the 
quality of anglers in the 
club while our chair and 
president demonstrated 
their lack of spacial 
awareness by attending 
the weigh-in at the 
wrong bar! 

The fishing has 
continued in a positive 
vein with some 
impressive weights 
being recorded. 

On boat and shore 


there have been some 
excellent blonde rays 
landed including some 
pushing toward the high 
teens. 

In addition to big ray 
and eels being landed 
the ubiquitous cod have 
started to show with 
ICA landing an 
impressive 81b 13oz 
specimen and more 
showing up along the 
shoreline. 

The boat fishing has 
been excellent with 
Crossbow the skipper 
finding plenty of fish on 
the Benjoma 2. 

On October 18, 
anglers landed over 
3001b of fish including 
13 blondes to 191b and a 
stunning cod of 161b 
4oz for Dan Roderick, 
while his father took the 
honours with over 731b 
of fish. ICA landed over 
601b for an impressive 
second place, showing 
his versatility as an 
angler. 

We await reports from 
the annual trip to the 
Canaries with baited 
breath, and rumour has 
it that some anglers 
have actually packed 
their rods this year! 

RESULTS 

Bert Peterson 
Trophy: 1st P Crook 
18lb 14oz; 2nd R 
Tougher 18lb; 3rd I 
Ladner 11 lb 13oz; 4th 
C Mckinery lOlb. 

November 2:1st P 
Seaton 11 lb 15oz; 2nd 
A Harris 11 lb 7oz; 3rd S 
Doble 9lb 8oz; 4th R 
Whitcombe 6lb 4oz; 5th 
D Whitcombe 2lb 2oz; 
6th R Green lib 6oz. 

JC 


The Glamorgan County team also made the 
changes and this saw their pack take ascendancy 
with a much bigger front row that Llantwit found 
difficult to handle, and on several occasions, no 
matter what they did, they had no answer and lost 
the ball. 

This allowed Glamorgan County time and space 
to move the ball at will and if it wasn’t for stout 
tackling and defence from Llantwit Major they 
would have leaked far more tries. 

Paul Smithson, the replacement outside half, 
was next on the scoresheet with a try that he 
converted himself. There was some respite for 
Llantwit when live wire winger Rhys Balmont 
found his space and his gas for a try that was 
converted, this time by Chris Eowler. 

Luke Laws was next on the scoresheet with a try 
that was converted by Jamie Moore. With the 
decision made on the field to go for passive scrums 
due to the dominance of the visiting pack, Llantwit 
were able to have a platform from which to work 
although it was too late to make a real difference. 

It was Owen Richards who claimed the visiting 
side’s last try, converted by Jamie Moore. Try as 
they might Llantwit could not break the 
stranglehold defence and claim any more points 
and with no injury time to play the referee brought 
an end to what was an extremely entertaining game 
that must have been good for the neutral to watch. 

With a month’s enforced break from rugby it 
was good to get the blood pumping and air through 
the lungs of the players. 

Eollowing the game each player who took the 
field was presented with a polo shirt to 
commemorate the game that was generously 
sponsored by Blockley’s Barbers of Llantwit 
Major. 

The next game for Llantwit Major will now be 
on Saturday, December 6, when Old Illtydians will 
be the visitors. You can keep up with all events at 
the club on their website or Facebook page; the 
first event will be a Christmas party for children 
under 7 years old on Sunday, December 7. 

NE 


The Barry darts 
league round-up 


THIS week’s 
fixtures saw the 
two remaining 
undefeated teams 
in the league keep 
their unbeaten 
records. 

The Dockers had an 
impressive 13-8 home 
victory against top of 
the league the Billy 
Ghosts. 

The BEC Allsorts 
faced an away trip to the 
other Billy side. The 
Wanderers; the BEC 
Allsorts also recorded a 
13-8 win. 

The Mariners remain 
in second position with 
a big 19-2 win against 


the Hell Raisers, but the 
biggest win of the week 
went to the Poachers, 
beating the Caddy Cons 
Loungers 21-0, with 
Ray Way hitting a 180 
in the process. 

The Cwm Talwg had 
a comfortable 17-4 win 
over the Tynewydd Inn, 
and the Plastics made it 
three wins in a row with 
a 12-9 win over the 
Raiders. 

The closest game of 
the week took place at 
the Runway Club in 
Rhoose. The Runways 
came away with a 
narrow 11-10 victory 
over the Park Weasels. 

RL 


CALLING ALL 
CLUB OFFICIALS! 

The GEM welcomes your 
match reports, news and 
other items of interest - keep 
everyone updated with how 
your team is faring this 
season and email us at: 
gemeditorial @tindlenews.co. uk 
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‘The day I met Sir 
Gordon Richards’ 


THERE may still be some 
GEM readers who can 
recall the Cardiff 
Continental Waxworks 
situated a few doors down 
from the Royal Hotel in 
Cardiff. 

Well, when it closed in 1946 
most of the wax effigies ended up 
at Coney Beach, Porthcawl, but 
whether the wax model of the 
legendary flat racing jockey 
Gordon Richards or the one of the 
well-known racing tipster Prince 
Mono lulu were among them, I 
cannot say. 

When I was a little boy, I 
regularly visited the Cardiff 
Continental Waxworks and 
although I was only ten years old 
when it closed it has made a 
lasting impression on me. I would 
often gaze up at the effigy of the 
famous horseman which was 
apparently dressed in the actual 
racing silks he had worn when 
winning the 1930 St Leger on 
Lord Glanely’s Singapore. 

Little did I think then that one 
day, in my role as a racing 
correspondent, I would get to meet 
the great man in the flesh, so to 
speak. He was Sir Gordon then 
and it was at a press luncheon in 
his honour at Chepstow 
Racecourse, not long before he 
died and where he had in 1933 
established a world record when 
riding 12 consecutive winners. 

I managed to have quite a long 
chat with him and although he had 
set his record-breaking 12 
successive winners at the Welsh 
racecourse (well, at least 11 of 
them), he revealed to me that his 
favourite racecourse had been 


Newmarket. 

As he was bom the son of a 
Shropshire miner, I tried to 
convince him that he was Welsh. 
And although he admitted that 
Richards was a Welsh name he 
didn’t quite agree to being a 
Welshman! 

A smart, dapper man, he kindly 
signed my menu card but my one 
regret is that I didn’t ask him 
whether those racing colours that 
had been on his wax effigy were in 
fact genuine. 

And, as for the famous racing 
tipster, ‘I Gotta Horse’ Prince 
Monolulu, who used to wear a 
headband of ostrich feathers, I got 
to meet him too! 

For the record, Gordon’s first 
ride at Chepstow was in the St 
Andrew’s Plate which he won on 
Fred Darling’s Manner by a 
comfortable three lengths. In the 
next race, the Clearwell Selling 
Plate, he rode his second winner 
Brush Past, which drew away in 
the closing stages to score by four 
lengths. 

Next race on the card was the 
Bulwark Selling Plate and a filly 
named Miss B gave him his third 
success of the afternoon. Just over 
half an hour or so later, Gordon 
was again in the winner’s 
enclosure after winning the Severn 
Stakes Sweepstake on Arona. 

His delighted followers could 
hardly wait for the runnners to line 
up for the Glanely Handicap, 
which he won on Red Horizon. 
The final race of the afternoon was 
the Castleford Handicap and the 
crowd went mad when the 
champion jockey, on Lord 
Woolavington’s Delicia, stormed 
home into the lead to win by a 
length. 


Hats and racecards were thrown 
into the air and the cheering went 
on for some time. Racegoers 
rushed from the members’ 
enclosure and Tattersalls’ 
enclosure to congratulate Gordon, 
who had never on one occasion 
used his whip. 

More people than usual turned 
up at Chepstow on the second day 
of the two-day meeting to see the 
great jockey in action. There was 
a desperate finish to the opener, 
the Llangibby Maiden Plate, in 
which Gordon got The Covenanter 
home by a head. He took the next 
race too on Kirtimuir, before 
winning the Golden Hill Selling 
Plate on June Rose. 

The Welsh St Leger was next on 
the card and once again Gordon 
won cleverly on Montrose. 

In the next race, the Hughes 
Morgan Handicap, Gordon saw to 
it that the filly he was riding lived 
up to her name scoring by two 
lengths. Despite carrying top 
weight in the last race, Gordon’s 
mount Eagle Ray was made an 
odds-on favourite. 

Everyone it seemed at 
Chepstow was willing Gordon to 
go through the card again; and the 
atmosphere was electric as the 
runners went down to the start. 

However, sadly it was not to be 
and in a tight finish Eagle Ray 
finished third, beaten a head and a 
neck, after conceding 291bs to the 
winner. But by riding the winner 
of his last race at Nottingham the 
day before, his total of successful 
winning rides came to a then 
record-breaking dozen. 

BRIAN LEE 


TENNIS CLUB PLAYS THEIR 
ROLE IN THE COMMUNITY 


BARRY Athletic Tennis Club is proud of 
its mission to provide an accessible and 
inclusive sports facility for the community 
of Barry, and as part of its commitment to 
achieving this mission, has established 
links with a number of local businesses 
and organisations. 

One such business is local personal training 
company FitM8; in the summer, FitM8 sponsored 
the junior presentation evening, and continues to 
sponsor the junior player of the month. 

FitM8 and Barry Tennis Club are now offering a 
joint family session, where the tennis club’s coach 
will offer junior coaching while FitM8 trains the 
parents, all in the indoor setting of Barry YMCA on 
Wednesdays at 5pm. 

Club coach. Penny Mickelsen said: “Barry is a 
large town but retains a strong sense of community, 
and it is important to develop and maintain links 
between local clubs, businesses and groups, through 

^ Wales aim to build ') 

on their strong start 

^ ^WE are top of the league” So 
^went the chant as Wales battled 
their way to victory over Cyprus 
last month, a win that sees them sit 
atop their qualifying group. 

Yet the test of Belgium on Sunday will be the 
sternest examination yet of Chris Coleman’s 
team’s chances of ending their tournament 
hoodoo. 

With the likes of Vincent Kompany (injury 
notwithstanding), Eden Hazard, Romelu Lukaku 
and Thibaut Courtois expected to line up 
against the Welsh, many will be hoping for a 
repeat of last year’s surprise 1-1 draw in 
Brussels, which saw a depleted Welsh side more 
than match their illustrious hosts, and 
deservedly level late on through Aaron Ramsey 
(one of several players returning to the squad). 

With a (hopefully) full-strength squad to 
choose from, Sunday’s game is this talented 
Welsh team’s opportunity to lay a real marker 
down for the remainder of the campaign. 

^_ GARETH JAMIESON J 


even the smallest of gestures in order to sustain that 
community spirit.” 

TOTS TENNIS 

If you're looking for a new way to entertain your 
toddler, look no further than Tots Tennis at Barry 
Tennis Club every Eriday at 10.30am. 

A mixture of agility, balance and co-ordination 
skills, blended with counting, colours and nursery 
rhymes, these sessions are a perfect way to instil 
healthy habits in your child from a young age in a 
fun environment with like-minded families. 

With a cuppa and a chat for the parents after the 
main activities are over, these sessions offer 
something for parent and child alike (and you may 
even benefit from your little one drifting off for a 
midday nap more readily than usual afterwards). 

Just call into the club (behind Fun Harbour on 
Paget Road, Barry Island), this Friday from 
10.30am, and give it a go (there is no minimum age, 
but children are expected to be able to walk 
confidently without assistance). 

Eor further information about the club, follow 
Barry Tennis Club on Eacebook and Twitter or email 
info @ barry tennis .co .uk. 

PM 


Cowbridge 
RFC news 


COWBRIDGE 
RFC would like to 
thank the people 
who attended in 
numbers at this 
year’s fireworks 
display at the club. 

We were very lucky 
with the weather and 
there was a great display. 
We do hope that 
everyone enjoyed it and 
we look forward to 
seeing you next year. 

Congratulations and 
best wishes for the future 
go to Luke and Callie 
Adams who were 


married last Saturday. A 
good day was had by all. 

This Friday we have 
the birthday celebrations 
for past player, coach, 
committee man, treasurer 
and President Tom 
Mainwaring, 7pm for 
7.30pm at the club. 

All players are invited 
with Tom’s friends for 
what should be a great 
night. 

Training continues 
through the month as the 
team prepare for the vital 
match away at Canton on 
December 6. 

RV/RK 



BVC 


Bridgend Van Centre 


BRIDGEND VAN CENTRE 

Call us an 01656 652079 • www.bndgendvans.co.uk STOCK 


Here at Bridgend Van Centre, we strongly believe in the value of customer satisfaction and 
maintaining our strong reputation for quality products. With a wealth of experience in the motor 
trade, you need look no further to full fill your requirements when buying your next van. We offer not 
only an extensive range of quality used vans but also many other additional services to further ease 
your experience such as, van accessories, ply lining, sign writing, nationwide delivery and our own 
personal warranty. We reinforce our strong reputation by sending every vehicle through our 
workshop and being meticulous with the condition of our vehicles as they leave us, giving ourselves 
and the customer piece of mind of the quality of their new van. 


MEET THE FAMILY TEAM... 


Citroen 
Relay L3 
H2 

Enterprise 
£12,495 
+VAT 

Only 11 ,□□□ miles, manufacturers warranty until 
31707/16, fully spac’d inc. satellite navigation, 
Electric windows and mirrors, bluetooth phone prep, 
USB port, rear parking sensors, fully ply lined. 


David Davies - Managing Director 

After leaving school, David immediately pursued his 
childhood passion of cars and got his first job in 
the motor trade in the late 70’s. After building up 
experience and further knowledge while working in 
the motor trade for a number of years, he set up 
his own car sales business in 1986. David quickly 
built up a reputation for customer service and 
quality in the local area and has built strong 
relationships with repeat customers nationwide. 

He has been working for himself ever since. 


Elliot Davies - Sales Manager 

Elliot was born into the motor trade and from day 
one has been attending vehicle shows, motor sport 
events and many dealerships with his father. After 
building up a number of qualifications while in 
education, the natural path for Elliot was to get 
involved into the family business and further 
pursue his passion. He thoroughly enjoys his work 
and strives to continue the strong reputation that 
his father has built over the last quarter of a 
century. 




Vauxhall 
Combo 
17DD 
1.3CDTi 
1BV SE 


£4,995 

+VAT 


Immaculate van, can be ply-lined if needed, very well 
maintained from new with FSH, MOT prior to sale, our 
own warranty, first to see will buy. 61,597 miles. 


Ford 

Transit 

Connect 

T23D 

Limited 

£9,995 

+VAT 



22,675 miles, top of the range, fully spec’d with sat 
nav, A/C, E/W/Mirrors, bluetooth phone prep, alloy 
wheels, metallic paint. Ford SH Simanu. warranty. 



Peugeot 

Bipper 

Professional 

£5,495 

+VAT 



26,493 miles, fantastic, very economical, E/W, air 
cond, ply lining, side loading door and more, finished in 
silver with low mileage, brand new MOT prior to sale 
and also a fresh service with ourselves. 


Citroen 
Dispatch 
1DDD 
Enterprise 
HDi 9D 
£6,795 
+VAT 



70,000 miles. Exceptionally clean very high spec’d. 
Electric mirrors, air cond, twin side loading door, 
parking sensors, ply lining and much more. New MOT 
prior to sale, only recently serviced. 


vw 

Transporter 
T28T5 
1.9 TDi 
SWB 
£7,995 
+VAT 



117,808 miles, exceptionally clean, MOT until April 
2015, regularly serviced, new cambelt kit.. Colour 
coded mirrors and bumpers. 


Unit D17/B Western Avenue, Bridgend Industrial Estate, Bridgend, Mid Glamorgan, CF31 3RT 
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Inaugural Kyokushin tournament held in Barry 


ON Saturday, 
November 1, Barry 
Kyokushin Karate 
Club held, and 
competed in, the 
first IKKU Welsh 
Open at Barry 
Memorial Hall, an 
event organised by 
chief instructor, 
Senpai Phill 
Sedgmond, and his 
committee at Barry 
Kyokushin Karate 
Club. 

This tournament was 
the biggest Kyokushin 
Open held in Wales for 
over a decade, with 
hundreds of 
competitors and 
watchers from all over 
the UK. The purpose of 
this tournament was to 
build bridges with other 
Kyokushin clubs in 
Wales, and with other 
organisations - and it 
was a fantastic success. 

The day began with 
the Kata competition, 
and Barry Kyokuhshin 
Juniors stormed the 
first category, taking 
home all three top 
spots. Lucy Chick took 
home third, Justine 
Bolanos took second, 
and her older brother 
Ben Bolanos took 
home first place. 

All three competitors 
performed their Kata to 
a very high standard 
and beat another five 
juniors to their 
positions - three well 
deserved positions for 


these three juniors. 

In senior Kata Rhian 
Evans represented the 
club, and came up 
against higher, more 
seasoned competitors 
and fellow organisation 
competitors. 

Rhian’s first Kata 
(Pinan Ni) secured her 
a place in the final with 
1.0 above her 
competitors. Although 
Rhian’s much higher 
graded and seasoned 
competitor performed 
the same chosen Kata 
that Rhian had 
practised, she pushed 
on and secured herself 
a well deserved first 
place, adding a Welsh 
title to join her English 
and British titles. 

Cadet Semi-Contact 
was next on with 
Sebatian Barczewski 
and Andrei Espiritu 
taking part in CS1 6-7 
year old division. Both 
the boys stormed their 
previous fights, neither 
losing a single one to 
competitors from all 
over the country, to 
secure a place in the 
final. 

Although it’s 
difficult to fight your 
own teammates, these 
two fought a very hard, 
very close fight, but it 
was Andrei who took 
home first place for 
Barry Kyokushin, 
leaving Sebastian with 
second place. 

Justine Bolanos was 
next to win herself a 
title in CS2 8-9 year 
olds. Justine came up 


against nine much 
larger boys, and 
although slightly 
intimidated, she fought 
incredibly hard, losing 
just one fight to enable 
her to fight for third 
place against another 
Barry competitor, Sam 
Allen. Both fought very 
hard but it was 
Justine’s determination 
to see her dominate the 
fight and win herself a 
third place. 

Men’s Senior Clicker 
saw Paul Lambert 
representing Barry 
Kyokushin, competing 
for the very first time. 
Paul trained very hard 
for this competition and 
went in with a few 
nerves, competing 
against much younger 
fighters. 

Paul’s first fight was 
against one of the 
younger opponents, but 
Paul took to the mat 
and countered every 
attack, keeping a solid 
defence. 

After a unanimous 
win, Paul sailed to the 
final. Paul, still 
fatigued, came up 
against a fellow 
competitor of the same 
age, but continued to 
move and counter 
every attack and 
dominated his opponent 
to take home a much- 
deserved first place. 

Last for the day was 
Eemale Clicker, with 
Rhian Evans 
representing the club 
again, competing in 
clicker for the very first 


time. Rhian dominated 
the first round with 
head kicks and quick 
counter attacking and 
went through to the 
final by unanimous 
decision. 

In the final Rhian 
came up against a 
competitor with a 
wealth of fighting 
experience, who was 
much taller. Although 
intimidated Rhian 
fought hard and strong, 
throwing in head kicks, 
but was unfortunate to 
miss out on first place 
by a majority decision, 
taking home an 
impressive second 
place. 

Senpai Phill, chief 
instructor at Barry 
Kyokushin, 
commented: “Its been 
over a decade since 
students in Wales had 
an event they could 
attend in their own 
country; until now, 
many of us would 
travel all over the UK 
attending what we 
could. 

“This annual event is 
the start of something 
new and special for this 
sport and its completely 
open, any Kyokushin 
organisation can enter. 
This event was also a 
significant milestone 
for me as it was my 
25th year training in 
Kyokushin karate and, 
with the help of my 
committee at Barry 
Kyokushin Karate club. 
I've managed to put this 
tournament on to give 



something back to a 
sport that given me so 
much over the years. 
Seeing everyone leave 
with smiles on their 
faces was such a 
rewarding experience. ’ ’ 

Barry Kyokushin 
train on Mondays and 
Wednesdays, 6.30pm to 
7.30pm for under-16s 
and 7.30pm to 9pm for 
16 and over at 
Castleland Community 
Centre. 

Anyone interested in 
joining this karate club 
should contact us on 
01446 408974 or 
barrykarate @ hotmail. 
co.uk. Further 
information can be 
found on our Facebook 
page or website 
www.bkkc.co.uk. 

RE 




MiCHELiN, HELPJNi 
ONJHEROAD 

iMriE . ^ _ . 4 . 

BUY MICHELIN TYRES AND CLAIM A 9 
FUEL GIFT CARD WORTH UP TO £100* 7 


17" AND 18' 


19" AND ABOVE 


c 

CELTIC TYRES 


Offer available from Celtic Tyres. 

BRIDGEND Bridgend Industrial Estate. 

CARDIFF Brindley Road, off Penarth Road 


Tel: 01656 657424 
Tel: 029 20 221201 


*Terms and conditions apply. Participating dealers only. Offer applies to car, van and 4x4 tyres only. Valid from 1 October until 30 November 2014. Maximum one claim per vehicle. 

offers.michelin.co.uk 
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CHRISTMAS 

HAS COME EARLY 

AT FRF TOYOTA 


4La 


bU^ny used car this month & 


u t. * * 




Plus 








4 


APR 


REPRESENTATIVE 

Finance available on selected cars 




BUY NOW & PAY NOTHING UNTIL 2015 


ULIITH EVERY USED CAR VUE GIVE YOU... 

FREE FUEL ON SELECTED VEHICLES • FREE 12 MONTHS' AA ROADSIDE ASSISTANCE* 

FREE MINIMUM 12 MONTHS' WARRANTY* • FREE 6 MONTHS' SERVICE* 

FREE MOT FOR LIFE* • OVER 150 CARS IN STOCK 


ON SELECTED VEHICLES 


FRF Toyota Used Cars 

Tondu Road, Bridgend, 

Mid Glamorgan CF314LH 

01656 646646 


Next to 

' Bridgend RFC 

^|^e'‘yFie^* 



SCAN HERE WITH YOUR SMART 
PHONE TO VIEW OUR USED CAR | 
OFFERS ON OUR WEBSITE 



MORE FRF TOYOTA USED 
CAR OFFERS ONLINE 


**Free iPad offer is based on an iPad Air 1,16GB (UJifi) and available o/hilst stocks last, the cost of the iPad offer ujill shoui as part of the vehicle purchase price or 
Financial Services <UK> PLC; registered office Great Burgh, Burgh Fleath, Epsom, Surrey, KT18 5UZ. Authorised and regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority. Indemnities may be required. Finance subject to status to over 18s. Other finance offers are available but cannot be used in conjunctio 
this offer. Toyota Centres are independent of Toyota Financial Services. Terms and conditions apply. Affordable finance through AccessToyota. (GFV) Guaranteed Future Value. Finance subject to status, (Over 18’s only), A guarantee may be required. U/ritten quotations available on request. 
Models shoujn are for illustration purposes only. *Terms and conditions apply. ''Buy nouj Pay 2015 offer available on selected cars when taking out a Flire Purchase agreement through FRF Toyota, first payment will commence January 2015. 


e on the FRF Sales invoice, terms and conditions apply, please ask in centre for more details. t0% APR Representative available through Toyota 


indemnities may be required. Finance subject to status to over i8s. Other finance offers are available but cannot be used in conjunction with 


uiuiui.frftoyota.co.uk 
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10 TOYOTA Yaris 1.3 TR 5-Dr 

In electric blue, 31,000 miles, 1 owner 

£6,495 



10 BMW 120 Diesel M-Sport 
Coupe. In Silver with red leather, 
21,000 miles, very desirable. 

£14,695 



Type 2. 

In met blue with cream leather, 75,000 miles 

£2,495 



11 JAGUAR XK 5.0 V8 Convertible 

Silver, Black Hood, Black/Cream Leather, 
25,000 miles, 1 owner 

£34,995 



57 MERCEDES C180K Coupe 
Sport Edition Auto 

Blue/black metallic, 80,000 miles 

£5^995 


JUST A SELECTION OF OUR STOCK. 


61 PORSCHE 3.4S Cayman ‘Black Edition’ No336 of 

oniy 500 manufactured) 20,000 miles with sat nav, full 
leather, very quick, 325 bhp. Cayman ‘R’ engine, this 
car is special. £35,995 

11 JAGUAR XK 5.0 V8 Convertibie In silver, black hood, 
black/cream leather, 25,000 miles, 1 owner . .£34,995 

08 LAND ROVER Discovery 3 2.7 Diesei HSE, 

Automatic, 7-Seater. Silver with black leather, 58,000 
miles, sat-nav, tv, steps, fully colour coded . . .£19,995 

10 BMW 120 Diesel M-Sport Coupe. In silver with red 
leather, 21,000 miles, very desirable. £14,695 

62 VOLVO C30 R-Design D3 2.0 Diesel (150) In white 
with black leather, 28,000 miles, 1 owner . . . .£13,995 

89 LOTUS Espirit 2.2 In white with navy leather, 33,000 
miles, 25 year old sports car.£11,995 

62 FORD Fiesta 1.2 Zetec 3-Dr In silver, 9,000 miles 
.£8,495 

12 CiTROEN C3 Picasso 1.6 Diesel VTR+ In silver, with 

sat/nav, alloys etc.£7,995 


RENAULT Clio Dynamique 1.2 Estate 

60,000 miles with a/c, alloys . 


PEUGEOT 207 1.4 Diesei ‘S’ 5-Dr In silver, 63,000 

miles, low road tax .£4,995 

SEAT ibiza 1.4 SE 3-Dr In met-lime, 52,000 miles 

.£4,995 

FORD Focus 1.6 Zetec 5-Dr In met-blue, 61,000 miles 

with a/c etc .£4,995 

BMW 330 Diesel Sport Touring Auto In silver with 
grey leather, nice example at .£4,995 


MiNi One ‘Seven Edition’. In met-red, 73,000 miles, 

alloys, a/c etc.£4,795 

MAZDA 2 1.4 TS2 3-Dr. In black, 59,000 miles, alloys, 
a/c etc .£4,695 


56 SUBARU TriBeca B9 Automatic 3.0 Litre 7-Seater 

4x4 In met grey with grey leather 58,000 miles £7,495 
10 FiAT 500 1.4 Lounge In red, 40,000 miles, 1 owner, 

very stylish .£6,795 

10 TOYOTA Yaris 1.3 TR 5-Dr. In electric blue, 31,000 
miles, 1 owner . £6,495 


61 VAUXHALL Corsa 1.2 SXi 3-Dr In black, 35,000 miles, 

alloys etc.£5,995 

10 VAUXHALL Astra 1.6 SRi Coupe. In met grey, 67,000 

miles, stylish model at .£5,995 

10 SEAT ibiza 1 .4TDi Diesel ‘S’. In red, 64,000 miles, £30 

road tax.£5,995 

10 PEUGEOT 308 ‘S’ 1.6 Auto 5-Dr In silver 31,000, 

miles, a/c, c/d etc.£5,995 

59 SKODA Octavia 1.9 Diesel SE Estate. In silver, 

75,000 miles, nice example.£5,995 

09 MAZDA 2 Sport 1.5 3-Dr. In black, 46,000 miles, c/d, 

a/c, alloys, 1 owner .£5,995 

58 CITROEN C5 2.0 VTR+ Auto. In met blue, 39,000 
miles, fantastic value at . £5,995 


RENAULT Megane 1.6 Dynamique. In electric blue, 

49,000 mile family hatch .£5,695 

RENAULT Clio 1.2 Extreme 3-Dr In black, 36,000 
miles, low insurance .£5,695 


58 FORD Fiesta 1.2 Zetec 3-Dr. In black, 64,000 miles 

with parking sensor .£5,495 

08 NISSAN Note 1.4 Acenta. In electric blue, 39,000 

miles, alloys, a/c, c/d .£5,495 

SKODA FAbia 3 TDi 1.9 Estate. In met grey, 71,000 

miles .£5,495 

08 VAUXHALL Zafira 1.9 Diesel Automatic Exclusive. 

In met blue, 61,000 mile 7 seater .£5,495 

08 VW Golf 1 .4 ‘S’ 5-Dr In met blue, 79,000 miles, a/c etc, 

ideal family hatch at.£5,495 

08 TOYOTA Yaris 1.4 Diesel SR D4D 5-Dr In met grey, 

71,000 miles, sat-nav, 1 owner .£5,495 

07 SEAT Leon 1 .9 TDi Stylance 5-Dr. In black, 65,000 

miles, a/c, alloys etc . Reduced to £5,495 

12 FIAT Panda 1.2 Active 5-Dr. In white, 26,000 miles, 1 

owner, £30 road tax.£4,995 

10 SMART Fortwo Pulse MHD Auto In black, a/c, alloys, 
£20 road tax, 19,000 miles.£4,995 


FORD Focus 1.6 Zetec 5-Dr In met blue, 75,000 miles, 
ideal family hatch . £4,995 


Ran 


KIA Ceed 1 .6 LS 5-Dr In met blue, 47,000 miles, alloys, 

a/c etc .£4,995 

57 SEAT Altea 1.9 Diesel Reference In met ruby red, 

72,000 miles, 2 owners .£4,995 

60 HUYUNDAI ilO Classic 5-Dr. In silver, only 11,000 

miles and £30 road tax.£4,995 

60 SUZUKI Swift 1.3 SZ3 3-Dr In red, 59,000 miles, 1 

owner .£4,995 

10 VAUXHALL Corsa 1.2 SXi 3-Dr In white 71,000 miles 

with privacy glass, alloys, cd .£4,995 

10 TOYOTA Aygo “Blue” 1.0 VVTi 5-Dr In electric blue, 
42,000 miles, £20 road tax .£4,995 



62 VOLVO C30 R-Design D3 
2.0 Diesel (150) 

White with black leather, 28,000 miles, 1 owner 

£13,995 


MERCEDES SLK 200 6-Speed In silver, 89,000 mile 

convertable at .£4,695 

FORD Focus 1.8 Zetec 5-Dr. In ice blue, 47,000 miles 

with a/c.£4,395 

TOYOTA Yaris 1.3 TR 5-Dr In black, 64,000 miles, a/c 

alloys.£4,295 

MINI Cooper. In electric blue/black roof, nice 

specification, good looking mini at.£4,295 

CITROEN C3 Rhythm 1.4. In ice blue, 49,000 miles, 

a/c, c/d .£3,995 

VAUXHALL Vectra 2.8 V6 Elite Auto. Silver, black 

leather, 73,000 miles, top Vauxhall at .£3,995 

VAUXHALL Corsa 1.0 Life 3-Dr In silver, 27,000 miles, 

low insurance.£3,995 

SEAT Ibiza 1.2 Reference 5-Dr In met grey 53,000 

miles.£3,995 

SEAT Ibiza 1.4 Diesel Reference Sport 3-Dr In red, 

79,000 miles .£3,995 

VAUXHALL Zafira 1.6 Life. In met silver, 73,000 mile 7 
seater at.£3,995 


VW Golf 2.0 GT 5-Dr FSi. In silver, 84,000 miles, very 

nice example at .£3,995 

MINI One In red, 87,000 miles with panroof, bodykit, 

alloys etc, good looking Mini .£3,995 

PERODUA Myu 1.3 SXi 5-Dr. In grey, 44,000 miles, 1 

owner, a/c etc .£3,795 

PEUGEOT 107 Urban 5-Dr In silver, 37,000 miles with 

c/I, e/w, £20 road tax, low insurance.£3,695 

CITROEN Cl Vibe 1.0 3-Dr In red, 41,000 miles, £20 

road tax .£3,695 

VAUXHALL Zafira 1.6 Club 7-Seater In black, 89,000 

miles .£3,695 

LEXUS iS 200 SE 6-Speed. In silver with black leather, 
heated seats, 94,000 miles, 2 owners. £3,695 



10 FIAT 1.4 Lounge 

In red, 44,000 miles, 1 owner, very stylish 

£6,795 



56 SUBARU TriBeca B9 
Automatic 3.0 Litre 7 seater 4x4 

Met grey with grey leather, 58,000 miles 

£7,495 


07 FORD Fiesta 1.2 Style Climate 3-Dr In met-blue, 
79,000 miles .£3,495 

56 FORD Mondeo 2.0 TDCi Zetec. In silver, low mileage 

example at .£3,495 

55 TOYOTA Yaris 1.0 Colour Correction 3-Dr In black, 

64,000 miles, low insurance.£3,495 

58 FORD Ka Style. In met blue, 27,000 miles with a/c, cd, 
e/w .£2,995 

57 FORD KA Luxury In silver with black leather, 37,000 

miles, a/c alloys .£2,795 

07 FORD Ka 1.3 Zetec Climate. In black, 33,000 miles 
with a/c, alloys etc .£2,695 

56 MITSUBISHI Colt 1.1 CZi 5-Dr. In black, 54,000 miles 

a/c etc.£2,995 

55 CITROEN Picasso 2.0 HDi Desire In silver, 68,000 

miles, family diesel hatch.£2,995 

66 RENAULT Megane 1.6 Dynamique Convertable In 
silver, 84,000 miles .£2,795 

54 SMART City Passion Auto. In silver, 68,000 miles, low 

road tax, host of extras.£2,695 

53 VAUXHALL Corsa 1.3 Diesel Active 3-Dr. In silver, 
36,000 miles, low road tax.£2,695 

56 RENAULT Laguna 2.0 Expression Estate In black, 

76,000 miles.£2,495 

05 FORD Focus 1.6 Flight 5-Dr. In blue, 84,000 miles . . 

.£2,495 

05 VAUXHALL Corsa 1.0 Life Twin Port 3-Dr In silver, 
48,000 miles, low insurance .£2,495 

04 VAUXHALL Meriva 1.6 Design In met blue, 64,000 
miles.£2,495 

02 JAGUAR X-Type 2.1 V6 SE In met blue with cream 
leather, 75,000 miles .£2,495 

06 PEUGEOT 407 2.0 SE. In silver, 90,000 miles, family 
hatch at.£1,995 

55 RENAULT Scenic 2.0 Dynamique In met blue, 76,000 

miles, on offer at.£1,995 



10 SMART Fortwo Pulse MHD 
Convertible 

Black, 31,000 miles, £20 road tax 

£4,995 



12 CITROEN C3 Picasso 1.6 
Diesel VTR+ 

In silver with sat-nav, alloys etc 

£7,995 


All cars supplied with new MoT and 3 months RAC warranty. 

Just a small selection of our comprehensive range in stock. Visit our website for full details. 


RBC 


Broad Street, Barry (Next to Barry Train Station) 01446 722600 

FINANCE PACKAGES TO SUIT ALL • 0% DEPOSIT FINANCE AVAIIABLE • ALL CARS HPi CLEAR • PART EXCHANGE 
WELCOME • OPEN 7 DAYS CARS BOUGHT FOR CASH • ALL MAJOR CREDIT CARDS TAKEN 







MULTI-PHOTOS AND FULL DESCRIPTION ON WEBSITE 
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COWBRIDGE JUNIOR 
RUGBY ROUND-UP 


Cowbridge under-11s travelled to the capital for 
a Remembrance Day game against Llandaff, 
where a minute’s silence was observed before the 
start of play. 

Sadly, not for the first time this season Cowbridge 
started the match slowly enabling Llandaff to bring 
their free flowing running game to the fore. 

Cowbridge were unable to get their hands on the 
ball for long periods and when they did were unable 
to hold onto it for very long without turning it over. 

Cowbridge were also slow in pushing up in their 
defensive line which allowed the home side to score 
four unanswered tries in the opening 20 minute 
session of play. T 

o their credit Llandaff took advantage of the space 
offered to them and played some lovely handling 
rugby in this session of play. 

In contrast the second session saw Cowbridge 
switch on and play some great rugby. Far more 
aggression was shown and Llandaff were closed 
down far more efficiently forcing more errors out of 
the home side’s back division. 

In particular there were great energy and tackle 
counts shown by If or Rees, Rhydian Williams, Akka 
Guwy and Robbie Brown. 

Cowbridge’s first try came from Robbie Brown 
who had been switched to centre for the second 
period and showed all his strength in crossing for the 
visitors’ opening score. 

Fly half Steffan Evans produced a lovely jinking 
run to add a second try shortly afterwards. 

Following good work by hooker Ethan Erancis 
taking a strike against the head scrum half Rhys 
Pritchard got the ball into midfield for centre Robbie 
Brown to barge over for his second try. 

It was then the turn of speedy winger Einlay 
Sullivan to race down the touchline to run in a fine 
try from distance to bring the scores level. 

To cap an outstanding period of play just before 
the end of the session Steffan Evans collected his 
second try to give Cowbridge a 5-4 lead going into 
the final period of play. 

Despite plenty of effort from the visitors the last 
session belonged to the home side as they scored 
three tries without Cowbridge responding. 

Again, some lovely handing resulted in some very 
good tries but Cowbridge worked hard and one 
offensive tackle from Ollie Jones which drove the 
Llandaff player back yards typified the effort. 

In the end Cowbridge paid for their slow start and 
were edged out 7 tries to 5. 

Squad: Tom Brennan, Alfie Rees, Will Harris, lolo 
Davies, Ethan Francis, Rhydian Williams, Finlay 
Sullivan, Oliver Jones,, Archie Lloyd, Finlay Brace, 
Sam Payne, Ifor Rees, Robbie Brown, Lewys Robins, 
Akka Guwy, Finlay Ball, Steffan Evans, Rhys 
Pritchard & Sebastian Johns-Powell. 

MF 

Cowbridge under-9s returned to the Lexus 
tournament in Bristol, looking to continue the 
excellent form they have shown this season. 

The opening fixture for Cowbridge was Old 
Bristolians, which turned out to be a very one sided 
affair as soon as George Tuckley had burst through 
the middle to open the Cowbridge tournament 
account. 

Osian Bruce sprinted in at the left comer and then 
turned provider setting up George for his second try. 
A dazzling piece of footwork from Joe Arentsen 
increased the Cowbridge lead with Sam Jackson 
then charging through and offloading to Henry 
Whitehouse who powered his way over. 

James Lord raced up the right wing outpacing the 


Cowbridge darts 
league results 


ON Tuesday 

November 4, the 
first round of the 
mixed doubles was 
held. 

The two victories 
pairs at the Old Post 
were, Mark Dowling and 
Daisey Repke 

(Edmondes C) and Steve 
Simmonite and Ann 
Daily (Edmondes A) 
while the two victories 
pairs at the Edmond 
Arms were Trevor 
Morgan and Sue Morgan 
(Edmondes A) and Pam 
Adams and Tony Pox 
(Parmers Arms). 

Present league 

standings after six 
matches, are: Llanharry 
(43 points). 

Highwayman Inn (31), 
Edmondes B and 
Edmondes A (29), and 
Hare and Hounds (26), 
Edmondes C (22), 
Farmer’s Arms (20) and 


Old Post Ladies (14). 

Next week, Tuesday 
November 18, there is a 
full programme of 
league matches. The 
Old Post Ladies hosts 
the Parmer’s Arms, the 
Highwayman Inn hosts 
the Hare and Hounds, 
the Edmondes B hosts 
the Edmondes C and 
Llanharry hosts the 
Edmondes A. 

All matches start at 
8.30pm and spectators 
are welcome. Note all 
teams can register new 
players till the New Year 
so if you wish to play 
darts this season get in 
touch. 

Por further 

information e-mail Paul 
a t 

CO wbridgedarts @ gmail. 
com, up-to-date 

information can be 
found on the website: 
www.darts.apsn.co.uk. 

PJT 


defence to score in the comer and Henry completed 
the rout with a close range finish. Pinal score 7-0 to 
Cowbridge. 

Game two against Tewkesbury followed a similar 
pattern; loan Phillips twice made good ground in the 
centre offloading to Harry New on both occasions, 
who produced exemplary finishes. 

James Lord showed determination to score at the 
end of the first half and Henry Whitehouse scored 
straight from the kick off in the second half to end 
any hope for Tewkesbury. 

Sam Jackson scored a deserved try and James 
Collingridge sprinted around the Tewkesbury 
defence diving into the left hand comer. 

Sam Sheppard closed out proceedings with a 
clever dart though the bewildered defence. Pinal 
score 7-0 to Cowbridge. 

The last game in the pool saw Cowbridge take on 
a strong Plymstock team. Although Cowbridge 
shaded it in terms of territory the game ended as a no 
score draw. So with 14 tries scored and no tries 
conceded Cowbridge topped the group and went on 
to play Exeter in the semi-final. 

Harry New weaved his way through from close 
range and then Osian sped through a gap in Exeter 
defence to increase the Cowbridge lead. 

The first half finished with a trademark Joe 
Arentsen side step to put Cowbridge firmly in the 
driving seat. 

Ned Rees kept up the momentum with strong run 
and finish and Osian found himself on the score 
sheet once more. Pinal score 5-0 to Cowbridge. 

The final was bmtal with neither Cowbridge nor 
Winchester giving any quarter. It was however 
Winchester who crossed the Cowbridge line twice in 
the first half, notably the first tries Cowbridge had 
conceded in the entire tournament. 

Cowbridge fought back in the second half with 
Osian providing a blistering turn of pace to pull 
away from the Winchester defence and get 
Cowbridge back into the game. 

Winchester managed to extend their lead in spite 
of a valiant Cowbridge defensive repost. 

Osian proved once more his clinical finishing, 
with very little space to work with, perplexing the 
defender and burning up the turf down the left wing. 

A very accomplished Winchester team breached 
Cowbridge for the last time and managed to close 
out the game. Pinal score 4-2 to Winchester. 

Their second tournament and second final shows 
the progress that Cowbridge under-9s are making 
this season, with first place surely not far away. 

PS 


Barry 7 District 
ladies skittles 


RESULTS for week 
commencing 
October 20: 

First division: Family 
and Friends (J Phillips 
27) 245, Allsorts (Jean 
Jones 237) 224; Family 
Affair (S Evans, N 
Jones, S Nelmes, J 
Davies 26) 248, Coppers 
(J Ford, D Nessbitt, S 
Curtis 25) 257; 
Castaways (N Shaw, D 
Rogers 26) 235, Barry 
Stars (C Lambeth 29) 
251; Bakers Dozen (R 
Hewitson 28) 258, 

Colcot Ladies (P 
Johnson, H EWdwards 
22) 227; Cigar Ladies (J 
Wood 33) 328, Red 
Admiral (S Romans 30) 
310; Space Finders (K 
Harding 32) 316, Special 
Angels (C Thomas 3) 
335. 

Second division: 

Rhoose Starlights (E 
Davies 29) 270, Stirkers 
(G Giles 25) 240; 
Witchill Weebies (S 
Cracknell 36) 352, 

Roller Coasters (B 
Maffey 28) 268; SV 
Lights (L Norris 25) 

251, Witchill Widows (S 
Murray 29) 275; 
Breakaways (V Martin 
31), 306 Vixens (D 
Marks 32) 300; Cad Con 
Fillies (L Old 26) 201, 
Bobby’s Girls (P 
Soleman 28) 242; Castle 
Bandits (L Nash 29), 
263, dickies (M 
Williams 26) 215. 

Third division: 
Friends and Neighbours 
(M Phipps, C White, B 


Nicholls 24) 208, 

Rhoose Ravers (A 
Robinson, C Bagtnell, J 
Amott, J Bishop 22) 

234; Persuaders (E Scott 
22) 205, Jolly dollies (M 
Enticott 23) 208; Dolly 
Mixtures (L Marsh 24) 
195, Airways Angels (L 
Donavan 24) 217; 
Hillbillies (S Aspinall, D 
Stewart 31) 327, 
Westenders Rugby (J 
Jeynes 34) 341; Merry 
Makers (H Davies 24) 
227, Rugby Triers (S 
Butler 23) 213; Etcetera 
(S Dyke 26) 263, SV 
Ladies (N Barry 27) 

252; Lil’s Devils (T 
Evans 28) 254, Witchill 
Wanderers (B Balmont 
22) 172. 

Fourth division: 

Fallen Angels (C Jones 
27) 261, Twilights (C 
Brown 32) 248; BFFs (J 
Harvey 25) 201, Rebels 
(P David 28) 205; La- 
Belles (E Cordy 36) 323, 
Challengers (M Griffiths 
30) 311; Wyndham 
Witches (C Green, Y 
Curnow 26) 233, 
Railway Rogues (J Jones 
25) 22. 

Fifth division: Billy 
Bunters (T Room 23) 
179, Bary Raver (K 
Germon, L Smit 25) 

239; Socialits (P Starr, K 
Glover 27) 205, Smurfs 
(J Hawxell 31) 223; 
Optimists (S Pritchard 
33) 241, Liberals (C 
Chatwell 29) 230; 
Aristocats (T Weston 27) 
219, Nite Outers (B 
Lowrie 27) 224. 


Local interest in national 
Tae Kwon Do team's efforts 



THE Welsh national Tae 
Kwon Do team (pictured 
above) are heading for the 
Commonwealth 
Championships in 
Edinburgh Scotland. 

The team, which includes 


Master Paul]ones (coach) and 
Ruth and Ellie May (athletes) 
from Llantwit Major, flew up to 
Edinburgh today (November 13) 
with the rest of the Welsh team, 
which includes Jade Jones 
MBE, Olympic champion, to 
compete. 


It’s a fantastic opportunity for 
the Llantonians to represent 
Wales in such a prestigious 
event with the rest of the team, 
and I’m sure everyone wishes 
them the best of luck on 
bringing some medals back to 
the town PJ 


is over the moon! 


Evan 

LLANCARFAN 
trainer Evan 

Williams told me in 
the unsaddling 
enclosure at 

Chepstow races last 
Wednesday, after 
his One In A Milan 
had finished third in 
the CMB 

Engineering 
Handicap Hurdle, 
that he was ‘over 
the moon’ with the 
nine-year-old's 
performance. 

One In A Milan which 
had finished fourth in the 
2013 Coral 

Welsh Grand National 
at Chepstow was having 
his first run since falling 
in the Aintree Grand 
National and Evan said: 
“He's a steeplechaser 
really and that was his 
best run to date over 
hurdles.”' 

One In A Milan, who 
won the best turned out 
award, finished a very 


MONDAY, 
November 3rd: 

North/South - 1st 
Trish Tracy/Mike Hurst 
61.49; 2nd Pat 
Evans/Jane Greatrex 
61.21; 3rd Judy 
Collins/Shirley Powell 
60.10. 

East/We St - 1st Janet 
Cunnington/Barbara 
Dawes 60.61; 2nd Peter 
Blackwell/Mary 
Blackwell 58.08; 3rd 
Pam Sherman/Pat 
Verdon 57.07. 

Wednesday, November 
5, North/South - 1st 
Trish Tracy/Peter Millar 
65.79, 2nd Pam 
Powditch/Beryl Marke 
56.20; 3rd Shirley 


good third behind 
Tullyesker Hill and 
Garde Fou beaten just 
two-and-a-half lengths 
and a nose. 

His rider Conor Ring 
had him in a prominent 
position throughout and 
was just beaten for 
second place in a photo¬ 
finish. 

Evan said: “He had 
such a good run in last 
year's Welsh National 
that it has to be our target 
again this year.” He 
added: “I hope we can 
get there, he had to have 
a couple of runs to get to 
that stage last season. We 
might come back here in 
a few weeks or we could 
go straight to the Welsh 
National - we'll have to 
wait and see.” 

TIM'S LONG 
TRIP PAYS OFF 

First Fantango, trained 
by Aberthin's Tim 
Vaughan, landed the 
Bert Logan Your Go To 
The Bookmaker 

Handicap Hurdle at far 
flung Musselburgh last 


Powell/Pat Verdon 
53.01. East/West - 1st 
Anne MacDougal/Anne 
Hilary Jones 61.81; 2nd 
Joan Andrews/Joy 
Secular 60.42; 3rd Jane 
Greatrex/John Pikoulis 
58.68. 

Saturday, November 
9, North/South - 1st 
Kay/Reg Dyer 61.51, 

2nd Jane Greatrex/Anne 
Hilary Jones 51.19, 3rd 
Joan Thompson/Jean 
Sparkes 50.00. East/West 
- 1st Hazel Craig/Peter 
Craig 63.89; 2nd Pam 
Sherman/Una Gavin 
58.73; 3rd Peter 
Blackwell/Mary 
Blackwell 52.78. EK 


Friday. 

Well ridden by 
Michael Byrne, the 5-1 
chance won by half-a- 
length from 14-1 chance 
Capellanus in a field of 
seven runners. 

BANWEN 

MINERS' 

RACECOURSE 

SOLD 

The land at 
Pentreclwydau, 
Resolven, where the 
Banwen Miners hold 
their annual Point-to- 
Point Steeplechases has 
been sold and 
enthusiasts are ‘up in 
the air’ at the moment 
as to whether racing 
will be staged there in 
the future. 

I well remember 
attending the first 
meeting the hunt held 
which was back in 1976 
on top of a mountain at 
Neath in West 
Glamorgan. 

The conditions were 
so bad underfoot that it 
wasn't only the horses 
that were slipping up all 
over the place. 

Both the men’s and 
ladies’ open races that 
day went to raiders, with 
Hiccup 11 from Ludlow 
taking the ladies’ open 
race and Drumnasilla 
from the South Hereford 


Club have the 
forthcoming events 
taking place: 

Mondays 7-8pm, 
CardioTennis, adults and 
ages 14-I-; Wednesdays 
1.30-3pm, ladies 

coaching with Rob 
Cunningham; 
Wednesdays 5-6pm, 
indoor family session at 
Barry YMCA; 

Thursdays 6.30-8pm, 
TennisXpress (adult 
coaching course for 
beginners/rusty 
improvers) -members 
and non-members 
welcome to all of the 
above. 

On the social side, on 
Sunday, November 16 at 
12noon, there is the 
‘Great Barry Tennis 
Club Bakeoff’ - bring 
along your sports- 
themed bakes for 
judging by the Vale Cake 


the men's open. 

I also recall attending 
the rearranged Banwen 
fixture of 1978. The 
Sporting Life's Michael 
Williams described it as 
being more like a comic 
opera than a point-to- 
point. 

Originally scheduled 
to start at one o’clock, so 
as not to clash with the 
televising of the Grand 
National, the racing was 
actually put back two 
hours to accommodate a 
sale of farming 
implements! 

The men's open race 
that day was won by 
Dillwyn Thomas’ Cefn 
Soloman trained at 
Kenfig Hill. His rider 
was Bridgend's Paul 
Hamer and the ladies' 
open race went to Wales' 
most famous point-to- 
pointer, Mandryka. 

All hunt-racing 

enthusiasts will be 
hoping that the Banwen 
Miners Point-To-Point 
Steeplechases will go 
ahead on May Day 
Monday in 2015, no 
matter where it is held. 

You can e-mail any 
news or views to 
brianlee4 @virginmedia. 
com or phone him on 
02920736438. 

BRIAN 

LEE 


Boutique and local 
foodies. 

Prizes in adult and 
children's categories, all 
proceeds to the club. 

The ladies Christmas 
social evening takes 
place on Friday, 
December 5 - see 

Carolyn or Penny for 
details. 

There are also dates to 
be confirmed for a 
volunteer forum, to 
discuss how you might 
help out your local club 
with your 

time/skills/services and 
contribute to the ongoing 
development of the club, 
the Christmas quiz night 
and the junior Christmas 
party. 

If anyone has any 
ideas for social activities 
(junior, family, or adult), 
please get in touch - we 
welcome your input and 
contributions. 

PM 


Surf club’s AGM 

LLANTWIT MAJOR Surf Lifesaving 
Club will be holding their Annual General 
Meeting on Tuesday, November 18 at 7pm 
at the Lifeguard Clubhouse, Llantwit 
Major Beach. 

The purpose of the meeting will be to review 
the years achievements and to look forward to the 
year ahead by electing new officers and 
committee members for the club. 

Everyone is welcome to ahead - Croeso cynnes 
i bawb. GE 


Sully bridge 
club results 


Busy times for 
Barry tennis 


BARRY 


Tennis 
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YOUR DEFINITIVE SPORTS ROUND-UP 

Send your match reports, news and other items of interest to: gemeditorial@tindlenews.co.uk 




Just three chances remain for Wales to prove they 
PONT have a southern hemisphere hang-up, but... 



Nothing less than a handsome 
victory will do against Fijians! 



L ast week, this column 

concluded with the words ...‘T/ze 

giant strides made since Warren Gatland 
took over the helm in 2008, have turned Wales 
into a genuinely competitive force to be reckoned 
with on the world stage - but closing games out 
has all too often proved beyond a still young 
squad that has yet to acquire the total self- 
confidence that marks out the southern 
hemisphere giants from the rest. 

“This weekend, the Welsh camp hope the team 
will start to prove that this vital piece of the 
jigsaw is at last in placed'* 

Sadly, that proved not to be, as a frustrated 
Welsh camp was again left to ruefully reflect on 
a match of ‘ifs and maybes’ as clinical Australia 
showed precisely how to win tight games on 
Saturday, by inching into a two-point lead as 
the clock ticked down at the Millennium 
Stadium, then forcing a kickable penalty to 
apply the coup de grace for a 33-28 victory, their 
10th in succession over Wales. 

How galling it must be for former All Black 
Gatland to see his charges faithfully execute his 
game plan - to replicate southern hemisphere 
pace and intensity from the outset - scoring 
four excellent touchdowns (including a morale¬ 
boosting penalty try) and yet lose a high-scoring 
encounter by just five points through 
fundamental errors at critical moments. 

In reality, though, it was always going to be a 


tall order, remembering that until Saturday, 
Australia had won 26 of the 37 previous clashes 
(20 victories in 22 games coming since they lost 
to Wales in the third place play off in the first 
Rugby World Cup in 
1987). They were now 
intent on ramming 
home their dominance 
and laying down a 
psychological marker 
for next year’s 
tournament. 

In that they were 
successful, which may 
well turn out to be the 
true significance of a 
match that Wales had 
also viewed as a 
supreme opportunity to 
break the stranglehold 
and prove that, 
contrary to popular 
belief, there is no 
‘mental hang-up’ 
where the men from 
Down Under are 
concerned. 

Indeed, Gatland had 
insisted beforehand: 

We are definitely good 
enough to beat 
Australia. Ifs just 
having the experience 
and nous to close those 
games out, especially 
when we are in the 
lead.” 

And that, of course, 
was again essentially 
the difference between 
two totally-committed 
teams that for all of 70 
minutes were fairly 
evenly matched - but 
just as England found 
in their equally 
frustrating 21-24 loss 
to New Zealand at 
Twickenham the same 
day, southern 
hemisphere sides still 
retain that ruthless 
edge when it comes to 
tight margins between 
defeat and victory. 


In the corresponding autumn fixture last year 
at the Millennium Stadium, Wales lost by just 
four points (26-30) in the dying seconds - but if 
anything, Saturday’s defeat would have hurt the 
players more, being scant reward for an 
exceptional team performance that could not be 
faulted for effort and commitment. 

Indeed, they had almost immediately brought 
the stadium crowd leaping to their feet by 
drawing first blood through a try by Bridgend 
and Ospreys scrum half, Rhys Webb, who sold 
an outrageous dummy and darted through 
unopposed near the posts, restored full back 
Leigh Halfpenny adding the simple conversion 
for a 7-0 lead. 

Welsh teams have been undone in the past by 
being too slow off the mark and leaving 
themselves far too much to do - but on this 
occasion the players, to a man, were a 
revelation - matching their vaunted opponents 
for pace and intensity - though, critically, not 
for patience and composure. 

This resulted in Australia’s full back Israel 
Folau going over for the first of his two tries, 
converted in front of the posts by man-of-the- 
match outside half, Bernard Foley (who would 
go on to amass 18 points with the boot) to level 
the score. 

Welsh hearts sank when the grateful 
Wallabies snapped up another gifted try, 
instantly turning defence into attack as hero 
turned ‘villain’ Webb, whose quick-silver, 
sniping runs were keeping the defence on 
maximum alert, blotted his copybook with an 
ill-timed and unnecessary miss-pass yards from 
the opposing try-line, which saw lurking danger 
man Folau gleefully intercept and race the 
length of the field unchallenged. 

The try was converted by Foley to make the 
score 7-14 and many may have feared this 
would be a turning point in the game and that 
Australia would turn the screw. 

That they didn’t do so, had much to do with 
George North at centre (he would move to his 
more familiar position on the wing when 
Halfpenny was later injured). 

North completed a Welsh attack with a 
trademark run that released right wing Alex 
Cuthbert, who raced over for a try, converted 
by Halfpenny. 

Four minutes later, Australia regained the 
lead with a try by burly centre Tevita Kuidrani 
and sharpshooter Foley added the two points to 
make the score 14-21. 

With half time fast approaching, the Welsh 


attackers stormed the ramparts again and a 
kick to touch saw the pack pile on the pressure, 
with Alun-Wyn Jones claiming the touchdown 
and Biggar adding the conversion - to again 
level matters (21-21) in this see-saw of a match 
at the interval. 

One minute after the change-over, Foley 
slotted over a penalty - but to their credit, the 
home team rallied under replacement half backs 
Mike Phillips and Rhys Priestland, a 
threatening forward drive only ended by 
desperate Oz defence. 

Wales fell further behind to another Foley 
penalty, but then came another powerful pack 
effort that forced five scrums near the opposing 
line - the referee eventually losing patience and 
awarding a penalty try. This was converted by 
Priestland to nudge his team one point in front 
at 28-27, with barely six minutes to full time. 

This, though, was more than enough for a 
southern hemisphere team that only recently 
had been unlucky to lose by the same margin to 
the mighty All Blacks - and an ice-cool drop 
goal, followed by a last-minute penalty by that 
man Foley, again deprived Wales of a prized SH 
scalp. 

Next up is Fiji on Saturday and there can be 
no ifs and huts about this one. Welsh hopes 
should be high, having won seven of the 
previous nine encounters .and rattling up 289 
points to Fiji’s II9. On the face of it then, this 
should be the easiest of the home team’s four 
autumn matches, having previously inflicted 
heavy defeats on the South Seas Islanders. 

These included 40-3 in the first match in 1985; 
58-14 in 2002 and 66-0 in RWC 2011. Against 
that, Fiji have managed only a draw (16-16) the 
year before and a solitary win. 

However, that result sent shock waves through 
Wales, when the team that two years previously 
had won a Grand Slam, were put on an early 
plane home from the 2007 RugbyWorld Cup in 
France, after going down 34-38 in a Barbarians¬ 
like try-fest at Stade de la Beaujoire. 

It saw the abrupt demise of head coach 
Gareth Jenkins and his replacement by Gatland 
(who promptly went on to lead Wales to their 
second Grand Slam in 2008). 

He will need no reminding of the events of 
2007, or the fact that Fiji are once again in 
Wales’ Pool at RWC 2015. 

Even so, it would be a global shock of even 
greater seismic proportions if, despite the much- 
changed side announced on Tuesday, there was 
nothing less than a handsome Welsh victory to 
restore team confidence for the toughest autumn 
test of all to come - against world champions 
New Zealand. 

The autumn target of at least two wins may 
yet be achievable, though it may well come 
down to the final fixture against South Africa. 

Ireland have already shown the way with an 
impressive 29-15 victory over the Springboks at 
the weekend. Now Wales must also prove that the 
southern hemisphere holds no fears as the Rugby 
World Cup looms ever nearer on the horizon. 
WALES team v Fiji 
Liam Williams (Scarlets), Alex Cuthbert 
(Blues), Scott Williams (Scarlets), Jamie 
Roberts (Racing Metro), George North 
(Northampton Saints); Rhys Priestland 
(Scarlets), Mike Phillips (Racing Metro); 
Gethin Jenkins (Blues, capt), Scott Baldwin 
(Ospreys), Samson Lee (Scarlets), Bradley 
Davies (Wasps), Luke Charteris (Racing 
Metro), Dan Lydiate (unattached), Taulupe 
Faletau (Dragons), Justin Tipuric (Ospreys). 
Replacements: Emyr Phillips (Scarlets), Nicky 
Smith (Ospreys), Rhodri Jones (Scarlets), Alun 
Wyn Jones (Ospreys), James King (Ospreys), 
Rhodri Williams (Scarlets), James Hook 
(Gloucester), Cory Allen (Blues). 


LNC FLOOR COVERINGS LTD 

COMMERCIAL & DOMESTIC FLOORING 
Unit 10, 

Palmerston 
Workshops, 

Barry CF63 2YZ 

(NEAR VFM MEAT SUPPLIES) 


Showroom Open 
Mon-Fri 9am-5pm 
Saturday 9am - 1 pm 

WE ARE HAPPY TO OPEN 
OUT OF HOURS ON REQUEST 


K PREPARE YOUR M 
HOME FOR CHRISTMAS 
with flooring for every 
room in your home! 
Carpets starting from £4.99sqm 
1000s to choose from 
to suit all budgets 

Laminates & Wood, 
Vinyl & Vinyl Tiles. 

Follow us on 
Twitter @lncfloors 
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FRE| ESTIMATES 
GUARANTEED FOR 
FITTING BEFORE ^ 
1 CHRISTMAS A-% 
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Tel: 01446 327577/07973 709103 

































